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Friday, February 2
n FARMERS MARKET: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Parksley 
Farmers and Artisans Market, 18444 Dunne Ave., Parksley.
n BINGO: 5 p.m. doors open, 6:30 p.m. games begin, 
Exmore Moose Lodge 683, 15315 Merry Cat Lane, Belle 
Haven.
n BENEFIT DINNER: 5 to 7 p.m., Great Pocomoke Fair, 
2037 Broad St., Pocomoke City. Cheesesteak sub meal, 
$10; chicken tender meal, $8. Call 410-422-9195 to place a 
pickup order.
n PIZZA FUNDRAISER: 5 to 8 p.m., drive-through pizza 
fundraiser at New Church Fire and Rescue, New Church. 
Pepperoni, sausage, or bacon 16-inch pizzas for $14, or 
combination pizzas for $15.
n BINGO: 6 p.m. doors open, 7 p.m. games 
begin, Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Co. bingo, 5052 Deep 
Hole Road, Chincoteague Island. $5 admission, 20 games 
with $500 blackout at the end sponsored by Megan Oliver 
Clarkson, Long & Foster Realtor. Two bingo cards for $1 
with extra cards available for purchase. Food and soda will 
be for sale. Must be at least 16 years old to attend.
n LIVE MUSIC: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., The Stingrays live 
at Fridays at Lemon Tree Gallery, 301 Mason Ave., Cape 
Charles. 

Saturday, February 3
n WINTER BIRD WALK: 9 a.m., winter bird walk at The 
Nature Conservancy’s Brownsville Preserve in Nassawa-
dox. Event is free but reservations are requested by email-
ing mvanclief@tnc.org or calling 757-414-9227.
n DECOY SHOW: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., The Oyster Farm at 
Kings Creek presents the second annual Eastern Shore of 
Virginia Decoy Show in the Pearl Event Center, 700 Mari-
na Village Circle, Cape Charles. 
n CRAFTS, MUSIC: 10 a.m. to noon, Winter Warm-Up 
with Katie O’Shea of Coastal Knitting Co. at Lemon Tree 
Gallery, 301 Mason Ave., Cape Charles. The free event will 
include live music, coffee, hot chocolate, and pastries. 
n STORY TIME: 10 a.m., craft and story time with the 
Chincoteague Bay Field Station at the Eastern Shore of Vir-
ginia Regional Library, 24313 Bennett St., Parksley.
n FARMERS MARKET: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., Parksley 
Farmers and Artisans Market, 18444 Dunne Ave., Parksley.
n WINGS FUNDRAISER: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Zeta Phi Be-
ta Sorority Inc. “Wings and Things” Scholarship Fundraiser 
at Shorter’s Chapel A.M.E. Church, 10228 Bayside Road, 
Bridgetown. Wings are $12 and come with one side. For 
more information contact Ivory Turner at 757-607-7537, 
Betty Sims Bell at 757-678-2944, Kim Johnson at 757-710-
1535, or Subrina Parker at 757-678-6844.
n LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 8 p.m., B.K. and Eddy Dixon at the 
Great Machipongo Clam Shack, 6468 Lankford Highway, 
Nassawadox. 
n COMEDY SHOW: Doors open at 7 p.m., show begins 
at 8 p.m., Antoine Scott and Friends at the Historic Pal-
ace Theatre, 305 Mason Ave., Cape Charles. Featured on 

“Showtime at the Apollo,” “TV One,” and Bill Bellamy’s 
“Who’s Got Jokes?” Tickets are $30 in advance and $35 at 
the door. Tickets can be purchased at Lemon Tree Gallery, 
Rayfields Pharmacy locations in Cape Charles and Nassaw-
adox, the Book Bin in Onley, and Kendall’s Kountry Kitch-
en in Onley.  

Sunday, February 4
n LIVE MUSIC: 1 to 4 p.m., open mic and jam session 
open to local musicians each Sunday at Cape Charles 
Brewing Company, 2198 Stone Road, Cape Charles. Free 
admission.
n LIVE MUSIC: 4 p.m., the 45-member Norfolk State 
University Concert Choir will perform at Hungars Episco-
pal Church, 10107 Bayside Road, Machipongo. It is free 
and open to the public.  A free will offering will be accept-
ed to sustain the series in the future. 

Monday, February 5
n STORY TIME: Story time anytime, all day at the East-
ern Shore of Virginia Regional Library, 24313 Bennett St., 
Parksley, and the Northampton Free Library, 7745 Bayside 
Road, Nassawadox. 
n GAME DAY: 1 to 4 p.m., Game Day Monday at the Is-
land Theatre Annex, 4074 Main Street. Bring a personal 
drink or snack. Card and table games available. 
n CRAFTS: 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Kids crafts at the East-
ern Shore of Virginia Regional Library, 24313 Bennett St., 
Parksley.
n BINGO: Doors open at 5 p.m., first game at 7 p.m., 
Onancock Elks Lodge, 22454 Front St., Accomac. Info: 
757-787-7750.

Tuesday, February 6
n TECH HELP TUESDAY: All day technology assistance 
at the Northampton Free Library, 7745 Bayside Road, 
Nassawadox. 
n GAMING: 5 to 6:30 p.m., Teen Gaming Tuesday at the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia Public Library, 24313 Bennett 
St., Parksley.
n BINGO: Doors open 6 p.m., first game 7:30 p.m., Cheri-
ton Volunteer Fire Co., 21334 S. Bayside Road, Cheriton.

Wednesday, February 7
n STORY TIME: Story time anytime, all day at the East-
ern Shore of Virginia Regional Library, 24313 Bennett St., 
Parksley, and the Northampton Free Library, 7745 Bayside 
Road, Nassawadox. 
n CLIMATE WORKSHOP: 2 to 4:30 p.m. is the first ses-
sion; 5:30 to 8 p.m. is the second session. Eastern Shore of 
Virginia Climate Equity Workshop at Eastern Shore Com-
munity College, 29300 Lankford Highway, Melfa. 
n CROCHET: 3 to 4 p.m., Crochet Stitch-A-Long at the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia Public Library, 24313 Bennett 
St., Parksley.

Entertainment calendar

(Continued on page 14)
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Call  Blue Heron Realty Co. 

Preserve at River’s Edge This Pristine Waterfront Estate 
consisting of 143+ acres of open meadowlands, woodlands & 
marshlands was developed into 23 large lots.  Opportunity to 
be a part of a tranquil coastal lifestyle. Outside Quinby.

Licensed In Virginia

113 Mason Avenue, 
Cape Charles, VA 23310

  757 331 4885

7134 Wilsonia Neck Dr.,
Machipongo, VA 23405

757 678 5200

  

BBlluuee  HHeerroonn  RReeaallttyy  CCoo..  
““SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn  PPrriimmee  PPrrooppeerrttiieess    

OOnn  VViirrggiinniiaa’’ss  SScceenniicc  EEaasstteerrnn  SShhoorree”” 
www.BlueHeronVA.com 

  800-258-3437   757-678-5200   757-331-4885 
 

Information contained herein believed accurate but not warranted. 
Owner/Agent Properties are included in this advertisement 

3 bedroom, 3 bath home 
on high knoll overlooking 
dock. Spacious rooms 
with 1st floor living. 
Chef’s kitchen w/granite.

DUPLEX! 2 very upscale, 2 
bedrm, 3 full bath units 
overlooking Town park! 
Gorgeous, 1,700 sq. ft 
each. Live in 1, Rent other.

Golf Home Waterfront Cape Charles

Beachfront Home

Spectacular One Of A
Kind 4 bdrm, 3½ ba 
Beachfront Home on 5.51 
acres w 200 ft. of 
beachfront. Open floor 
plan w/views galore! 

Cape Charles

4 bdrm, 3½ bath, 3,000 sf 
Beachfront home w/ huge 
private beach & awesome 
sunsets. Very fun home 
with really good vacation 
rental history. A must see. 

Waterfront 

7 bedroom, 3 full, 2 half 
bath home in Historic 
District of Cape Charles on 
a double lot with off street 
parking. Very close to 
Beach with sunset views.

Town & Country

Prime and exceptional describes this 43+/  acre 
waterfront farm!!! Rich, fertile farm fields with a 
prime homesite that provides plenty of seclusion for 
those looking for lots of open space and elbow room. 

Acreage Acreage In Town

Well maintained 3 bed-
room, 1 bath home in 
Nassawadox. Easy drive 
to boat ramps and beach.

Custom Home on two 
waterfront acres. Total 
living on 1st floor.  3 
car garage w/large  
Unfinished rm above. 

Acreage

Waterfront 

Best of Virginia  
4 years in a row! 

Blue Heron would Love to be your Realtor!! 

4 bdrm, 2½ bath, 3,300 sf 
contemporary Home, total 
living on 1 floor, crown 
moldings throughout, 
vaulted & trayed ceilings.

3 Lots, in Marina Village 
East, all on the water! 
Creek & Marina views. 
Close to beach, Town 
Park restaurants,  etc. 
Bay Creek Amenities.

17 Acre Waterfront Farm 
perfect for having horses, 
orchards, vineyards or 
just enjoying the nature!

1.5 Acre Beachfront

2.5 Acre Beachfront

Beachfront

BBlluuee  HHeerroonn    
RReeaallttyy  CCoo..  

5 Acres, Boating

3 Bedroom, 2 Bath

Beachfront Home
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BY TED SHOCKLEY
Shore Post

The Little River Band and Firefall, two 
popular bands from the 1970s and 1980s, 
will perform on Saturday, May 18, in Cape 
Charles, at the Eastern Shore of Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce’s ChamberFest, a 
marketing and networking event in its third 
year.

ChamberFest will take place in “the old 
rail yard,” a large waterfront property 
between Cape Charles’ business district and 
the Shanty restaurant, from 3 to 8 p.m.

The announcement was made by Robert 
Sabbatini, the executive director of the 
chamber of commerce and the Eastern Shore 
of Virginia Tourism Commission, on Friday, 
Jan. 19, live on WESR 103.3FM.

The chamber’s website stated tickets are 
$75 each plus a $3 surcharge. Tickets go on 
sale Monday, Feb. 5, Sabbatini said.

Sabbatini said the location and the season 
have changed from the first two Chamber-
Fest events, which were held near Onancock. 
The bands included Molly Hatchett, Saw-
yer Brown, and Jefferson Starship during 
the first two years, as well as local musical 
groups.

“We’ve had some big acts here,” said 
Sabbatini.

Sabbatini said the new location in Cape 
Charles provides more space, is closer to the 
Hampton Roads area, and will feature “the 
beautiful backdrop of the Chesapeake Bay.”

“We think it’s just going to be the perfect 
location,” he said.

Moving ChamberFest from the fall to the 
spring also avoids hurricane season.

“The committee thinks long and hard 
about hurricane season,” said Sabbatini. 
“We don’t want to run into any issues like 
that.”

The Little River Band has sold more than 
30 million albums and has had numerous 
top-20 singles, including “Reminiscing,” 
which reached No. 3 in the late 1970s.

Firefall’s biggest single, “You Are the 
Woman,” peaked at No. 9 on the Billboard 
chart in 1976.

It is Fireball’s second performance in 
the area — the band also performed at the 
former Upper Deck restaurant in Pocomoke 
City in 1993.

Little River Band, Firefall headline ChamberFest
REGIONAL

The Little River Band, above,  
and Firefall, left, two popular 
bands from the 1970s and 1980s, 
will perform on Saturday, May 
18, in Cape Charles, at the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce’s Cham-
berFest, a marketing and 
networking event in its third 
year.

COURTESY PHOTOS
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A heart-shaped meatloaf
and red velvet cupcakes

Valentine’s Day is just around the corner. For 
me, it’s never been a big romantic holiday. Sure, 
just like any girl, I enjoy pretty red roses and rich 
indulgent chocolates. However, I honestly look 
forward to checking off the names on the class 
Valentine’s lists with my little ones and sending 
in little sweet treats for their friends more than 

anything. And of course I 
enjoy the little things we 
do as a family to make the 
day special.

Growing up, my fami-
ly always had a Valentine’s 
Box. It was a banker’s box 
(or something similar) with 
a slot cut on the top. My 
mom covered it in a wrap-
ping paper that we then 
embellished with hearts 
and decorations. It usual-
ly came out the first week 
in February and the whole 
family added treats for ev-

eryone. It was always so exciting wondering what 
was inside!

On Valentine’s Day we all opened it together 
and enjoyed our goodies. I’ve carried this tra-
dition on to my boys and they always really look 
forward to it. I love it being a family-friendly 
holiday and it seems like they do, too.

We opt to stay home and make a heart-shaped 
meatloaf, another tradition I’ve carried on from 
my mom. As for a sweet treat, look no further 
than these classic red velvet cupcakes. I only 
make them once a year because I tend to stain all 
my fingers blood red, but it’s fun nonetheless!

Leftovers from the meatloaf make phenome-
nal sandwiches the day after. A gift that keeps on 
giving is the best kind. Happy Valentine’s Day, 
ESVA!  Spring is just around the corner.

Laura Davis

Laura Davis, of Chincoteague Island, is a food writer and blogger at www.tideandthyme.com. Her recipes have been featured on Huffington Post and www.craftbeer.com, among other publications. 
She is a frequent guest on WBOC-TV’s DelmarvaLife show, where she showcases her culinary talents for viewers. Her work appears monthly in Shore First. 

PHOTO COURTESY LAURA DAVIS
Classic red velvet cupcakes make a sweet treat for Valentine’s Day.

Laura
Davis
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n 2 1/2 cups sifted cake flour
n 1 teaspoon baking powder
n 1 teaspoon salt
n 2 tablespoons unsweetened cocoa powder
n 2 oz. red food coloring (two bottles)
n 1/2 cup unsalted butter, softened
n 1 1/2 cups sugar
n 2 eggs, at room temperature
n 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
n 1 cup buttermilk, at room temperature
n 1 teaspoon white vinegar
n 1 teaspoon baking soda
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Line two 12-cup muffin tins with cup-

cake papers.
Sift together the cake flour, baking powder, and salt into a medium 

bowl; set aside.  
In a small bowl, mix food coloring and cocoa powder to form a thin 

paste without lumps; set aside.
In a large bowl, using a hand mixer or stand mixer, beat butter and 

sugar together until light and fluffy, about three minutes.
Beat in eggs, one at a time, then beat in vanilla and the red cocoa 

paste, scraping down the bowl with a spatula as you go.  
Add one third of the flour mixture to the butter mixture, beat well, 

then beat in half of the buttermilk. 
Beat in another third of flour mixture, then second half of 

buttermilk. 
End with the last third of the flour mixture, beat until well com-

bined, making sure to scrape down the bowl with a spatula.
In a small bowl, mix vinegar and baking soda. Yes, it will fizz!  
Add vinegar mixture to the cake batter and stir well to combine. Us-

ing an ice cream scoop, fill cupcake cups with cake batter (they should 
be 2/3 to 3/4 full).  

You may not fill all the cups; I ended up with 20 cupcakes. Place 
muffin tins on the middle rack of a preheated 350 degree oven. Bake 
for approximately 20-22 minutes, rotating pans halfway through. 

Cupcakes are done when a toothpick inserted in the center comes 
out clean. Check early and don’t over bake!

Cool the cupcakes in their tins on a wire rack for 10 minutes then 
remove and allow to cool completely before frosting. For garnish I 
like to process one cupcake in a food processor and use the crumbs to 
sprinkle onto cupcakes.

Cream cheese frosting
n 8 ounces cream cheese
n 4 ounces butter
n 3 3/4 cups confectioner’s sugar, sifted
n 1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
n 1/8 teaspoon salt
n Cream the butter, cheese, and salt in a stand mixer until light 

and fluffy. Gradually add the sugar until incorporated, then add the 
vanilla.

Red velvet cupcakes
n 1 tablespoon butter
n 1 medium onion , chopped fine
n 1 rib celery , chopped fine
n 1 large clove garlic , minced
n 1 teaspoon paprika
n 1/3 cup tomato sauce
n 1/2 cup low-sodium chicken broth
n 2 large eggs
n 1 tablespoon soy sauce
n 1 teaspoon Dijon mustard
n 2/3 cup crushed saltines
n 1 1/2 teaspoons table salt
n 2 tablespoons minced fresh parsley leaves
n 1/2 teaspoon ground black pepper
n 1 pound ground chuck
n 1 pound ground sirloin

Glaze
n 1/2 cup ketchup
n 1 teaspoon hot pepper sauce
n 1/2 teaspoon ground coriander
n 1/4 cup cider vinegar
n 3 tablespoons packed light brown sugar

Heat oven to 375 degrees. Spread cheese on plate and place in freez-
er until ready to use. 

Prepare baking sheet — cover a broiler pan or a cookie cooling rack 
with two layers of foil and punch holes in it so fat can drain. Then put 
pan or rack in another pan to catch drips and prevent your oven from 
smoking you out of the house.

Heat butter in a skillet over medium-high heat, add onion and cel-
ery and cook, stirring occasionally, until beginning to brown. 

Add garlic, and paprika and cook, stirring, until fragrant, about 1 
minute. Carefully stir in the tomato sauce, and let thicken and reduce 
a bit — about 1 minute longer. Transfer mixture to small bowl and set 
aside to cool.

Whisk broth and eggs in large bowl until combined. Stir in soy 
sauce, mustard, saltines, parsley, salt, pepper, and onion mixture. 
Add ground meat; mix gently with hands until thoroughly combined, 
about 1 minute. 

Transfer meat to foil rectangle and shape into a heart-shape. Place 
in oven and cook for 1 hour before adding glaze.

While meatloaf cooks, combine ingredients for glaze in small sauce-
pan; bring to simmer over medium heat and cook, stirring, until thick 
and syrupy, about 5 minutes. 

Spread half of glaze evenly over cooked meat loaf with rubber spat-
ula; place under broiler and cook until glaze bubbles and begins to 
brown at edges, about 5 minutes. 

Remove meatloaf from oven and spread evenly with remaining 
glaze; place back under broiler and cook until glaze is again bubbling 
and beginning to brown, about 5 minutes more. Let meatloaf cool 
about 20 minutes before slicing.

Heart-shaped meatloaf
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Mr. Boykin’s school
at Cherrystone

Kirk Mariner

The big house that stands at the 
entrance to Cherrystone is “Hunting-
ton,” built “only” around 1800 and 
thus hardly old by the standards of this 
vicinity. 

But in this house occurred a lit-
tle-known chap-
ter in the African 
American history 
of the Shore, yet 
another of those 
events that make 
this corner of 
the peninsula 
historic.

In 1895 Hun-
tington was 
owned by William 
A. Kimberley of 
Hampton, and 
in that year he 
sold it to anoth-

er Hampton resident named Arthur L. 
Boykin. 

Tall, thin, dark-skinned, distin-
guished, and well-dressed, Boykin was a 
graduate of Hampton Institute and was 
given to wearing the uniform of that 
school that had been established for 
Blacks at the close of the Civil War. 

It was not as a home but for a school 
that he purchased Huntington, and for 
about six years at the turn of the 20th 
century this historic old ground was the 
site of the private school that he operat-
ed for the African American children of 
Northampton County.

Modeled after the Hampton Insti-
tute, Boykin’s school is in one old re-
cord called Cheriton High School, and 

no doubt he envisioned that it would ul-
timately become a high school. He had 
first, however, to provide an elementary 
education, then to graduate students to 
the high school level. 

When the school opened in 1896, 

there were about 50 elementary stu-
dents. Most of them attended daily 
from home at a cost of $2 per month, 
but some of them boarded at the school 
from Monday through Friday at the 
cost of $8 per month. 

Hattie Spady taught first and second 
grade, Nora Bull and Sally Trower the 
higher grades — they were all local Af-
rican American women — and “Major” 
Boykin and his wife Esther rounded out 
the faculty.

At Boykin’s school there were classes 
in reading, writing, arithmetic, geogra-
phy, history, English, music, cooking, 
sewing, carpentry, and a class in Bible 
every Friday. At daily devotional exer-
cises in the big room the students mem-
orized Biblical passages. 

On weekends Sunday school was 
held in the main room, often attended 
by parents as well as children. And on 
Wednesday occurred the “parades” that 
were the high point of the week, when 
the Major taught the boys to march and 
drill.

Huntington was hardly a fancy 
schoolhouse. Fireplaces in every room 
provided the only heat. There were few 
desks and chairs. Students usually sat 
on church pews rescued from an aban-
doned Baptist church adjacent to the 
farm. Blackboards in the dining room 
were simply boards painted black on 
which the students wrote with chalk or 
crayon. 

Purchase of textbooks was the re-
sponsibility of the students and their 
parents. “Miss Hattie” often took her 
students outdoors and taught them 
from nature from the bridge over the 
creek at the side entrance to the farm.

Nor was time out of the classroom 
easy. Boarding students lived up-
stairs and downstairs in various rooms 

The Rev. Kirk Mariner was an Eastern Shore author, historian, and United Methodist minister whose book, “Off 13: The Eastern Shore of Virginia Guidebook,” is an indispensible volume for natives and visitors alike. 
Mariner died in 2017. His work appears in Eastern Shore First courtesy of Miona Publications. This story first appeared in his book, “True Tales of the Eastern Shore.”

(Continued on page 9)

COURTESY PHOTO
The old house that was the site of Arthur Boykin’s school for African Ameri-
can children was photographed from across the creek by Griffin Callahan in the 
1890s.
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around the house, and some even in the 
smaller out-buildings on the property. 
Most of the boarders worked to help pay 
their way, the boys outside at the ma-
ny chores around the farm, the girls at 
cooking, laundry, and cleaning. 

Food was prepared in the old kitchen 
that stood apart from the house in the 
yard, and with student help was carried 
into the dining room in the main house. 
Though Major Boykin enjoyed wear-
ing his, there was no required school 
uniform. There was not much time 
for play, but the students made games 
around the trees and buildings on the 
old estate, and were known to scamper 
among the tombstones in the side yard 
where old Obedience Robins (1600-
1662), member of the Governor’s Coun-
cil, lay buried.

Boykin’s school was at least unof-
ficially a Baptist project. Its faculty 
were Baptists, as were most of the fam-
ilies from whom the students came, 
and the local churches of the African 
Baptist Association frequently helped 
with food, money, and supplies. 

It is apparent that Boykin began the 
school with the understanding that the 
Association would ultimately purchase 
it from him. The property cost him the 
hefty sum of $19,500, to be paid in ten 
annual installments, and with tuition 
so low he was necessarily dependent 
upon local support. However a num-
ber of Baptists in the Association were 
unclear whether Boykin or the Asso-

ciation would own the property once 
it was paid off, and there developed 
some degree of resentment between the 
locals and some of Boykin’s Hampton 
contacts.

By 1902 it was apparent that the 
anticipated local support would not 
be forthcoming. When the Associa-
tion met in the summer of that year 
there were not sufficient funds to buy 
the property, and Boykin was already 
behind in his payments. After much 
juggling of mortgages, sales of a few 
lots, and other attempts to keep the 
project afloat, Boykin abandoned the 
effort and the school closed. The prop-
erty was sold back to Kimberley in 
1903, and Arthur and Esther Boykin 
and their two children moved back to 
Richmond. Their students then had 
to walk as much as five miles to attend 
the nearest public school for Blacks on 
the Cheriton-Oyster road.

The Black Baptists of Northamp-
ton were undeterred by the failure of 
the school. In 1903 George E. Reid, 
pastor of Cheriton’s African Baptist 
Church and friend of Esther Boykin, 
led in the incorporation of Tidewater 
Institute nearby in the little rail-
road village of Chesapeake. With the 
support of the local Baptist Asso-
ciation, this school opened in 1907 
and for the next 28 years was a major 
force for education among an entire 
generation of Northampton’s Black 
population.

Today a state historical marker in-
dicates the site of Tidewater Institute. 
Its predecessor a few miles to the west 
is unmarked, and all but forgotten.

School
(Continued from page 8 )

• Chest pressure, squeezing, aching or burning 

• Shortness of breath 

• Anxiety 

• Excessive fatigue or weakness 

• Pain in the jaw, back or pain  
that travels down one  
or both arms 

• Feeling of fullness,  
nausea, vomiting  
or breaking out 
in a cold  
sweat 

Call 911  
if experiencing 

these symptoms!

Recognize the  
Signs & Symptoms 
of a   Heart Attack!

riversideonline.com/heart

Talk to your health care provider  
about how to reduce your risk.



So, what does a state champion 
basketball coach do when he retires 
from coaching? 

He becomes a poet,of course.
I was browsing the stacks recent-

ly at the Book Bin in Onley and came 
across a slim 
volume of verse 
titled simply 
“Words.” 

I began read-
ing the poems 
and was quick-
ly taken in by 
them. 

They were 
brief for the 
most part, un-
complicated, 
which is a rare 
trait when it 
comes to mod-

ern poetry, but each one created a 
mental image or stirred an emotion 
of some sort. 

All had a familiar Eastern Shore 
feel to them.

The author named on the cover 
was Custis L. Finney, but listed as 
publisher was George L. Boggs. 

I remembered George Leonard 
Boggs from high school days. He 
was better known as Buck Boggs, a 
tall, lanky, outgoing individual who 
drove a Triumph TR-3 finished in 
British Racing Green. 

Buck and his TR-3 were regu-
lars on the Forks Grill to Onancock 
Wharf circuit, a nocturnal proces-

sion indulged in by numerous gener-
ations of local adolescents.

I gave Buck a call and he con-
fessed that he and Custis L. Finney 
were one and the same. 

Buck taught history and coached 
basketball at Nandua High School, 
and he has the distinction of bring-
ing home state championship tro-
phies two years in a row. 

Buck took over as head coach in 
2000 and won all the marbles in 
2002 and 2003. 

“We had a very talented team 
with players who were not only good 
athletes, but good people,” said 
Boggs. “Several went on to partici-
pate at the next level.”

Few people were aware that in ad-
dition to coaching a local team to 
multiple state titles, Buck was also 
a poet, and it started when he was a 
teenager at Onancock High School. 

“Gwendolyn Kellam and I used 
to write poems to each other in 
school,” he said. 

“Whenever I had something on my 
mind, I would write a poem about 
it. One time my mother wanted me 
to cut down some weeds in our yard, 
and I didn’t want to do it. I thought 
the weeds were beautiful, and they 
deserved to live. But I did what she 
told me and cut them, and then I 
wrote a poem about it.”

The poem, “Ode to a weed I cut 
down,” written when Buck was 
18 years old, is included in the 
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Buck Boggs:
From hoops to verse

Curtis Badger

Curtis J. Badger is a Delmarva native who majored in English at Salisbury University and, with the exception of four years traveling as a U.S. Air Force photojournalist, 
has enjoyed a career photographing and writing about his native coast. His books include “Salt Tide: Cycles and Currents of Life Along the Coast,” 

“Bellevue Farm: Exploring Virginia’s Coastal Countryside,” and many others. He lives in Accomack County.

COURTESY PHOTO
“Words,” a book of poetry, is published under the name Custis L. Finney.(Continued on page 11)
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collection.
Buck began writing poems when 

he was in school, but he put poetry 
aside during the years he coached 
basketball. 

“A lot of people don’t realize it, 
but coaching is a very creative pro-
cess,” he says. 

“You are dealing with strate-
gy, with personalities, and you 
need to come up with fresh ideas 
and thoughts. Basketball required 
all my creative energy during the 
years I was coaching.”

Buck retired from teaching and 
coaching in 2008 after spending 38 
years in the classroom and he soon 
returned to putting his thoughts 
into verse. 

He wrote “Words,” and followed 
that with another collection titled 
“Sometimes.” 

The books were published by Wa-

terford Printing in Exmore. Prof-
its go to the Eastern Shore Literacy 
Council.

Buck’s poems are like impres-
sionist paintings, they create a 
visual reality using a minimum of 
detail.

The title “Words” is especial-
ly appropriate, in that each word 
seems to play a role in the verse; 
none are wasted, each word has its 
part to play. Most of the poems 
are about local people and places, 
and about things like gardening 
and being on the water. And Buck 
couldn’t resist adding one about a 
subject especially dear to him:

one last glimpse​
of a scoreboard’s dying glow
a haunting remnant
of a roaring crowd
in a hallowed hall
now bleacher silent.

Boggs
(Continued from page 10 )

Death By Chocolate event
planned on Chincoteague Island

The Historic Main Street Merchants Association of Chincoteague pres-
ents the 18th annual Death By Chocolate, a free island-wide chocolate lovers 
event, on Friday, Feb. 16, from 3 to 7 p.m., and Saturday, Feb. 17., from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m.

Players complete a playing card while enjoying a chocolate treat at each 
participating business and are entered to win prizes upon completion. 

Visit The Historic Main Street Merchants on Facebook or
www.ChincoteagueMerchants.com for more details. 



The rich history of the Eastern 
Shore includes a very unpleasant 
chapter. In the early days, much of 
the land was divided into large plan-
tations. Acres of sprawling farmland 
yielded a variety of crops; the farms 
were primarily operated with slave 
labor. Many African American fam-

ilies resided in 
substandard 
housing some-
where on the 
property. There 
are numerous 
stories of hope 
and courage 
from this try-
ing period.

In the 1780s, 
a young Black 
man by the 
name of Harry 
Hosier was born 
into slavery. 

Mr. Hosier gained freedom from slav-
ery and promptly entered the min-
istry. He preached about hardships, 
perseverance, and hope. His inspiring 
messages encouraged Francis Asbury 
and Thomas Cole to invite the young 
reverend to preach alongside them to 
predominantly White congregations. 
His message of racial equality broke 
many boundaries and opened the door 
for many other African Americans to 
succeed.

In the mid-19th century, the Civil 
War was raging, and slavery became 
a hotly debated topic. Thankfully, 
politicians in Washington, D.C., be-
gan to pass legislation to end the in-
humane practice. Many slave owners 
had begun the process of voluntari-
ly leaving the business, while others 
would fight to the death to uphold 

it. The evil was defeated in January 
1863. 

President Abraham Lincoln de-
clared that a document he called the 
Emancipation Proclamation would 
free all slaves. However, slavery did 
not cease on the Eastern Shore or 
elsewhere. There were local holdouts 
who refused to obey the order. Many 
more political debates ensued over 
the subject of slavery. The Eastern 
Shore would abolish slavery on April 
11, 1864, nearly a year and a half af-
ter Lincoln signed the Proclamation.

The primary hardship for Black 
citizens is they had been deprived of a 
good education. There were trailblaz-
ers that paved the way for new be-
ginnings. Dr. Thomas Nelson Baker, 

born as a slave in Eastville in 1860, 
would use the experience of his hum-
ble beginnings to do great things for 
education. His mother began teach-
ing him the sentences and letters 
she had learned as a child. She knew 
that a good education was the key to 
climbing from poverty. 

Due to the family’s newfound in-
dependence, Baker could attend bet-
ter schools across the bay. He knew 
that teaching was his calling. He ob-
tained his Ph.D. in Philosophy from 
Yale University in 1903, and what re-
markable insight and perspective he 
must have had.

Another outstanding educator was 
Mary Nottingham Smith. She was 
born in Northampton County in 1882 
and spent the majority of her career 
working for the Accomack County 
School system. She was instrumen-
tal in persuading teachers to move 
to rural areas and establish schools. 
Obtaining textbooks and supplies 
was difficult enough, but Mary Not-
tingham Smith’s commitment could 
not be overstated. Her work in the 
field of education was memorialized 
when a new school was built bearing 
her name. There are countless num-
bers of people that benefited from her 
devotion.

I was fortunate enough to grow up 
in a school system that had long been 
desegregated. As I began researching 
the history of the Eastern Shore, I 
recognized that I had a great deal of 
admiration for the people who battled 
for racial equality. I didn’t realize it 
at the time, but some of the most im-
portant people in my life might not 
have gotten the opportunities they 
did if not for those brave souls. One 
of the most influential teachers in my 

life was Jack Johnson. He was an art 
teacher by trade, but he was much 
more to his students. He prepared us 
for more than simply painting and 
pottery; his wisdom provided us with 
an outstanding head start in life. If 
nothing else, we learned that a tragic 
part in our history paved the way for 
the success of many teachers, nurses, 
doctors, clergy, and business owners, 
and we are fortunate to have them. 
I visited such a business with my 
grandfather.

Samuel D. Outlaw was a local 
blacksmith in Onancock. Pop was 
always fitting his livestock with 
new adornments. Mr. Outlaw was 
a master of his craft, custom forg-
ing objects to his customers’ needs. 
Farmers and watermen alike were 
loyal clients. He received his degree 
in 1925 and started Onancock’s only 
blacksmith shop in 1927. He worked 
there until closing in 1991. Mr. 
Outlaw was a legend on the Eastern 
Shore, and his greatest love was his 
church, where he served for 46 years 
as Bethel AME Church Clerk. His 
tenure as Sunday School Superinten-
dent lasted for 58 years. Samuel D. 
Outlaw, a prominent businessman, 
was a founding member of the East-
ern Shore Building and Loan Associ-
ation. I remember him as a kind and 
soft-spoken gentleman that made a 
huge impact on this community.

His work has close ties to some 
of the most historic events of the 
20th century. The Keller Fair first 
came about in the 1880s. In the early 
days, the Fair was a way to exhibit 
farm products. The Turlington Camp 
Grounds was the place where many of 
the items were displayed. The event 
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Looking back on the Shore
‘Living Shoreborn’ with Barry Mears

Barry
Mears

Barry Mears is the author of “Living Shoreborn,” which was edited by his daughter, Kamryn Mears, and published in 2023. He is also the founder of the popular Shoreborn Facebook page, which delves daily into the history 
and culture  of the Eastern Shore of Virginia. Passages from his popular book, which is sold all over the Eastern Shore, will be printed monthly in Shore First. 

Mears said the name “Shoreborn” actually came from a family member who during conversations quipped as an affirmation, “as sure as you’re born.”

“Living Shoreborn,” by Barry Mears

(Continued on page 13)
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was organized by a farmer’s society 
called Grangers. When the young 
colts were shown to the crowd, many 
of the attendees voiced their displea-
sure. The controversy arose as a result 
of some people’s opposition to horse 
racing. The Grangers went to work 
looking for nearby land to pursue a 
new location. They were successful in 
their endeavors, and they built what 
was known as “Grange Hall.” They im-
mediately went to work to construct a 
half-mile race track. James E. Mears 
chronicled many of these events in his 
writings. The new establishment was 
called the “Eastern Shore Agricultur-
al Fair,” and it was here that “Keller 
Fair” was born. According to Mears, a 
large grandstand was constructed for 
housing the spectators. As the fair’s 
appeal spread to Shore residents, new 
attractions were added; this was an 
incredible venue for vendors to dis-
play their products. Back then, word-
of-mouth was the only form of adver-

tising. This prompted chefs, bakers, 
and canners to bring their best items 
to sample.

The popularity of the fair and all 
the festivities inspired an entirely 
new sense of fashion. Those attending 
the horse races were dressed with im-
peccable style. The ladies were elegant 
and charming from head to toe, while 
men looked dapper in their new suits, 
top hats, and gold cufflinks. In Keller, 
Virginia, a new trend in horse rac-
ing apparel emerged. In the summer, 
the Eastern Shore sun is relentless, 
and gnats may ruin a pleasant day. 
To combat both, the ladies wore large 
brimmed hats adorned with anything 
rumored to repel an insect. This tradi-
tion would spread across the sport. 

You may have seen such a hat at 
the Kentucky Derby. There were sev-
eral categories for horse racing on 
the Shore because it was so popu-
lar. One of the most popular was the 
“Sulky” races. This was a wooden 
cart on wheels attached to the back 
of the horse. Instead of riding horse-
back, the jockey was in the cart, en-
couraging the animal to run faster.  

Shoreborn
(Continued from page 12)

for the Heritage Center of the 
Eastern Shore Regional Library

Dinner, Drinks,
Entertainment,

Live & Silent Auctions

Saturday, March 16, 2024 • 5:30 p.m.
Island House Restaurant 

Tickets $100 per person - seating is limited!
T I C K E T S  A T :
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Saturday, March 16, 2024 • 5:30 p.m.
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FOR TICKETS CLICK ON THE QR CODE OR PURCHASE AT:FOR TICKETS CLICK ON THE QR CODE OR PURCHASE AT:

The Book Bin • Rayfield’s Pharmacy • Regional Library, Parksley
Northampton Free Library, Nassawadox • esplfoundation.org

Call 757-787-2500 or email esplibraryfundraiser16@gmail.com

Saturday, March 16, 2024 • 5:30 Saturday, March 16, 2024 • 5:30 pmpm
The Island House Restaurant

$100
per person

Seating is limited!

DINNER • DRINKS • ENTERTAINMENT • LIVE & SILENT AUCTIONS
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n RABIES CLINIC: 5 to 6 p.m., rabies 
clinic sponsored by the Pocomoke Animal 
Hospital to be held at the Exmore Moose 
Lodge, 15315 Merry Cat Lane, Belle Hav-
en. Enter at back of the facility across from 
the tennis courts. The cost is $5 per vaccine 
and is cash only. All cats must be in a carri-
er and all dogs must be on a leash. Proof of 
current vaccine is required to be eligible for 
a three-year vaccine. 
n WINE WEDNESDAY: 5 to 7 p.m., Wine 
Wednesday at Historic Onancock School, 
6 College Ave., Onancock, featuring wine, 
chocolate, art, shopping, and more. 
n BINGO: Doors open at 6 p.m., first 
game 7:30 p.m., Painter Volunteer Fire Co., 
17116 Wayside Drive, Painter.
n LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 9 p.m., First Wednes-
day Open Mic Night at the Great Machi-
pongo Clam Shack, 6468 Lankford High-
way, Nassawadox. 

Thursday, February 8
n SENIOR EXERCISE: 10 a.m., Commu-
nity Senior Exercise Program, at the Pow-
elton Presbyterian Church, Wachapreague. 
n CARD PARTY: 11 a.m., the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia Chapter of the National 
Society of the Daughters of the American 
Revolution will have a card and game party 
fundraiser at the Island House Restaurant, 
Wachapreague. The $40 admission includes 
lunch. A silent auction will be held. Pro-
ceeds support the scholarship fund for grad-
uating seniors. RSVP at 757-442-4709. 
n CREATIVE WRITING: 5 p.m., Teen 
Creative Writing at the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia Public Library, 24313 Bennett St., 
Parksley.
n LECTURE: 6 to 7 p.m., Gerald Boyd 
will give a lecture on the Samuel D. Outlaw 
Blacksmith Shop in Onancock at the  East-
ern Shore of Virginia Public Library, 24313 
Bennett St., Parksley.
n INTERNATIONAL MOVIE: 7 p.m., 
“Radical,” presented by the Roseland Cin-
ema and Entertainment Center at the Rose-
land Theatre, Onancock. Tickets are $8 for 
single show and $25 for the season. Free for 
teachers and school administrators. 

Friday, February 9
n BINGO: 5 p.m. doors open, 6:30 p.m. 
games begin, Exmore Moose Lodge 683, 
15315 Merry Cat Lane, Belle Haven.
n SECOND FRIDAY ART STROLL: 5 to 

8 p.m., sponsored by the Onancock Busi-
ness and Civic Association. Businesses and 
restaurants will be open late with specials. 
n HISTORICAL TALK: 6 p.m., Jenean 
Hall will discuss her new book, “Another 
Day: More Stories from the Early Colonial 
Records of Virginia’s Eastern Shore,” at Ker 
Place, 69 Market St., Onancock. 
n LIVE MUSIC: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Paul 
Brion live at Fridays at Lemon Tree Gallery, 
301 Mason Ave., Cape Charles. 

Saturday, February 10
n YOGA: 10 to 11 a.m., kids’ yoga at the 
Eastern Shore of Virginia Public Library, 
24313 Bennett St., Parksley.
n FARMERS MARKET: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Parksley Farmers and Artisans Market, 
18444 Dunne Ave., Parksley.
n LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 8 p.m., The Low-
landers — Celtic delight at the Great Machi-
pongo Clam Shack, 6468 Lankford High-
way, Nassawadox. 
n LIVE MUSIC: 7 p.m., Cheriton native 
Alvy Powell, who performed for nine U.S. 
presidents, will perform show tunes from 
“Porgy and Bess” and other Broadway se-
lections as part of the Historic Cokesbury 
Church and Cultural Center’s Free Con-
cert Series at 13 Market St. Donations are 
welcomed.  
n LIVE MUSIC: 7 to 9 p.m., Alex Holt 
at ESO Arts Center, Belle Haven. Tickets 
are $20 in advance or $25 at the door. Visit 
www.esoartscenter.org for tickets. 
n LIVE MUSIC: 8 p.m., Valentine’s Dance 
Party with the Soul Shakers at the Historic 
Palace Theatre, Cape Charles. Admission is 
$15. Cash bar. 

Sunday, February 11
n GAME DAY WINGS: Noon to 4 p.m., 
Eastville Volunteer Fire Department game 
day wings. Four pounds of wings for $25. 
Call or text 757-678-6939 to order.
n LIVE MUSIC: 1 to 4 p.m., open mic and 
jam session open to local musicians each 
Sunday at Cape Charles Brewing Compa- 
ny, 2198 Stone Road, Cape Charles. Free 
admission.
n INTERNATIONAL MOVIE: 2 p.m., 
“Radical,” presented by the Roseland Cine-
ma and Entertainment Center at the Rose-
land Theatre, Onancock. Tickets are $8 for 
single show and $25 for the season. Free for 
teachers and school administrators. 

Monday, February 12
n STORY TIME: Story time anytime, all 
day at the Eastern Shore of Virginia Region-

al Library, 24313 Bennett St., Parksley, and 
the Northampton Free Library, 7745 Bay-
side Road, Nassawadox. 
n CRAFTS: 10 a.m. to 12:30 a.m., kids’ 
crafts at the Eastern Shore of Virginia Re-
gional Library, 24313 Bennett St., Parksley.
n GAME DAY: 1 to 4 p.m., Game Day 
Monday at the Island Theatre Annex, 4074 
Main Street. Bring a personal drink or 
snack. Card and table games available. 
n BINGO: Doors open at 5 p.m., first game 
at 7 p.m., Onancock Elks Lodge, 22454 
Front St., Accomac. Info: 757-787-7750.

Tuesday, February 13
n TECH HELP TUESDAY: All day tech-
nology assistance at the Northampton Free 
Library, 7745 Bayside Road, Nassawadox. 
n NATURE WALK: 8 a.m. at the Ned S. 
Brinkley Nature Preserve, 20001 Seaside 
Road, Cape Charles. Free of charge. Call 
610-500-9971 for more information. Pre-
sented by the Eastern Shore Bird Club. 
n BREAKFAST: 8:30 to 10 a.m., the 
American Legion Post 159, Chincoteague, 
is having a Veterans Café for all veterans 
and currently serving military on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 4023 Main St., 
Chincoteague.
n MEETING: 9 a.m., the Eastern Shore 
Community Services will hold its regular 
monthly board meeting at the administration 
office. 24233 Lankford Highway, Tasley. 
n CRAFTS: 1 to 3 p.m., Hooks and Nee-
dles craft group at Powelton Presbyterian 
Church, Wachapreague.
n GAMING: 5 to 6:30 p.m., Teen Gam-
ing Tuesday at the Eastern Shore of Vir-
ginia Regional Library, 24313 Bennett St., 
Parksley.
n MOVIE: 5 to 6 p.m., “Gatherings,” will 
be shown during Barrier Island Movie Night 
at the Eastern Shore of Virginia Public Li-
brary, 24313 Bennett St., Parksley.
n BENEFIT DINNER: 5 to 7 p.m., Cape
ville United Methodist Church will have 
an all-you-can-eat pancake supper, in-
cluding pancakes, eggs, sausage, scrapple, 
baked apples, coffee, and juice. The cost 
is $10 for adults and $5 for children. Tick-
ets are sold at the door and in advance. 
Call Pat Scott for tickets at 757-678-6742.
n BENEFIT DINNER: 5 to 7 p.m., Po-
comoke City Samaritan Shelter’s 11th an-
nual Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner at 
the Pocomoke Elks Lodge, 1944 Worces-
ter Highway, Pocomoke City. Tickets are 
$12 for adults, $6 for children age 3 to 6, 
and admission is free for children age 3 and 
younger. The menu is pancakes, sausage, 

apples, scrambled eggs, sausage gravy, bis-
cuits, and beverage. Tickets can be pur-
chased at the shelter, Market Street Deli, 
First Shore Federal, The Christmas Sweets, 
and Enchanted Florist. Call 443-944-3889 
for more information. 
n BINGO: Doors open 6 p.m., first game 
7:30 p.m., Cheriton Volunteer Fire Co., 
21334 S. Bayside Road, Cheriton.

Wednesday, February 14
n STORY TIME: Story time anytime, all 
day at the Eastern Shore of Virginia Region-
al Library, 24313 Bennett St., Parksley, and 
the Northampton Free Library, 7745 Bay-
side Road, Nassawadox. 
n DRAWING: The Pocomoke Area Cham-
ber of Commerce is raffling a Valentine’s 
gift basket valued at more than $300 to 
help raise funds for the Costen House Mu-
seum, the Delmarva Discovery Center, 
and the Samaritan Shelter. Raffle tickets 
are four for $10. The drawing will be held 
Feb. 14. Purchase tickets at The Christmas 
Sweet, 129 Market St., Pocomoke City or 
by emailing pocomokechamber@gmail.
com.
n LUNCHEON: Noon, Pocomoke Area 
Chamber of Commerce General Member-
ship Luncheon at the Market Street Deli, 
1206 Market St., Pocomoke City. The guest 
speaker is Lauren Cooper of The Cricket 
Center. The cost for lunch is $13, which 
includes the meal and beverage. Cash or 
credit cards will be accepted at the door. A 
meet-and-greet begins at 11:30 a.m.
n BINGO: Doors open at 6 p.m., first game 
7:30 p.m., Painter Volunteer Fire Co., 17116 
Wayside Drive, Painter.
n LIVE MUSIC AND DINNER: 6 p.m., 
dinner and “Songs from the Heart,” by Jen-
nifer Hope Wills and Todd Crosby, at the 
Mar-Va Theater Performing Arts Center, 
Pocomoke City. Tickets are $75. Cost for 
the live music, which begins at 7:30 p.m., is 
$25. Visit www.marvatheater.com

Thursday, February 15
n SENIOR EXERCISE: 10 a.m., Commu-
nity Senior Exercise Program, at the Pow-
elton Presbyterian Church, Wachapreague. 
n CHAMBER MEETING: 10 a.m., Chin-
coteague Chamber of Commerce Annual 
General Membership Meeting at the Chin-
coteague Center, 6155 Community Drive. 
Light fare will be catered by Channel Bass 
Inn and Restaurant. The event will be spon-
sored by the Virginia Spaceport Authority. 

Calendar
(Continued from page 2)

(Continued on page 15)
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The featured speaker will be Dave Pierce, 
director, NASA Wallops Flight Facility. 
RSVP by Feb. 12 for planning purposes to 
joanne@chincoteaguechamber.com
n PROGRAM: 5 to 6 p.m., STEM Night 
(bird identification) at the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia Regional Library, 24313 Bennett 
St., Parksley.
n BEDTIME STORY: 6 to 7 p.m., at the the 
Northampton Free Library, 7745 Bayside 
Road, Nassawadox. 

Friday, February 16
n FARMERS MARKET: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Parksley Farmers and Artisans Market, 
18444 Dunne Ave., Parksley.
n BINGO: 5 p.m. doors open, 6:30 p.m. 
games begin, Exmore Moose Lodge 683, 
15315 Merry Cat Lane, Belle Haven.
n LIVE MUSIC: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., T&T, 
Terry Flynn and Tim Hunt, live at Fridays at 
Lemon Tree Gallery, 301 Mason Ave., Cape 
Charles. 
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 7 
p.m., Chincoteague Island Theatre Compa-
ny presents Agatha Christie’s “Murder on 
the Orient Express.” Adapted for the stage 
by Ken Ludwig and directed by Lexi Hubb. 
Held at 6309 Church St., Chincoteague. 
Tickets are $15 each at www.chincoteague-
ca.org
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 8 
p.m., “Crumbs From The Table of Joy,” fea-
turing Nichanna Gholson-Dennis, Maliyah 
Kellam, James Rich, Aja Ruffin, and Madi-
son Herold, at The North Street Playhouse, 
34 Market St., Onancock. Tickets are $25 
for adults and seniors and $10 for students. 
See www.northstreetplayhouse.org

Saturday, February 17
n FARMERS MARKET: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Parksley Farmers and Artisans Market, 
18444 Dunne Ave., Parksley.
n STORY: 10:30 a.m., Hometown heroes 
story time with Kathy Custis at the East-
ern Shore of Virginia Public Library, 24313 
Bennett St., Parksley.
n PROGRAM: 5 to 6 p.m., STEM activity 
(bird identification) at the Northampton Free 
Library, 7745 Seaside Road, Nassawadox. 
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 7 
p.m., Chincoteague Island Theatre Compa-
ny presents Agatha Christie’s “Murder on 
the Orient Express.” Adapted for the stage 

by Ken Ludwig and directed by Lexi Hubb. 
Held at 6309 Church St., Chincoteague. 
Tickets are $15 each at www.chincoteague-
ca.org
n LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 8 p.m., Alex Holt at 
the Great Machipongo Clam Shack, 6468 
Lankford Highway, Nassawadox. 
n LIVE MUSIC: 7 p.m., “Harlem Nights” 
at Giddens’ Do-Drop Inn, 8204 Bayford 
Road, Weirwood. Featuring Melinda and 
the Speakeasies and The Down ’N’ Outs 
Band. A heavy rotation of hors d’oeuvres 
will be served. Cash bar. $25 tickets can be 
purchased at Rayfield’s Pharmacy locations 
in Cape Charles and Nassawadox, and at 
the Book Bin in Onley. 
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 8 
p.m., “Crumbs From The Table of Joy,” fea-
turing Nichanna Gholson-Dennis, Maliyah 
Kellam, James Rich, Aja Ruffin, and Madi-
son Herold, at The North Street Playhouse, 
34 Market St., Onancock. Tickets are $25 
for adults and seniors and $10 for students. 
See www.northstreetplayhouse.org

Sunday, February 18
n SPECIAL EVENT: 11 a.m., St. Luke 
A.M.E. Church, Locustville, will present 
“A World Without African People,” during 
the morning service. The event focuses 
on inventions and contributions of Afri-
can-Americans past and present. The Rev. 
Pamela Watford is the pastor. 
n LIVE MUSIC: 1 to 4 p.m., open mic and 
jam session open to local musicians each 
Sunday at Cape Charles Brewing Compa- 
ny, 2198 Stone Road, Cape Charles. Free 
admission.
n HYMN SING: 2 p.m., the Community 
Church of God and Belle Haven United 
Methodist Church will have a hymn sing 
entitled, “Spreadin’ the Gospel,” at 35446 
Belle Haven Road. A covered dish supper 
will follow. 
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 2:30 
p.m., “Crumbs From The Table of Joy,” fea-
turing Nichanna Gholson-Dennis, Maliyah 
Kellam, James Rich, Aja Ruffin, and Madi-
son Herold, at The North Street Playhouse, 
34 Market St., Onancock. Tickets are $25 
for adults and seniors and $10 for students. 
See www.northstreetplayhouse.org
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 7 
p.m., Chincoteague Island Theatre Compa-
ny presents Agatha Christie’s “Murder on 
the Orient Express.” Adapted for the stage 
by Ken Ludwig and directed by Lexi Hubb. 
Held at 6309 Church St., Chincoteague. 
Tickets are $15 each at www.chincoteague-

ca.org

Monday, February 19
n GAME DAY: 1 to 4 p.m., Game Day 
Monday at the Island Theatre Annex, 
4074 Main Street. Bring a personal 
drink or snack. Card and table games 
available. 
n BINGO: Doors open at 5 p.m., first game 
at 7 p.m., Onancock Elks Lodge, 22454 
Front St., Accomac. Info: 757-787-7750.
n OPEN HOUSE: 6 p.m., the Chincote-
ague Garden Club will be having an open 
house for potential new members at the 
Island Theater Annex on Main Street. 
Come learn about Garden Club projects and 
exchange information with other garden-
ing enthusiasts. Light refreshments will be 
served.
n LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 8 p.m., Melinda and 
The Speakeasies at the Blarney Stone Pub, 
10 North St., Onancock. 

Tuesday, February 20
n BINGO: Doors open 6 p.m., first game 
7:30 p.m., Cheriton Volunteer Fire Co., 
21334 S. Bayside Road, Cheriton.
n BOOK DISCUSSION: 6 to 7 p.m., Ar-
thur Fournier will discuss his recent book, 
“Hope Makes Us Live! Hope Makes Us 
Die!” at the Eastern Shore Regional Library 
in Parksley.

Wednesday, February 21
n BINGO: Doors open at 6 p.m., first 
game 7:30 p.m., Painter Volunteer Fire Co., 
17116 Wayside Drive, Painter.

Thursday, February 22
n SENIOR EXERCISE: 10 a.m., Commu-
nity Senior Exercise Program, at the Pow-
elton Presbyterian Church, Wachapreague. 
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 8 
p.m., “Crumbs From The Table of Joy,” fea-
turing Nichanna Gholson-Dennis, Maliyah 
Kellam, James Rich, Aja Ruffin, and Madi-
son Herold, at The North Street Plahhouse, 
34 Market St., Onancock. Tickets are $25 
for adults and seniors and $10 for students. 
See www.northstreetplayhouse.com

Friday, February 23
n FARMERS MARKET: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Parksley Farmers and Artisans Market, 
18444 Dunne Ave., Parksley.
n BBQ AND BREWS: 4 to 8 p.m., The 
public is invited to the BBQ and Brews 
kickoff for Freezin’ for a Reason, which 
will be held at Cape Charles Brewing 

Company. The BBQ and Brews costs $50 
per person and $21 for attendees under 21. 
There will be craft brews, wine, barbecue, 
clam chowder, and live music. The special 
guest is the Phun Doctors. 
n BINGO: 5 p.m. doors open, 6:30 p.m. 
games begin, Exmore Moose Lodge 683, 
15315 Merry Cat Lane, Belle Haven.
n LIVE MUSIC: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Heinz 
and the Red Bird live at Fridays at Lem-
on Tree Gallery, 301 Mason Ave., Cape 
Charles. 
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 7 
p.m., Chincoteague Island Theatre Compa-
ny presents Agatha Christie’s “Murder on 
the Orient Express.” Adapted for the stage 
by Ken Ludwig and directed by Lexi Hubb. 
Held at 6309 Church St., Chincoteague. 
Tickets are $15 each at www.chincoteague-
ca.org
n COMEDY SHOW: 7 to 9 p.m.,The Mar-
Va presents “The Ivy League of Comedy,” 
including Moody McCarthy, Karen Ber-
green, and Shaun Eli, at the Mar-Va Theater 
Performing Arts Center in Pocomoke City.  
Tickets are $30. Visit www.marvatheater.com
n THEATRICAL PERFORMANCE: 8 
p.m., “Crumbs From The Table of Joy,” fea-
turing Nichanna Gholson-Dennis, Maliyah 
Kellam, James Rich, Aja Ruffin, and Madi-
son Herold, at The North Street Plahhouse, 
34 Market St., Onancock. Tickets are $25 
for adults and seniors and $10 for students. 
See www.northstreetplayhouse.com

Saturday, February 24
n FARMERS MARKET: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., 
Parksley Farmers and Artisans Market, 
18444 Dunne Ave., Parksley.
n ART WALK: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Eastern 
Shore Community College will hold its In-
door Winter Art Walk in the college’s main 
academic building, 29316 Lankford High-
way, Melfa. Enjoy two floors of local artists 
and crafters, food, and live music. 
n FUNDRAISER: Noon, Eastern Shore of 
Virginia Habitat for Humanity will hold its 
annual Freezin’ for a Reason’ at the Cape 
Charles beachfront. Call 757-442-4687 for 
more information. The celebrity dipper is 
Beth Sharpley, owner of Coastline Chemi-
cal and a member of the  Eastern Shore of 
Virginia Chamber of Commerce and the 
Eastern Shore Madrigals.
n LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 8 p.m., Melinda and 
The Speakeasies at the Great Machipon-
go Clam Shack, 6468 Lankford Highway, 
Nassawadox. 

Calendar
(Continued from page 14)
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MEET THE WEICHERT

Family!

Diana Belote 
757-709-4972

Ian McLean
757-693-2001

Leslie Lewis
757-709-8271

Beth Haines
757-693-2489

Helen Glenn
757-710-3129

Susan Beasley
757-710-1284

Jeremy Ware 
908-328-8634

Sharon Rohde
757-710-1905

Bunny McLean
757-710-5952

Cindy Nicolls
757-710-2934

George Schoolfield
757-710-1871

Maureen Mackay
757-709-8590

Catherine Stinson
757-288-4144

Cathy Salamone 
631-838-5920

Susan Hill
757-710-3816

Dana Dillon 
804-937-4102

Jessica Bernard
757-710-9938

Tammy Mason
757-710-2295

Owner/Associate Broker

Jane Bulette
757-710-0319

Managing Broker

Patrick Daub
757-777-0159

Michael Baril 
757-710-5200

Andy Mason
757-710-8497

Owner/ Broker

47 Market Street | Onancock, VA | (757) 787-1010 | mason-davis.com | Licensed in VA

Linda B Spence
757-999-4503

Daryl Mitros 
845-596-7151
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Waterfront in Hunting Creek
21383 Hopkins Rd Parksley, VA

Include a guest house and a barn - 3 Br / 2B 

$875,000  MLS#59922   
Jane K. Bulette (757) 710-0319

Waterfront in Nandua Creek
31432 Nandua Dr Painter, VA

4 Br/ 3.5 B 

$874,500  MLS#59392   
Susan Beasley (757) 710-1284

Waterfront in Jacobus Creek
6076 Harmantown Rd Machipongo, VA

3 Br/ 2 B 

$550,000  MLS#59723   
Catherine D. Stinson (757) 288-4144

Waterfront in Onancock Creek
1 Liberty Street Onancock, VA

3 Br/ 2 B 

$549,000  MLS#59780   
Tammy Mason (757) 710-2295

47 Market Street | Onancock, VA
757-787-1010 | mason-davis.com

28272 Fairway Dr Melfa, VA
3 Br/ 2 B 

$439,000  MLS#59724   
Tammy Mason (757) 710-2295

Waterfront in Canal of Chesconessex Creek
20334 Pintail Ln  Onancock, VA

3 BR/ 2 B 

$399,000  MLS#59751   
Jessica Bernard (757) 710-9938

23 Market Street Onancock, VA
3 Restrooms/ Retail, Food Service 

$385,000  MLS#59410   
Dana Dillon (804) 937-4102

29465 Race Track Rd Melfa, VA
3 BR/ 2 B 

$364,990  MLS#59385   
Leslie Lewis (757) 709-8271

4 Waples St Onancock, VA
3 BR/ 2 B 

$359,000  MLS#59277   
Sharon Rohde (757) 710-1905

Deeded Access of the Chesapeake Bay
11403 Heron Dr Machipongo, VA

3 BR/ 2 B 

$315,000  MLS#59900   
Daryl Ann Mitros (845) 596-7151

3069 Main St Exmore, VA
3 BR/ 2 B 

$249,900  MLS#59874   
Michael Baril (757) 710-5200

Property is close to Wachapreague, known for fishing. Room 
for boat & recreational vehicles. Furnished mobile home.

20316 Bradford Rd Melfa, VA - 3 BR/ 2 B 

$189,000  MLS#59627   
Ian McLean (757) 693-2001

Bunny McLean (757) 710-5952

Waterview in Machipongo River
17129 Sandpiper Lane Quinby, VA

3 BR/ 2 B 

$189,000  MLS#59596   
Cynthia Nicolls (757) 710-2934

Waterfront in Nassawadox Creek
Lot 16 Chesawadox Dr Jamesville, VA

+/- : 2.27 Acres 

$175,000  MLS#57611   
Cathy Salamone (631) 838-5920

0 Whites Crossing Rd Hallwood, VA
+/- : 4 Acres 

$65,000  MLS#59387   
Diana Belote (757) 709-4972

Waterview in Nassawadox Creek
2 parcels for sale Chesawadox Dr.Jamesville

Lot 1&2 buy one or buy both! 

MLS#57506   
Maureen Mackay (757) 709-8590
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Food and drink

Year-round seafood 
favorites at the water’s edge

SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
A clam fritter sandwich at Harbor’s End in Greenbackville comes with a side of hand-cut fries from local 
potatoes. This order also includes a side of hush puppies. 

BY TED SHOCKLEY
Shore First

There is an allure to eating seafood at the wa-
ter’s edge — especially if the seafood is expertly 
prepared and the restaurant serving it is next to a 
working harbor. 

But the location is only part of the draw of Har-
bor’s End, the accurately named eatery at 2118 
Harbor Drive in Greenbackville. 

The food — homemade and handmade, using 
family recipes — features the cravable simplicity 
of traditional Eastern Shore cuisine at reasonable 
prices.

The single-fried oysters were crunchy on the out-
side and tender on the inside. The clam fritter was a 
tasty rendition of a time-honored local favorite.

The hand-cut fries, made from Dublin Farms 
potatoes grown nearby, had a boardwalk tastiness. 
Save a trip to Ocean City and head to Greenbackville 
instead.

Stephanie Downing, the restaurant’s can-do 
owner, opened 11 months ago and has remained 
open all winter — some Eastern Shore restaurants 
close during the colder months.

The offseason is a good time to visit. During the 
evenings in summer’s high season, “we had waiting 
lists,” said Downing, who grew up on Chincoteague 
and worked at a number of eateries on the island.

In recent years, she decided to open her own 
place, saying that if she worked hard for others, “I 
might as well do it for myself.”

The former restaurant at the site had closed and 
the restaurant’s owner had donated the structure to 
the Greenbackville Volunteer Fire Department.

Just over a year ago, the firefighers awarded 
Downing the lease.

The fire department cleaned and remodeled the 
space and Downing made it into a restaurant. The 
whole place is spotless.

Downing attributes the food’s quality to Deitrick 
Downing, who smokes all the meat, hand-breads 

(Continued on page 19)
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the seafood, and gives the menu its Eastern 
Shore authenticity.

“I couldn’t do it without him,” she said. 
“The crab cakes are his grandmother’s reci-
pe. We get everything fresh and local.”

The menu includes oysters, scallops, a 
fish of the day, steak, and pork chops. From 
the smoker comes a half-chicken, half-rack 
of ribs, and smoked brisket. 

Soups, seafood sandwiches, and baskets 
round out the menu.

One of the constants at Harbor’s End 
is longtime waitress Nancy Romig, who 
worked for two previous restaurants in the 
same building.

People love the food. Stephanie Downing 
loves the customers.

“It’s beautiful here,” she said.
n Reach Harbor’s End at 757-990-4200. 

February hours are Sunday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday, from 11 a.m. to 
5 p.m., and Friday and Saturday from 11 
a.m. to 8 p.m.

Harbor’s End
(Continued from page 18)

SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
A fried oyster basket at Harbor’s End in Greenbackville comes with a side of hand-cut fries from local potatoes. 
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New businesses

Elegant new shop promotes
old-fashioned letter writing
BY TED SHOCKLEY
Shore First

Has technology and email made letter-writing 
a lost art?

A new shop in Onancock is ensuring the art 
isn’t lost forever.

Manuscript Fine Stationery, located in Studio 
101 in the Historic Onancock School, caters to 
those who participate in the time-honored tradi-
tion of sending elegant, handwritten letters.

“I figured I’d come from the other side and 
encourage people to create more handwriting,” 
said Stephanie Smith.

“Writing by hand forces you to slow down and 
think about what you are saying.”

The shop stocks stationery items from a by-
gone era, like equipment for wax sealing enve-
lopes with a custom stamp.

It also sells paperweights, fine stationery, 
and Blackwing pencils — what some call the best 
writing utensil in the world.

Blackwing pencils feature smooth-writing 
lead of different degrees of softness.

Among her offerings are letters that fold into 
envelopes — which are then sealed with wax for 
delivery.

“I’ve been pleasantly surprised by how many 
people have come in,” she said.

Some of her customers say the letter-writ-
ing supplies remind them of their childhood and 
their grandparents’ way of communication. 

“Most people want to bring it back and get 
back into it,” she said of the tradition. 

Smith also operates Bayside Transcriptions, a 
document transcription service for individuals 
and businesses.

She is adept at reading some of the colonial 
writing found in documents of yesteryear and 
translating them for families and keepsakes.

Winter hours at the shop are Thursday and 
Friday from 1 to 4 p.m. and Saturday from 10 
a.m. to 1 p.m.

Store hours also can be made by appointment 
by calling 757-387-9956.

Stephanie Smith stands 
in her new shop, called 
Manuscript Fine Stationery, 
which is located in Studio 101 
in the Historic Onancock School. 
The shop caters to those 
who participate in the 
time-honored tradition 
of sending elegant, handwritten 
letters.

EASTERN SHORE POST/TED SHOCKLEY
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The arts

Alma Latina, the Latin Ballet 
of Virginia, coming to Cape Charles

What would the world be without the mix of 
cultures? How could we live without dance and 
music? How can we exist without people of all 
colors and shapes? 

Arts Enter Cape Charles, which is at home in 
the art-deco Historic Palace Theatre, is pleased 
to present the Latin Ballet of Virginia on Satur-
day evening, March 2, at 7:30 p.m.

LBV is a professional dance company and school 
of dance providing multicultural dance programs, 
instruction, and performances to enrich and con-
nect communities through Latin/Hispanic cul-
tural dance experiences with a commitment to ed-
ucation, diversity, and accessibility. 

Founded in 1997 in Richmond under the di-
rection of Ana Ines King, a native of Colombia, 
the Company is Central Virginia’s pre-eminent 
Hispanic dance company, performing through-
out Virginia and at select venues in North and 
South America.

From the passionate fury of flamenco to tan-
go’s forbidden heat, the polished elegance of 
classical ballet to the earthen power of modern 
dance, the Latin Ballet of Virginia uses the ex-
pressive beauty of movement to weave the tales 
and traditions that are the heart and soul of His-
panic culture. 

The Latin Ballet of Virginia combines tech-
nical excellence with a soulful depth of emotion 
and an unwavering commitment to education, 
diversity, and accessibility.

Latin Ballet of Virginia’s Artistic Director is 
Marisol Betancourt Sotolongo, and the music 
is orchestrated by Kevin Davis and Band Caribe 
Ensemble.

Formed in 1984 by native New Yorker Kev-
in Davis, the ensemble presents an unforgetta-
ble sound consisting of soulful singing and salsa 
rhythms. Master percussionist and singer Kevin 
Davis studied in Puerto Rico, the Dominican Re-
public, and Jamaica. He has performed national-
ly and internationally, gaining awards in Salsa 
Festivals in Colombia, South America.	

Band Caribe is a Latin Soul Celebration! Kevin 

COURTESY PHOTO
Arts Enter Cape Charles, which is at home in the art-deco Historic Palace Theatre, is pleased to present the 
Latin Ballet of Virginia on Saturday evening, March 2, at 7:30 p.m.

(Continued on page 23)
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Davis and Band Caribe provide a great blend of Latin American, Caribbean Rhythms, Blues, Soul, 
and Motown music punctuated by driving percussion. 

The band brings the colors of the Caribbean, its crystal blue waters, the tropical sands, and the 
balmy breezes of the Caribbean Islands.

Celebrating the rhythms that influenced the music, dance, and history of Latin America, Alma 
Latina honors the native essence of Hispanic culture, how this spirit has found expression through 
times of oppression, and how it has triumphed in our modern global society.

Some of the selections presented include:	 De Donde Vengo, (Where I Am Coming From), which 
explores the Roots of Latino American Culture (Native, African, Spanish, Caribbean); La Madrina, 
of African origins, which touches an important part of Cuban folklore and religion; and Mariposas Y 
Libelulas (Butterflies and Dragonflies), which is inspired by the colorful Towns of Latino America.

This selection includes the steel drums that originated in Trinidad, in the West Indies, in the 
20th century.

The Latin Ballet performance is sponsored in part by the Virginia Commission for the Arts. The 
presenting sponsor is Rayfield’s Pharmacy. Rayfield’s has been a long-standing supporter of Arts 
Enter.

Arts Enter Cape Charles is a nonprofit fine and performing art center that was created in 1997. 
Classes in all disciplines such as dance, drama, music, and the visual arts are available and continue 
to inspire children and adults of all ages to get involved in the exciting life on stage and behind the 
wings. 

Arts Enter has a full theatre season and this Spring will include a Valentine’s Dance Party on 
Feb. 10, a One Act Play Festival and an ABBA Tribute in April, and a production of the long running 
Broadway hit The Fantasticks in May. Tickets are available online at www.artsentercapecharles.org 
calling the Lemon Tree Gallery ​at 757-331-4327, or at the door.

Alma Latina
(Continued from page 22)

COURTESY PHOTO
Arts Enter Cape Charles, which is at home in the art-deco 
Historic Palace Theatre, is pleased to present the Latin 
Ballet of Virginia on Saturday evening, March 2, at 7:30 
p.m.
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ESCC Foundation Oyster Roast

COURTESY PHOTO
Guests enjoyed the springlike temperatures outside under the tent with the 
option of dining in the Great Hall of ESCC Workforce Development.

COURTESY PHOTO
ESCC Phi Theta Kappa members and advisors worked the event serving 
guests.

COURTESY PHOTO
Eastern Shore oysters were the main event along with delicious chowder.

COURTESY PHOTO
Guests were treated to a wide selection of silent auction items donated by 
area businesses and individuals.
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Obituary

Susan Ann “Sue” Dickey
A welcome home party was held on the evening 

of Dec. 13, 2023, and Mrs. Susan Ann “Sue” Dick-
ey (née Flathau) was the guest of honor. No doubt 
she was received by Jesus with much jubilation and 
then immediately went to drag Bill out on the divine 
dance floor. 

This heavenly reunion was surely better than any 
of the countless parties she had planned on Earth: 
more enjoyable than any surprise birthday party or 
holiday feast, more fun than the get-togethers in 
Bill’s office while the Grand Haven Coast Guard pa-
rade passed by below, better than the bacchanalian 
New Year’s Eve bashes in the basement, and even 
surpassing the Madeira Beach boat parade parties 
for which she would decorate the house and dock, get 
out the special Christmas dishes, and bake hundreds 
of cookies (carefully hidden from the marauding 
hands of Bill and the girls). For this party in Heav-
en, she didn’t have to lock her little brothers out of 
the house to clean up, nor did she have to send out 
hand-crafted invitations, plan a menu and games, or 
wash dishes afterward!

Of course born on a holiday, Sue arrived New 
Year’s Day in 1941 to John Carl “Jack” and Geral-
dine “Peggy” Flathau in Battle Creek, Mich. She 
spent the next eight decades displaying her fun per-
sonality, whether working as a roller-skating carhop, 
driving her Corvette with the top down (the car’s, 
not hers), or embarrassing the heck out of her daugh-
ters by practicing for her belly-dancing classes in a 
skimpy costume in front of the living room windows. 

She loved to dance and knew all the steps to the Cha-
Cha Slide, the Macarena, and more.

Sue’s dance partner for life was William Robert 
“Bill” Dickey; from their wedding on September 1, 
1962, until his death in 2021, Bill mostly tolerat-
ed his wife’s gregariousness and is probably once 
again awkwardly holding her hand while she literally 
dances circles around him. Sue was the consummate 
entertainer, but would also happily trade a big, bois-
terous party for a quiet evening of competitive and 
argumentative Scrabble or Monopoly with just a few 
people.

But Sue was not all fun and games: she was a hard 
worker, too. She honed her leadership and conflict 
resolution skills raising her daughters and manag-
ing Bill’s life law practice in Grand Haven, Mich. and 
then in Seminole, Fla. A career in human resourc-
es naturally followed, with people paying her to tell 
them what to do. While working full-time and active 
in HR peer associations, she also finished her college 
degree and proudly graduated (with distinction) at 
age 56. 

Sue rose through the ranks at Allied Specialty In-
surance, Inc. until she became their vice president, 
a position from which she finally retired so that she 
could spend more time having fun with Bill. Togeth-
er they roamed the country in their RV, traveled the 
world on cruise ships, and especially, spent time with 
their beloved grandsons.

After Bill’s passing in 2021, she moved to Cape 
Charles to be near her daughter, Karen, where she 
made a new squad of friends and quickly became ev-
erybody’s favorite church lady. Despite not feeling 
well, she was on her way to her grandson’s wedding 

in Guatemala but only made it as far as her other 
daughter’s house in Fort Wayne, Ind. During her 
short hospital stay, she maintained her sense of hu-
mor, telling both Karla and Karen that each was her 
favorite child and asking visitors to go away because 
she felt that she could not be properly hospitable 
while wearing only a hospital gown.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Bill; 
her brother, John Carl Flathau II; as well as her par-
ents and others. Sue is probably organizing a com-
mittee of angels and directing some heavenly proj-
ects, getting every detail ready for the time when she 
will give a warm welcome to her daughters, Karla 
(Ignacio) Avila and Karen (Chris) Willis; grand-
sons, John Carlos Avila, Christopher (Briana) Willis, 
William Roberto (Kaleela) Avila, Kevin Willis, and 
Colvin Willis; brother, Brent (Doryan) Flathau; and 
many dear family members and friends who miss her 
terribly.

All friends, family, and any strangers who hap-
pen to be nearby are invited to a celebration of Sue’s 
life at Capeville United Methodist Church in Cape 
Charles on Saturday, Feb. 10 at 11:30 a.m., with a 
party following the service.

Sue was passionate about the mission of her 
church to improve the lives of those living on the 
Shore.  In lieu of flowers, the family asks that dona-
tions be sent in her memory to Capeville UMC, c/o 
H.H. Scott, 4301 Capeville Drive, Cape Charles, VA 
23310.

She will be interred next to Bill at Fort Custer Na-
tional Cemetery in Battle Creek, Mich. (with anoth-
er celebration, of course) in the spring; more details 
will follow.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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100 years ago
February 1924

Boiler bursts; school closes
More than 400 school children at the Cape 

Charles High School were rushed out of the building 
into a blinding snowstorm yesterday, without wraps 
or overshoes, when an explosion of the heating 
plant boiler shook the entire structure. There were 
no casualties.

For a time it seemed that the building was 
on fire. After a quick examination by Professor 
Dehaven, however, it was found there was no 
danger of fire.

The school children were sent home and it may be 
30 days before school will again be opened.

— The Covington Virginian

Night fire threatens
to raze Chincoteague

Destruction of the entire town of Chincoteague, 
Va., was threatened for a time last night by a fire 
which occurred in the midst of a snow and hail 
storm. Only the direction of the wind, blowing out 
across Chincoteague Bay, saved the place, it was 
reported.

Several valuable structures in the business 
section were razed, however, before the blaze was 
brought under control. This was accomplished by 
the Pocomoke City fire department, which had been 
summoned hastily when the fire began to spread. 
The Chincoteague chemical apparatus broke down 
in the emergency and calls were sent for outside 
help.

Large quantities of seafood awaiting shipment 
were burned when the flames destroyed the freight 
station of the Pennsylvania Railroad. All the other 
buildings destroyed were owned by Daniel J. Wheal-
ton, of Philadelphia. These were the Norfolk Barrel 
Company, where the blaze originated; the large 
department store of the Belote-Lewis Company; a 
machine shop; and the offices and shucking house of 
the Whealton Oyster Company.

— The Baltimore Sun

Pocomoke fire breaks out while firemen 
fight flames in Chincoteague

Fire, believed to have been of incendiary origin, 
broke out in the business district of Pocomoke City 
on Clark Avenue shortly before midnight last night 
while the town’s apparatus was 16 miles away help-
ing fight a blaze that destroyed a large part of the 
island town of Chincoteague, on the Eastern Shore 
of Virginia.

Departments from Salisbury, Princess Anne, and 
Snow Hill were rushed here and checked the blaze 
after it had wrecked the store of George Evans and 
damaged two other buildings. The lumber yard of 
Young & Son was threatened.

The nightwatchman of the Evans store emptied 
his revolver at two men seen fleeing from the store 
shortly before the fire broke out. Their identity is 
not known.

The fire at Chincoteague, which swept a block 
along the waterfront and did damage estimated at 
$300,000 was discovered about 9 o’clock. An appeal 
for aid was made, and the Pocomoke department 
responded.

That fire under control, the apparatus was 
laboring back in a heavy snow storm, when the fire 
here broke out. The department arrived after the 
blaze had been checked by apparatus from other 
towns.

The fire here caught the town almost unprotected 
and before the one chemical engine that remained 
and neighboring apparatus could be put into action 
it had gained considerable headway. Bucket bri-
gades were organized.

The Snow Hill department, also summoned to 
Chincoteague, had just returned when it was called 
here.

Chincoteague’s loss, due to the almost prohibi-
tive insurance rates because of its isolated location, 
will be heavy. A barrel factory, railroad wharves, 
Delot & Bros., a merchandise store of three stories 
and large quantities of oysters awaiting shipment 
to Baltimore were destroyed.

The city’s 5,000 inhabitants gathered helplessly 
to watch their meager apparatus, one engine and a 
bucket brigade, fight the flames while departments 
from Snow Hill, 30 miles away, and Pocomoke, 16 
miles away, rushed to the rescue.

Much of the destroyed property is owned by 
Daniel T. Whealton, of Philadelphia, who received 
reports of the fire from Salisbury.

— The Evening Sun

Two killed in row at dance, 
third person injured

Two persons are dead and another is seriously 
injured as a result of a shooting affray at a dance 
at Bay View, two miles from Cape Charles, early 
yesterday morning.

Joseph Doughty, who is charged with the 
shooting, escaped and is still at liberty.

It is charged that the shooting was started by 
Doughty when Lucy Hodnit stepped on his toe 
while dancing. Doughty slapped her. The girl’s 
brother, Joseph Hodnit, resented this. Dough-
ty shoved him through the door and shot him 
through the heart. Hodnit died instantly. The girl 
followed her brother into the yard, where two bul-
lets from Doughty’s pistol killed her it is charged. 
Carrie Solomon was shot through the hip. She 
will recover.

— Ledger-Star

Judge upholds blue law
Only restaurant keepers may sell ice cream to 

their customers on Sundays without violating the 
so-called blue law, according to a decision rendered 
by Judge N. B. Wescott in Northampton Circuit 
Court at Eastville, Va.

It was on July 10 of last year that George 
P. Smith, manager of the Sterling Inn, Cape 
Charles, through his attorneys, appealed the 
decision of Mayor A. F. Dize to the Circuit Court, 
when he was found guilty of selling ice cream on 
Sunday. A fine of $25 and costs was imposed by 
the Mayor. Since then restaurants and ice cream 
parlors have been supplying their trade with the 
delicacy on Sundays pending the decision of the 
Circuit Court.

— Worcester Democrat and the Ledger Enterprise

Leap year weddings are few in 
Northampton Co.

Northampton county girls are not profiting by 
the opportunities afforded by leap year, accord-
ing to records in the office of the county clerk at 
Eastville, which show that nine more couples were 
licensed to marry during the first 50 days of 1923 
than were licensed in the same period of this year. 
Either the girls are not taking advantage of leap 
year, or the men are shy.
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Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

(Continued on page 27)
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Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

Only 11 marriage licenses were issued in 
Northampton county for the first 50 days of this 
year, while 20 were issued for the same period of 
1923.

— Ledger-Star

Accomac postmaster speaks in favor
of bills now before Congress

The business of being a third or fourth-class post-
master will be made much more attractive by congres-
sional approval of bills introduced in both Senate and 
House and providing an allowance of rent, heat and 
light, in the case of third-class offices, and of a more 
liberal allowance for clerical hire at third-class offices.

These measures are being advocated by the Na-
tional League of District Postmasters, of which W. 
G. Stevenson, postmaster at Accomac, is Virginia’s 
representative on the executive committee.

Commenting on the need for the government to 
deal more liberally with small postoffices, Mr. Ste-
venson said that the growth of parcel post business 
had thrown such an additional burden on the third 
and fourth-class postmaster that the game was 
hardly worth the candle.

“The old system of allowances for such postmas-
ters was based on the assumption that, as most such 
offices were located in stores, the postal position 
was valuable to a merchant because it drew trade 
to his place of business,” explained Mr. Stevenson. 
“That may have been true before the day of parcel 
post but now the small postoffices have become a 
clearing house for mail order business and a mer-
chant gets little trade from the postoffice, while the 
work connected with the position of postmaster has 
increased enormously.”

Hearings on the twin bills, according to Mr. 
Stevenson, will be held before the House and Senate 
postoffice committees this week. A joint hearing 
was requested by the National League of District 
Postmasters, but was refused.

— Ledger-Star

Northampton prohibition agent
makes good record

Twenty-five illicit stills have been destroyed, 
4,500 gallons of mash and twenty-one gallons of 
whiskey confiscated and twelve men arrested by 
Arthur Rayfield, Northampton county prohibition 
agent, since his appointment last July. Mr. Rayfield 
lives at Cobbs, five miles north of Cape Charles.

— Ledger-Star

May have Rotary club
in town of Cape Charles next

Plans for the installation of a Rotary club in 
Cape Charles are under way and Secretary John 
Weymouth, of the Hampton Club, has been desig-
nated by the international president to organize the 
new club at once. It is understood that the Hampton 
club will go to Cape Charles to institute the club 
as soon as the organization is ready to receive it. 
Secretary Weymouth has already made a trip to 
Cape Charles and from his observations that section 
is going to have one of the best and liveliest Rotary 
organizations in the Old Dominion in a short time.

District Governor Franklin Lenz, of Newport 
News, is anxious to see Cape Charles join the ranks 
of Rotarians and is lending his efforts to Mr. Wey-
mouth in that direction.

— Daily Press

Silver loving cup is awarded
to Miss Wise

Miss Katherine Tankard Wise, of Capeville High 
School, is the winner of the silver loving cup given by 
the Northampton County Chapter, D.A.R., for the best 
essay written on “Virginia Under the Royal Governors.”

Miss Wise, who is a ninth grade pupil of Cape-
ville High School, is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Walter T. Wise, of Capeville, this county. This is 
the third prize won by Miss Wise this school term.

D. W. Peters, county superintendent of school, 
will make the presentation at Capeville school this 
evening. J. Brooks Mapp, of Keller, will make the 
presentation address.

— Ledger-Star

Many school children
are treated in clinics

The dental clinics which have been in progress 
both in Accomac and Northampton counties at the 
various schools since the first of the year under 
the direction of the department of mouth hygiene, 
State Board of Health, have been reaching children 
in the rural sections of the peninsula who otherwise 
would be neglected.

More than 2,000 dental treatments have been 
accomplished so far by the two doctors assigned 
to this work by the State Board of Health on the 
Shore.

— Ledger-Star

75 years ago
February 1949

Shore magician drives car blindfolded 
in Pocomoke City

Driving through a Saturday crowd using both eyes 
taxes the resources of most drivers. But not Jimmy 
Snow, Salisbury magician.

In a borrowed car with four thicknesses of black 
cloth as blindfold, Mr. Snow drove easily through 
the streets of Pocomoke City.

He stopped at three red lights and used the horn 
to warn an approaching motorist.

The Police Chief Arthur Brittingham and John 
Yaggi, vice-president of the Pocomoke Lions Club, 
who accompanied him, the ride was a strange one.

Mr. Snow informed the two men that he had driv-
en 5,000 miles in this fashion without a mishap.

Next Monday and Tuesday nights the local Lions 
Club is sponsoring Mr. Snow and company with their 
feats of magic at the Marva Theatre.

Proceeds from the two performances will be add-
ed to the recreational fund in providing a swimming 
pool for the youth of Pocomoke City.

— The Daily Times

Eastern Shore counties
tested for blueberries

BLACKSBURG — A cooperative project will get 
under way this Spring in the Eastern Shore counties 
of Accomack and Northampton to test the possibility 
of growing blueberries commercially there.

Yesteryears
(Continued from page 26)

(Continued on page 28)
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Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

This was announced here by H. Bruce Aroian, 
associate horticulturist for Virginia Agricultural 
Extension Service. Aroian and Robert C. Moore, 
assistant horticulturist for the Agricultural Exper-
iment Station here are the project leaders.

The Extension Service and Experiment Station 
here and Virginia Truck Experiment Station near 
Norfolk are the co-operating agencies in the project, 
along with John H. Dulany and Son, Exmore fruit 
processing firm, which has made funds available for 
the work.

County Agents Roy U. Nottingham of Northamp-
ton and William A. Matthews of Accomack are now 
making arrangement with farmers who will take 
part in the project by planting blueberries early this 
Spring, Aroian said.

He continued that the project will not only try to 
determine if growing blueberries on a commercial 
scale is practical and profitable but will also try to 
learn what varieties and cultural practices are best 
suited to the area.

He said conditions on the Eastern Shore and in 
other areas of Eastern Virginia appear to be simi-
lar to those in commercial blueberry areas of New 
Jersey and North Carolina.

Among the features which make the area seem 
suitable, he added, are a desirable soil type with 
a high water table and location near water which 
protects the crop from late Spring frosts.

A similar project to test the practicality of grow-
ing strawberries on a commercial scale in the Crozet 
area of Albemarle County also is about to begin, 
Aroian said.

Cooperating agencies in the 10-acre project are 
the Extension Service and the Crozet Cold Storage 
Corporation. Leaders are Aroian, Assistant Albe-
marle County Farm Agent Hugh Henderson and E. 
H. Bane, Crozet general manager.

Aroian pointed out that in both the Eastern 
Shore and Albemarle projects, ready markets in the 
form of fruit processing firms are located nearby.

— Ledger Star

300 attend dance at Chincoteague base
The Valentine’s Day Dance Friday at the naval 

station attracted approximately 300. It was held in 
the Recreation Hall.

Twenty student nurses from Peninsula General 
Hospital, Salisbury, were present.

Miss Seana Mills of Delmar and Airman Charles 
Montalbano were winners of the jitterbug contest. 
Miss Betty Johnson of Salisbury and Aviation Ma-
chinist’s Mate 2-c John E. Roche were chosen best 
waltzers.

A buffet supper was served at the 11 p.m. inter-
mission. Music was provided by Sid Fields and his 
Blue Serenaders from Salisbury.

— The Daily Times

Dr. William D. Williams
buried in Northampton

Dr. William D. Williams, 85, prominent 
Northamptonian, died unexpectedly Saturday night 
at his home on Plum Street. Dr. Williams, who had 
been in failing health for the past year, had gone to 
his room early in the evening and had apparently 
suffered a cerebral hemorrhage from which he died 
almost instantly about 10 o’clock.

Funeral services were conducted at 11 o’clock this 
morning from the graveside at Lower Northampton 
Baptist Church. Dr. H. H. Hemming of Cape Charles 
Baptist Church was assisted by Dr. Clayton O. Tuttle 
of Trinity Methodist Church. Pall bearers were W. L. 
Williams, of Norfolk; John D. Roberts, S. C. Churn, 
M. S. Wilson, J. V. Moore, Dr. E. T. Stevens, J. G. 
Waddell, and William N. Thomas.

William Daniel Williams, a descendant of 
Northampton’s oldest families, was born at “Eyre-
ville,” the son of the late William Nottingham and 
Virginia Fitchett Williams. He was educated in the 
private schools of this county, and was graduated 
from the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery. He 
retired in 1938 after 50 years in the practice of his 
profession.

In 1891 he married Miss Nannie Bet Nottingham, 
also of Northampton County, and of this union there 
survives a daughter, Mrs. Francis C. Thomas, with 
whom Dr. Williams made his home. Mrs. Williams 
died in 1892.

Prominent in fraternal circles throughout Vir-
ginia, Dr. Williams was a 32nd Degree Mason, a 
former member of Khedive Temple A.O.N.M.S., and 
of “The Ancients of Philadelphia,” the latter orga-
nization composed of those who had been Masons 
50 years. Due to ill health Dr. Williams resigned his 
membership in Masonic organizations and in the 
Cape Charles Rotary Club, of which he was a charter 
member, about a year ago.

In addition to his daughter he is survived by a 
grandson, William F. Thomas, of Culpeper; two niec-
es, Mrs. Southey Spady, of Salisbury, Md., and Mrs. 

Read R. White, of Bay View; two nephews, Bryant 
Williams, of Cheriton, and Wilkins L. Williams, of 
Norfolk; and a number of great nieces and nephews.

— Ledger Star

Old steamer leaves Shore
on last trip across Bay

Time, a tug, and a caterpillar tractor have erased 
a familiar Eastern Shore landmark.

The “Governor Emerson Harrington,” a vessel 
renowned to the Chesapeake Bay and Shore rivers, 
has made its last trip across the bay.

The lumber in the superstructure was sold weeks 
ago to a local concern. The fixtures were bought by 
the Veterans of Foreign Wars here to help furnish 
a new post home. Now the hull rests in Baltimore 
to be converted into a garbage scow or scrapped for 
metal.

A colorful history surrounds this vessel. In 1937 
it made its last of numerous trips under its own 
power from the Claibourne-Annapolis ferry slip to 
Pocomoke City.

A local business man, C. K. Duncan, took over 
ownership in 1937 converting it to a floating hotel. 
It was stripped of its engines.

The 16 staterooms and dining room were redec-
orated and refurnished. Sailors no longer trod the 
planking. Instead “landlubbers” came aboard for 
banquets and club meetings.

The late Governor Emerson Harrington was a 
guest at one banquet attended by more than 250 
persons.

The ship was leased to many owners before being 
sold outright to Everett Smith in 1940.

The new owner moved the boat once more to An-
napolis, where it sat out the war still as a floating 
hotel. When the government took over the Annap-
olis waterfront during the war, the vessel had no 
more guests.

In 1946 she returned again to Pocomoke City 
and a new owner, Roscoe Bailey. She now became a 
restaurant and night club. But the upper decks were 
leaking badly and the whole structure was in need 
of repair.

No more buyers came her way. Its popularity as a 
restaurant waned and the scrap heap called.

— The Daily Times
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Yesteryears
100 years ago

December 1923

Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

50 years ago
February 1974

Woman, 67, drowns off Chincoteague
The body of a 67-year-old Chincoteague woman 

was discovered in the East Side Channel between 
Assateague and Chincoteague this past week.

According to Coast Guard reports, the body was 
spotted by crewmen of a ship owned by the Thomas 
Reed Fish Co. out of Chincoteague.

The body was recovered shortly after noon on 
Thursday.

A spokesman for the sheriff identified the victim 
as Lucy Hopkins and said that the medical examiner 
termed the death as accidental drowning.

— The Daily Times

Firehouse at Pocomoke City
to be renovated

The Pocomoke Mayor and City Council signed a 
contract this week for an estimated $115,000 reno-
vation project on the city firehouse.

City manager John Yankus said Mayhew Whay-
land, a Salisbury construction firm was contracted 
to do the job.

The renovation of the building will be mainly in 
the kitchen and dining room of the fire hall. Some 
structural repairs are also planned in other parts of 
the building. Air conditioning is slated for inclu-
sion in the meeting room.

According to Yankus, the city is hoping to fi-
nance most of the renovation through the Farmer’s 
Home Administration.

— The Daily Times

Grant given to Cape Charles
The Economic Development Administration, 

U.S. Department of Commerce, has awarded a 
$400,000 grant to the town of Cape Charles on Vir-
ginia’s Eastern Shore to help provide improved port 
facilities along the Virginia shore.

The funds will be used to improve bulkhead and 
wharfing facilities for the fishing vessels calling at 

Cape Charles to unload clams and other seafood.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

‘Shore’ branch
abandonment recommended

Transportation Secretary Claude S. Brinegar’s 
report on the reorganization of rail service in the 
Northeast and Midwest recommends the termina-
tion of Eastern Shore rail freight service from the 
Maryland line to Cape Charles.

Service is provided now by a branch of the Penn 
Central.

“Cape Charles generated only 13 carloads per day 
in 1972, and this traffic was diffused throughout 
the zone,” the report said. “Connections from the 
only adjacent zones – Salisbury, Md., to the north 
and Norfolk to the south [via float operations] can-
not be justified by the very small volume of traffic.”

Preston C. Shannon, chairman of the State Cor-
poration Commission, said the regulatory agency 
will seek to prevent the abandonment of rail service 
on the Eastern Shore.

“I don’t believe the data before the Department 
of Transportation on the Eastern Shore line tells 
the whole story,” the commissioner said. “This 
area of Virginia has a good growth potential, and it 
seems especially inappropriate to suggest abandon-
ment of rail transport while we are in the midst of 
an energy crisis.”

However, the study said, before the United 
States Railway Association accepts the recommen-
dation, it should review the most recent data on rail 
traffic in the area, since the 1972 figures were the 
last available. The railway association was created 
by an act of Congress “to plan and finance the re-
structuring of this ailing rail system.”

In the exhaustive study, which came to three 
volumes of statistics and graphs, a task force of ex-
perts estimated that of the 3,895 miles of railroads 
in Virginia 275 are “potentially excess” because 
they are redundant or have a very low volume of 
traffic.

In this category, the study cites in the Norfolk 
area lines from Lynnhaven to Virginia Beach and 
from Providence to Northwest; and in the Win-
chester area, from Warrenton to Calverton, from 
Strasburg to Broad Run and from Strasburg Junc-
tion to Timberville.

Because bankrupt railroads don’t operate in their 
zones, no analysis of excess rail lines was made for 
Richmond, Fredericksburg, Newport News, Peters-
burg, Charlottesville, Staunton, Roanoke, Lynch-

burg, and Radford.
In recommending competing rail service for areas 

with high volume traffic — defined in most cases as 
at least eight trainloads each way each day — the 
report said such competition should be considered:

n From Bristol to Norfolk
n From Norfolk to Beckley, W.Va., Bristol, Chi-

cago, Detroit, Gary, Ind., Pittsburgh and St. Louis.
The Transportation Department study said that Bris-

tol and Elkton City should receive special consideration 
in any major reorganization plan because they constitute 
a “major gateway for interregional rail movement.”

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Coast Guard rescues boat
The Coast Guard was called in to assist an 82-foot 

fishing vessel which ran aground in the Chincote-
ague Channel twice Wednesday night, Chincoteague 
Group Headquarters reported today.

Officials said the fishing vessel “Blue Run” ran 
aground in the channel approximately 50 yards 
from the Coast Guard station at approximately 8 
p.m. during low tide. The Coast Guard pulled the 
boat free, but it ran aground again during the low 
waters, authorities reported. At 11:15 p.m. the 
boat was able to float free by itself on a rising tide.

The “Blue Run,” which is owned by William 
Grand of New York City, and operated by James 
Mills of Chincoteague, docked at the Chincoteague 
Fish Docks. No one was reported hurt nor was the 
boat damaged, according to Coast Guard reports.

— The Daily Times

Man sought in shooting
at Pocomoke motel

A man, who was injured by gunshot wounds of 
the face and hand early today at the Twin Towers 
Motel, south of Pocomoke, was listed in satisfacto-
ry condition at Peninsula General Hospital.

Police gave the man’s name as Albert Palmer 
Kellam, 46, of Chincoteague, Va. A search was still 
being conducted for the man who fired the shots.

The victim told police that a man forced him at 
gunpoint to transport him from Virginia into Maryland. 
Kellam said they stopped at the Twin Towers Motel and 
while inside the restaurant he (Kellam) attempted to es-
cape by throwing a cup of coffee into the suspect’s face.

Kellam said at this time the man pulled a revolver 
from his waist and fired one shot at him striking him in 
the face. A spokesman at Peninsula General Hospital 
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Yesteryears
100 years ago

December 1923

Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

said Kellam sustained pellet wounds not only in his face 
but also his right eye and left thumb.

Following the shooting, the suspect fled on foot. 
He was last seen fleeing the Twin Towers parking 
lot across a wooded area and into a swamp. A canine 
unit and State Police was well as the Worcester 
County sheriff’s office conducted a search for sever-
al hours but were unable to locate the suspect.

He was described as being about 22 years old, six-
foot-one-inch tall, short black hair, wearing dark 
clothing and having a .22 caliber revolver.

— The Daily Times

25 years ago
February 1999

Real estate, development boom
reawakens Cape Charles

More than a century after two railroad men from 
up north put the place on the map — literally — the 
future is beginning to look a lot like the past in this 
bay-front town near the southern tip of Delmarva.

“For Sale” signs are sprouting on residential and 
commercial properties, and newcomers are snapping 
up second homes, investment properties, and rentals 
so fast that local real estate agents can barely keep up.

There’s not a block among the perfectly square 
644 lots laid out in 1883 by New York, Pennsylvania 
& Norfolk Railroad executive William L. Scott that 
hasn’t attracted interest.

Isolated for years by a $10 one-way toll to make 
the 30- to 40- minute trek across the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge-Tunnel to Norfolk, Virginia Beach, and other 
Hampton Roads cities, the southernmost town on 
the Delmarva Peninsula is no longer a secret.

Cape Charles’ pristine Chesapeake Bay beach and 
stately late-Victorian homes are drawing increasing 
numbers of well-heeled investors looking for weekend 
getaways, says Kim Starr, a New Jersey native who 
first came to Virginia’s Eastern Shore 15 years ago.

— The Baltimore Sun

Reverend recalls Negro League

The Rev. Charles Mapp, of Hare Valley, looks 
like a baseball pitcher — tall, thin and blessed with 
long, strong fingers.

While most people know Mapp as a former Ac-
comack County teacher and an articulate pastor at 
a Cheriton church, Mapp was a pitcher for most of 
the 1940s and ‘50s — a professional right-handed 
hurler playing a game that, like society, had long 
been segregated.

Mapp, 71, fondly remembers those days—includ-
ing the time he went head-to-head against Satchell 
Paige, one of professional baseball’s legends, during 
Mapp’s tenure with a barnstorming team.

Mapp’s team, the Indianapolis Clowns, had once 
been a member of the old Negro League. After the 
league faded, the Clowns and the New York Black 
Yankees — another former Negro League squad —
had been purchased and toured the country, playing 
each other as well as regional squads.

One year, after the major league season ended, 
Paige and Brooklyn Dodger greats Don Newcome 
and Roy Campanella were members of an all-black 
traveling team that played against the Clowns.

Paige, the future hall of famer, started for one team. 
Mapp, the future science teacher, started for the other.

“And Satch made me look like a schoolboy,” said 
Mapp with a chuckle. “That guy had some awesome 
pitches. He was exceptional. I had never seen a 
pitcher like him.”

— The Daily Times

House speaker visits
Northampton sheriff

J. Dennis Hastert, R-Ill., Speaker of the 
U.S. House of Representatives, recently toured 
Northampton County for two days with Sheriff Wal-
ter Wayne Bradford and a group of local citizens.

“I consider it an honor to have been able to 
spend two days assisting in the visit,” Bradford 
said. “It was a special pleasure to have him come 
to see and learn about Northampton County.”

Hastert, a resident of Illinois’ 14th Congres-
sional District, has been a member of the House 
since 1986. Before becoming Speaker of the 
House, Hastert served as Chief Deputy Majority 
Whip, Chairman of the House Government Re-
form and Oversight Committee’s National Secu-
rity, International Affairs and Criminal Justice 
Subcommittee, and as a member of the House 
Commerce Committee.

“He is a really nice, down-to-earth guy,” Brad-
ford said. “I thoroughly enjoyed my time with 
the Speaker and with his chief of staff, Scott 
Palmer, who accompanied him on the trip.”

Bradford confirmed that he had been contact-
ed by the Capitol Police prior to Hastert’s visit 
to assist with security.

Hastert has presented legislation in Congress 
to reform the budget process, balance the federal 
budget, and cut government waste. As a crusader 
for the environment, Hastert’s most notable work 
includes preserving groundwater standards.

Groundwater standards are a big concern for 
Northampton and Accomack counties, low-level 
lands known to retain water. Both counties are 
seeking federal funding through U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture for improving the quality of 
drinking water and correcting sewage problems.

— The Daily Times

Yesteryears
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Disc golf events slated
The Eastern Shore of Virginia Disc Golf Club is hosting a glow-in-the-dark 

disc golf round at the Historic Onancock School, 6 College Ave., Onancock on 
Saturday, Feb. 3.

The entry fee is $5, with an optional donation of $1 for the ace pot. The event 
begins at 6 p.m. Players must check in by 5:55 p.m. The player with the lowest 
score after 18 holes will be declared the winner.

The 2024 Ice Bowl at Indiantown Park, 7399 Indiantown Road, Eastville will take 
place on Saturday, March 2, at 10 a.m. This disc golf event raises money for the Food-
bank of the Eastern Shore. The entry fee is $20. There will be a basket raffle, a disc 
raffle, prizes for class winners, and the return of the chili cook-off.

The Pancake Parley III, a Professional Disc Golf Association C-tier tournament, 
hosted by William Smith Jr., is scheduled for Saturday, March 9, at 9:15 a.m. at 
the Lynwood Forrest Disc Golf Course, 5524 Seaside Road, Exmore. Players must 
register in advance; registration closes at 8 p.m. on March 8.

For more information on these events, join the ESVADGC group on Facebook.  
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Times are getting tight. 
The price of gas is through the roof 

and the cost of milk has me longing 
for a cow in my backyard.

But not to worry. I can apparently 
afford anything I want.

Why, this week alone, I’ve received 
two “pre-approved” credit cards with 
astronomical limits — not to mention 
all those “convenience checks.”

I guess I should be pleased my cred-
it is so good.

Instead, I find myself wishing 
that the credit companies would stop 
tempting me — and save a few trees in 
the process.

I really don’t need any more cred-
it cards. I mean, the last one I got I 
applied for while in Disney World 
simply to get the freebies they were 
dispensing.

I haven’t even peeled the activation 
strip off that one and already I’m get-
ting offers to upgrade my Tinker Bell 
VISA.

I am going to hold onto it, though, 
since I’m afraid it might eventually 
take a little Disney Magic to keep the 
old wolf from the door.

I don’t mean to complain, for I re-
alize that I am indeed blessed. I and 
mine have everything we need — and 
most of what we want.

Still, with today’s prices, one must 
carefully watch one’s budget — some-
thing that is much easier said than 
done.

For example, I’d just left home the 
other morning when I realized I had 
left some lights on. 

I quickly tried to figure what the 
cost of the electric usage would be 

when compared to the cost of the ex-
tra gas I would burn if I were to go 
back home to turn them off.

About the time I realized I couldn’t 
come close to figuring that out with-
out at least paper and pencil, I re-
alized I also had left my cell phone 
home, so I burned the gas.

And then there is the issue of the 
grocery bill — and milk is only a part 
of that equation.

The formula I have to use in de-
termining my food budget includes a 
factor of one teenage boy in residence, 
with an exponent of four more on 
weekends, divided into cases of sodas 
and mountains of chips.

Add in a couple of family dinners 
per week and you have a grocery store 
tab approaching the national debt.

I can take comfort in the fact that 
I’ve saved over $1,000 since I quit 
smoking over a year ago.

Now, if I can give up chocolate, 
there should be another $2,000 or so 
in the savings column, but I won’t al-
locate those funds just yet.

Right now, I’m trying to decide 
what to do with the check I’ll be get-
ting from the IRS as part of Pres-
ident Bush’s “economic stimulus 
package.”

From what I understand, the feds 
are hoping we all spend that money 
on new goods or services in order to 
jump-start the economy.

I guess I’ll go shopping, since it 
would be downright unpatriotic to do 
anything else.

Anybody know where I can shop for 
a good milk cow?

Times are getting tight.
She needs a milk cow.

Candy Farlow

Candy Farlow
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