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A rare opportunity to own 
some of the best hunting 
land on the Eastern Shore 
of Virginia! Lots of wildlife!  

Licensed In Virginia 

113 Mason Avenue,  
Cape Charles, VA 23310 

  757-331-4885 

7134 Wilsonia Neck Dr., 
Machipongo, VA 23405 

757-678-5200 

Beachfront 

3 bdrm, 2 bath Total Living 
on 1st floor home with open 
floor plan. Community pool 
& tennis. Has Boat Slip! 

King’ Creek Landing 

.8 acre lot w/spectacular & 
unobstructed views of the 
Chesapeake Bay, just south of 
Cape Charles. Great sunsets! 

In the heart of the business 
district, 655 sf of retail, office 
or professional space. Recent 
& attractive. Great Location! 

Vaucluse Shores 

Water Access 

Best of Virginia  
5 years in a row! 

Beachfront Lot Bayfront Cottage 

Chesapeake Bay Cottage. 
Cute, cozy and furnished! 
Excellent opportunity to 
own a bayfront 3 bedroom,  
1½ Bath home directly on 
the Bay.  1,060 sf. Eastville. 

Just outside Cape Charles, 
Newly constructed 3 bdrm, 
2 bath home. Total living 
on 1 floor,  open floor plan, 
fireplace, granite  counters.  

Tower Hill 

4 bdrm, 3 
ba, 2893 sqft. Water-
front home w/ deep-
water dock in neighbor-
hood of fine homes. 

Beautiful beachfront 2½ 
acre lot in very upscale 
beachfront area offering a 
mile & a half of very 
pristine beach. Located 
just south of Cape Charles. 

Expertly designed 4 bdrm, 3 ba  
home in Bayside Village. Open floor 
plan, gourmet Chef’s kitchen, lrg 
rooms. Close to amenities & Beach! 

Beachfront 

Exquisite Beachfront Estate! 5944 sq.ft, 
5 Bdrm 4½ bath home on 4½ acres with 
200 feet of prime, private beachfront in 
Bay Ridge, just south of Cape Charles. 

Spectacular 4 bdrm, 3½ ba 
Beachfront Home on 5.51 
acres with 200 feet of 
beachfront. Open floor 
plan w/views galore!  

Peaceful Meadows 

  

BBlluuee  HHeerroonn  RReeaallttyy  CCoo..  
““SSppeecciiaalliizziinngg  iinn  PPrriimmee  PPrrooppeerrttiieess    

OOnn  VViirrggiinniiaa’’ss  SScceenniicc  EEaasstteerrnn  SShhoorree”” 
www.BlueHeronVA.com 

  800-258-3437   757-678-5200   757-331-4885 
 

Information contained herein believed accurate but not warranted. 
Owner/Agent Properties are included in this advertisement 

3 bdrm, 3 bath Beachfront 
home on a high bluff in quiet 
neighborhood, overlooking 
Chesapeake Bay. 15 minutes 
to Cape Charles. Large deck 
w/ steps to Beach. Must See! 

Featured Home – Boating 

Call Blue Heron Realty Co. for a free copy of our 
Waterfront Catalog 757-678-5200 or 757-331-4885 

 

  
BBlluuee  HHeerroonn    
RReeaallttyy  CCoo..  

Boating 

Dock, boat lift, 600’+/-  of 
waterfront. 3 bedrooms, 3 
baths, 3,894 sq. ft. with great 
elevation, nice woods, 2½ acres 
and community access to beach, 
pool, tennis, boat ramp, etc. 
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Entertainment calendar

BIRDING SOCIAL: 5 to 7 p.m., The Island House 
Restaurant, Wachapreague. Birding Eastern Shore is 
hosting a birding social on the deck at the Island House. 
This program is free and the public is welcome. Dinner 
and drinks will be available for purchase.

Tuesday, May 13  |  Wachapreague
Birding social

Saturday, May 10
n FESTIVAL: 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Vaux 

Hall, 27698 Bobtown Road, Melfa. May 
Dayz will feature woodworking demon-
strations by the Tidewater Turners from 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and food, drinks, mu-
sic, activities, and vendors from noon to 
6 p.m. Local artists and artisans will be 
displaying their work, and there will be 
a May pole. 

n HISTORY PROGRAM: 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., Kiptopeke State Park picnic 
shelter 1, 3540 Kiptopeke Drive, Cape 
Charles. Tides of Time: Exploring East-
ern Shore History is an interactive event 
that combines nature and history. There 
will be guest speakers, hands-on exhib-
its, crafts, demonstrations, and guided 
hikes. 

Tuesday, May 13
n LECTURE: 6 p.m., Museum of Chin-

coteague Island, 7125 Maddox Blvd., 
Chincoteague. Mike Clem will deliver a 
lecture titled “The Story of Alice Bouch-
er” as part of the Tuesday Night Lecture 
Series. Admission is $8. Call 757-336-
6117 to reserve a seat.

Sunday, May 18
n PLANT SWAP: noon to 3 p.m., 

Peach Street Books, 401 Mason Ave., 
Cape Charles. The group ESVA Good and 
Planty is hosting a plant swap. Those 
interested can bring house or outdoor 
plants to sell or trade. There will also be 
a limited amount of free plant starts.

Monday, May 19
n NATURE PROGRAM: 9 a.m., Cape 

Charles Beachfront fishing pier, Cape 
Charles. Creature Catch, ID, and Release 
is an annual program that is a hands-on 
look into what animals call Cape Charles 
Beach home.

 

Tuesday, May 20
n YARN CLUB: 5:30 p.m., Eastern 

Shore of Virginia Regional Library, Park-
sley. Fiber artists can bring their crochet 
or knitting projects and socialize.

ART WALK: Saturday, May 17, and Sunday, May 18, 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. both days, Cape Charles Central Park, 
Cape Charles. Artists can participate in the Central 
Park ArtWalk. Registration is $50. There will be a $250 
cash prize for best-in-show 2D and best-in-show 3D.

May 17 and May 18  |  Cape Charles 
Art Walk

PARADE: 11 a.m., Main Street, Chincoteague. The 
Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Company is celebrating 
100 years of service and 100 years of Pony Penning 
with the Ponies and Patriotism Parade. The parade will 
be followed by an open house at the fire company with 
bounce houses, fire truck demonstrations, fire truck 
rides, free food and drinks, and pony petting. 

Saturday, May 17  |  Chincoteague
Fire company anniversary parade
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Friday, May 23
n BUTTERFLY WALK: 10 to 11:30 

a.m., Eastern Shore of Virginia Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge, 32205 Seaside Road, 
Cape Charles. Take a walk along the ref-
uge’s butterfly trail and learn about the 
butterflies that visit the park.

n LIVE MUSIC: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., 
Ker Place, 69 Market St., Onancock. 
Shore History’s Sunshine and Margari-
tas returns with live music on the lawn 
at Ker Place by Snackbar Jones. There 
will be food trucks on site and beer, 
wine, and margaritas will be for sale. 
Bring a chair. 

n MOVIE: 8 p.m., Teaguer’s Pub and 
Restaurant, 5030 Chicken City Road, 
Chincoteague. Teaguer’s is hosting a 
screening of “The Rocky Horror Picture 
Show” to benefit Friends of Animal Con-
trol Eastern Shore. For a minimum $25 
donation get a bag with all the props to 
participate in the screening. Costumes 
are encouraged.

Saturday, May 31
n STORYTIME: 10:30 a.m., East-

ern Shore of Virginia Regional Library, 
Parksley. Kids 5 and under can hear a 
story and build play literacy. 

n BOOK SIGNING: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
The Book Bin, Onley. Author Chris-
tine Worrell will read “The Adventure 
of Gigi.” There will be a book signing 
afterwards. 

n FIRE AND RESCUE APPRECIA-
TION: 12:30 to 4 p.m., Onancock Elks 
Lodge, 22454 Front St., Accomac. The 
Elks Lodge is hosting a celebration of 
local fire and rescue workers. There will 
be a fire-and-rescue-station-only corn-
hole tournament and a themed obsta-
cle course that a member of each com-
pany will complete while wearing their 
gear. Members of fire and rescue and law 
enforcement officers get in free, along 
with their significant other. Admission 
for non-first responders is $10. 

n CRAFT CLASS: 3 to 5 p.m., Chin-
coteague Cultural Alliance, 6309 
Church St., Chincoteague. Learn how 
to make a shell pony figure. The cost 
is $45 per person. To register visit                       
www.chincoteagueca.org

Entertainment calendar

MUSIC FESTIVAL: 3 to 8 p.m., 202 Mason Ave., Cape 
Charles. ESVA Chamber Fest is a tailgating event and 
music festival hosted by the Eastern Shore of Virginia 
Chamber of Commerce. Irie Tree Band, Thunderstruck, 
and 38 Special will perform live. Food and beverages 
will be available for purchase. For tickets visit 
https://tinyurl.com/yc5n2xm6 

Saturday, May 17  |  Cape Charles
Music festival

FUNDRAISER: 4 to 7 p.m., Cape Charles Museum, 814 
Randolph Ave., Cape Charles. The museum is hosting 
a fish fry fundraiser. A box dinner includes two black 
drum fillets and two homemade sides for $20. There 
will also be homemade baklava for sale. A box of six is 
$20. Only 50 baklava orders are available. For tickets or 
more info visit https://tinyurl.com/r6a3cvv9 

Saturday, May 24  |  Cape Charles
Fish fry fundraiser

GARDEN TOUR: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., Historic Onan-
cock School, 6 College Ave., Onancock. The Blooms 
and Brushes Garden and Studio Tour gives attendees 
a glimpse into private gardens around Onancock. A 
painter will be working in each garden to create a plein 
air painting. Parking and check-in will be at the His-
toric Onancock School, where participants can pick up 
a badge and a map to access gardens. Tickets are $35 in 
advance and $40 the day of. Visit https://tinyurl.com/
bdzxenwr for tickets. 

Saturday, May 31  |  Onancock
Garden and Studio Tour
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Life around here

There is no published guide 
to finding the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia’s unique works of pub-
lic art. 

It’s more of an informal col-
lection that has been added to, 
here and there, by towns and 
business owners. 

Finding them all makes 
for a fascinating day of area 
sightseeing. 

Public art is a recent addi-
tion to the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia. Statues, murals, and 
even massive mosaics put color 
and vibrancy in downtowns and 
streetscapes.

“Murals bring walls to life,” 
said Michael Rosato, the Mary-
land artist who completed the 
three-story-tall Chincoteague 
Main Street mural in 2024.

“It can transform a building – 
sometimes it can transform peo-
ple in front of it,” he said.

Murals also can commem-
orate timeless Eastern Shore 
characters. 

A tribute to late artist and 
Tangier native Willie Crockett 
is on display outside his former 

studio in Onancock.
Crockett passed away in 2021 

and was famed for his artistic 
talent, Tangier accent, and natu-
ral storytelling abilities.

The mural is one of three 
undertaken by Onancock Main 
Street, a nonprofit organization 
that works with the town to “en-
sure the continued vibrancy and 
preservation of historic down-
town Onancock,” according to 
its website.

Seth Lubaton, who painted 
the mural, studied Crockett’s 
works that use both watercol-
or and oil paint to capture the 
movement of water featured in 
many of his paintings.

“He was just a prolific artist 
and painted so much,” he said. 

On Chincoteague Island, one 
of the Eastern Shore’ first mu-
rals memorializes Ruby Lee 
Daisey, who overcame develop-
mental disabilities to become an 
upbeat island fixture. 

Daisey, who died at the age of 
57 in 2003, was known for help-
ing whenever and wherever she 
was needed. 

In addition to the pieces of art 
depicted on pages 7 to 9, there are 
other murals around the East-
ern Shore, including in Wacha-
preague and Parksley. Monu-
ments to Francis Makemie, the 
founder of American Presbyte-
rianism, also can be found in the 
northern Accomack community of 
Makemie Park and in downtown 
Accomac behind a church bearing 
his name.

Public art finds a place
on the Eastern Shore

Murals, statues, 
and more put
color and fun
on streetscapes

Public art
n From Cape Charles to Chin-
coteague Island — and in many 
communities along the way — 
there are striking examples of 
public art on the Eastern Shore 
of Virginia that depict the area’s 
historic and cultural assets. Pub-
lic art is a recent addition to the 
area. Statues, murals, and even 
massive mosaics bring color 
and vibrancy to communities.

A CLOSEUP OF ONANCOCK’S THEATRICAL MURAL ON THE SIDE OF THE NORTH STREET PLAYHOUSE  |  SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
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Eastern Shore public art

SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
CAPE CHARLES: The Mason Avenue mural on a fence that closes off a vacant lot was painted by 
Emily Smith, an illustrator who goes by Emily an an Artist. 

SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
CAPE CHARLES: The 7-foot-tall King Neptune on the Bay Av-
enue Beachfront was installed in 2015. It was created by sculp-
tor Paul DiPasquale. It served as a model for the larger King 
Neptune statue in Virginia Beach. It was donated for display in 
Cape Charles by Wyndham Price.  

Page 30  |  EASTERN SHORE FIRST  EASTERNSHOREFIRST.COM |  July 2018

At Four Corners, prime waterfront
Finishing touches put on nautical mural and family history

The Arts

This mural on the south end of Four Corner Plaza by Hampton Roads artist Sam Welty was completed in late June. For more photos, see page 10. 

At Rick Hall’s newly completed wharf
on the south side of Four Corner
Plaza, the water is always calm, the

weather’s always perfect, and family and
friends always are close.

And that’s the way it will be for decades
to come — picture perfect, with an emphasis
on “picture.”

In late June, Hampton Roads-based
artist Sam Welty and his assistant, Shah
Moten, came back to Onley to finish the job
they began in November — a massive mural
on the side of the shopping center. 

They added a few more people, a few
more dogs and a crop duster airplane piloted
by Carter Crabbe. He also put a protective

clear coating on the building.
“I think it turned out really well,”

Welty said.
The result is a bit of a head-turner — a

water scene roughtly 15o feet long and more
than two stories tall, illuminated at night. Hall
commissioned the painting after the process
of creating an entry to the new Riverside
Shore Memorial Hospital left the hulking
wall exposed.

Hall found Welty, whose work is well-
known across the bay. A mural in saluting the
military graces two buildings on 19th Street
and Atlantic Avenue in Virginia Beach. He

Sam Welty
stands on a
scaffolding at
Four Corner
Plaza in Onley
where he
painted a

mural of Rick
Hall’s family
and boats. “I
think it turned
out really

well,” he said. 

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE

SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
ONLEY: In 2018, Hampton Roads artist and mural painter Sam Welty completed a massive 
mural on the southern end of Four Corner Plaza in Onley for Rick Hall, owner of the shop-
ping center. The mural, inspired by family photos, includes members of Hall’s family and 
some of their boats through the years. Family friends also are included, including an air-
plane flown by local pilot Carter Crabbe. 

SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
CHINCOTEAGUE: The Misty of Chincoteague sculpture, left, on Main Street was created by 
Brian Maughan and given “to the Town of Chincoteague and the children of the world” by 
the Misty of Chincoteague Foundation Inc. on the 60th anniversary of the publication of the  
book, “Misty of Chincoteague.”
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Eastern Shore public art

SHORE FIRST/SARAH BARBAN
ONANCOCK: Seth Lubaton’s mural of flowers and butter-
flies adorn the rear wall of the building at 9 North St. The 
Onancock murals are projects of the Onancock Main Street 
initiative. 

SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
CHINCOTEAGUE: The massive three-story mural on Main Street 
depicting the Chincoteague waterfront was completed by Mary-
land artist Michael Rosato for the Chincoteague Main Street 
Merchants Association. 

ONANCOCK: 
Muralist Seth 
Lubaton stands 
in front of a repli-
ca of artist Willie 
Crockett’s paint-
ing at 39 Market 
St., Onancock, 
in 2023. Below 
is Curtis Gold-
stine’s theat-
rical mural in 
Onancock. 
SHORE FIRST/
CLARA VAUGHN/
TED SHOCKLEY

CHINCOTEAGUE: 
One of the Eastern 

Shore’s more poi-
gnant displays is the 

mural dedicated in 
memory of Ruby Lee 

Daisey, who died in 
2003 at the age of 

57. Daisey overcame 
developmental de-

lays to become part 
of the island’s fabric 
— always willing to 
help in any endeav-

or. The mural at 
Jessie R. Watson Sr. 

Memorial Park was 
created by children 

on Chincoteague 
Island.

 
SHORE FIRST/

TED SHOCKLEY
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SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
EXMORE: The latest example of Eastern Shore public art to be installed, a de-
piction of Adam and Eve in mosaic tile at New Ravenna on Main Street, graces a 
building that once served as a movie theater. New Ravenna creates bespoke mo-
saics that are found in homes, restaurants, and offices around the world.

Eastern Shore public art

SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
CHINCOTEAGUE: Waves crash in the mural at Jessie R. Watson Sr. Memorial 
Park at the intersection of Main and Cleveland streets. 
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BY SARAH BARBAN
Shore First

The former Watson’s Hardware 
building has traded nails and saws for 
expertly crafted cocktails and a care-
fully curated menu. 

Cape Charles Distillery opened in 
the building in August 2024, after 
a renovation that transformed the 
space. 

Now there is a sleek downstairs 

dining area with intimate booths and 
spaces where groups can relax and 
enjoy a craft cocktail, as well as a sec-
ond-floor event space, a cigar lounge, 
and a rooftop deck. Another change is 
the addition of food. 

Originally located on Strawberry 
Street, the distillery later relocated to 
Mason Avenue on the ground floor of 
recently constructed condominiums.

Neither location offered full food 
service, but the new space has not one 

Food and drink

but two kitchens and is turning out 
delicious food for distillery patrons 
and private events. 

The new food arm of the business is 
called the Salty Rooster. Currently, a 
rotating menu of small plates is being 
served on Thursdays, Fridays, and 
Saturdays from 1 to 8 p.m. and from 1 
to 5 p.m. on Sundays for brunch. Af-
ter Memorial Day food service will be 
daily.

Regional tastes
On a recent Friday the menu fea-

tured spicy sweet gochujang chicken 
lettuce wraps and a perfectly seasoned 
beef tenderloin steak topped with gar-
licky butter and served with decadent 
dauphinoise potatoes. 

The menu also featured a bread and 
cheese board, cheesy baked oysters 
with crusty bread, and Eastern Shore 
classics like crabcakes and oysters on 
the half shell. 

The menu is tied together by what 
Liam Duncan, who co-owns the oper-
ation with his wife, Hayley, calls a re-
gional transition menu. 

“What that means is that region-
ally we’re focusing on the Eastern 
Shore and its food, its plates, and 
styles of cooking,” he said. “But 
we’ve made it flexible enough so that 
when someone comes down from Bos-
ton or up from Charleston they will 
find something on the menu they’re 
familiar with.”

The menu’s primarily small plate 
format makes it a great bet for a co-
zy date night with a few cocktails 
and a selection of dishes, or an ideal 

The Salty Roost-
er eatery is at 

the Cape Charles 
Distillery, 225 

Mason Ave., 
Cape Charles. 

The business is 
housed in 

the former 
Watson’s Hard-

ware building

SHORE FIRST/
SARAH BARBAN

With Salty Rooster, Cape Charles 
Distillery adds dining options

Craft cocktails,
small-plate eats, 
fine cigars part of
‘richer experience’

(Continued on page 11)

PHOTO COURTESY HANNAH LEMOYNE
Classic baked oysters at the Salty Rooster.

EASTERN SHORE POST/SARAH BARBAN
Beef tenderloin steak with dauphinoise potatoes.

EASTERN SHORE POST/SARAH BARBAN
Lettuce wraps at the Salty Rooster.

Go visit!
n WHAT: The Salty Rooster, the onsite 
eatery at Cape Charles Distillery
n HOURS: Thursdays, Fridays, and Sat-
urdays from 1 to 8 p.m. and from 1 to 5 
p.m. on Sundays for brunch. After Me-
morial Day food service will be daily.



EasternShorePost.com  |  May 2025  |  Shore First  |  11

spot to grab drinks and bites with 
a group before a night out in Cape 
Charles.

The indulgent feel of the menu and 
the posh atmosphere pair wonderful-
ly with the distillery’s cocktail menu, 
which was curated by Hayley, who 
serves as the mixologist, while Liam 
works as the distiller. 

Classics like the Moscow mule, old 
fashioned, espresso martini, and cos-
mo are offered — as are new creations 
like the zephyr, which combines vod-
ka, grapefruit, Campari, and fresh 
lemon juice, and the berry smash, a 
light, refreshing combo of vodka, lem-
on, berries, and soda.  

Currently, the Cape Charles Distill-
ery isn’t able to use its micro-distilled 
spirits in its cocktails or sell bottles, 
but the owners are working on trans-
ferring their ABC license to their new 
location and hope to be serving their 
spirits soon. 

After-dinner cigar
Those who like to finish off a good 

meal with a cigar and a cocktail can 
select a stogie from the distillery’s 
collection and cap off the night in the 
cigar lounge. 

The collection of cigars is curated 
by Tammer Olbiah, who is the Dun-
cans’ partner in the tobacco portion 
of the business.

The rooftop deck will be open 
during Memorial Day weekend for 
those who want to get a peek of Cape 
Charles from above. 

Whether it is the craft cocktails pro-
duced at Cape Charles Distillery, the 
food produced by Salty Rooster, the 
cigars offered through Vintage cigar, 
or the vibe the whole space creates, the 
focus is on quality. 

“This is a new project for the distill-
ery,” Liam Duncan said. “So we’ve been 
very focused on making spirits. We took 
on this space so we could expand that 
same type of quality we’ve been doing 
and offer that in multiple forms. We 
know bourbon and cigars go together. 

“We’re giving people a richer 
experience.” 

Salty Rooster
(Continued from page 10)

• NEW HOME CONSTRUCTION
• FOUNDATIONS
• DECORATIVE CONCRETE DRIVEWAYS
• RETAINING WALLS
• SLABS
• HELICAL PILES
• DECKS AND MORE!

(Formerly known as BradCo Services)

Contact Brad at 757-419-9492 or
brad@bradcoservices.net 
www.safarigroup.services

SHORE FIRST/SARAH BARBAN
The Cape Charles Distillery zephyr combines vodka, grapefruit, Campari, and 
fresh lemon juice.
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BY JANET BERNOSKY
Shore First

Entering the old train station in 
Pocomoke City is like stepping back in 
time to a long-ago Christmas morn-
ing, complete with the hum of trains 
on tracks and a miniature world un-
der the tree that captured the imag-
ination of every child and child at 
heart.

In the tiny scenes, ladies shop 

and push baby carriages, children 
run to greet their friends or deliver 
newspapers, people skate on ice-cov-
ered ponds, animals graze in fields, 
and men hurry home from work. It 
all harkens to a bygone time when 
life was slower and perhaps less 
complicated.

All this and more has been creat-
ed in several themed displays built by 
the members of the Pocomoke Ar-
ea Model Train Club for the public’s 

Hobbies

enjoyment. 
The club unofficially began in 2015 

when a group of like-minded model 
train enthusiasts put together a holi-
day display in the city’s old firehouse.  

By 2018, members moved their an-
nual display to the Delmarva Discov-
ery Museum, where to this day, it re-
mains a popular part of the Christmas 
season in Pocomoke.

By April 2020, the group formed 
an official club and partnered with 
the city in July of that year to use the 
train station to feature its layouts on 
a year-round basis.

The club’s mission is to increase in-
terest in this hobby, as well as expand 
the public’s knowledge of the histo-
ry of railroad transportation on the 
Shore through its displays and mem-
orabilia, the running of model trains, 
and holding other community events.

One layout currently under con-
struction pays homage to the history 
of the railroad lines and important 
stops along the way, from Pocomoke 
City to Cape Charles.

Members Earl Ludy and Anthony 
Smith are the lead engineers on the 
layout, seeking  to capture the essence 
of great railroad towns like Nassaw-
adox and Parksley by incorporating 
models of some of the key business-
es — like Bayshore Concrete, Wat-
son’s Hardware, and the Northampton 
Lumber Company — that were part of 
Eastern Shore life over the decades. 

The largest layout pays tribute to 
Pocomoke City, with replicas of famil-
iar landmarks including the draw-
bridge, the Sturgis School, and the 
MarVa Theater. 

Pocomoke Model Train Club
celebrates the rails and area

Scenes depict
lower Shore
from a bygone
era of train travel

The Pocomoke Area Model Train Club setup includes 
miniature businesses and vehicles. 

Among the landmarks in the train club’s setup is a 
model of the Sturgis One-Room School Museum.

The train club’s scenes include the historic Po-
comoke River drawbridge. 

(Continued on page 13)

Go visit!
n WHAT: The Pocomoke Area Model 
Train Club at 824 4th St. (the intersec-
tion of 2nd and 4th streets.).
n WHEN: Admission is free. Hours of 
operation are Wednesdays from 7 to 9 
p.m and Saturdays from 1 to 3:30 p.m.  

COURTESY PHOTOS
Downtown Pocomoke City’s buildings are depicted almost exactly in the Pocomoke Area Model Train Club’s layout.
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A vignette in this layout shows a 
tiny white convertible belonging to re-
nowned local radio personality James 
“Choppy” Layton pulling a trailer 
housing his gear on his way back to 
Pocomoke radio station WDMV after 
a gig.

Many of the buildings in the lay-
outs are built for the club from photo-
graphs by Delmar resident Rick Ker-
win, while other buildings are antique 
or vintage from the 20th century.

A Civil War layout with trains was 
donated by Paul Walker, a Roches-
ter, N.Y., resident, who made the 
buildings and a unique bridge in that 
display.

Treasurer Betty Burgert is the 
club’s only female member.  She said 
she serves as the “chief decorator,” 
applying all the “finishing touches,” 
such as pathways, people, flowers, and 
trees.

“I just love it. It taps into my cre-
ative side,” she said.

Burgert also prepares several small 
layouts throughout the year for the 
seasons or holidays such as Halloween. 

Her love of trains was actually in-
spired by her grandmother, who deco-
rated the tree, along with a train and 
village underneath, all on Christmas 
Eve.

“Then she cooked a big dinner the 
next day,”  Burgert said. “We had a 
big family, too. I don’t know how she 
did it.”

Paul Nimmerichter created a layout 
that harkens back to the 1950s — one 
that might have been lovingly created 
in a basement or spare room by a fa-

ther and son.
While many of the other layouts 

pay attention to keeping the scale fair-
ly consistent, this one mixes things 
up.

Nimmerichter describes his lay-
out as a “hodgepodge of everything 
we could find,” which only adds to its 
charm.

Proudly displayed on a wall is a 
photo donated by the twin sons of 
Bryan Bundick, a Pennsylvania Rail-
road employee, who clerked and col-
lected tickets at the Pocomoke station 
from 1936 to 1962.

The members also love to share tid-

bits of history with visitors.
“Did you know they didn’t make 

trains during World War II?” asked 
Club President Paul Becker.  He went 
on to explain that the use of met-
als was largely reserved for the war 
effort.

This fall, the club hopes to have 
a layout finished that will allow the 
public to bring their own trains to run 
on a two loop, 0-gauge track, with the 
option to also run a club train instead.

The club is also hoping to imple-
ment a Young Engineers Club around 
the same time as a way for students to 
learn more about the hobby and create 
excitement about it.

“This is important to us, for stu-
dents to show interest in this wonder-
ful hobby and for us to pass our love 
for it along to them,” said Becker, 
who is an educator.

n The club welcomes experienced 
hobbyists or newcomers to become 
members. Groups or schools are in-
vited to schedule a visit or field trip 
by contacting pamtcstation@gmail.
com or by messaging the club page on 
Facebook.

Trains
(Continued from page 12)

A feature of the train club’s setup is a depiction of local radio personality James 
“Choppy” Layton pulling a WDMV trailer. 
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VCCS chancellor to speak 
at ESCC commencement

Education
The 54th annual 
event will be held on 
Wednesday, May 14, at 
5 p.m., with a rain date 
of Thursday, May 15

The 54th annual commencement 
at Eastern Shore Community College 
in Melfa will be held on Wednesday, 
May 14, at 5 p.m., with a rain date of 
Thursday, May 15.

The college is excited to announce 
its commencement speaker for this 
momentous occasion is David Doré, 
chancellor of the Virginia Community 
College System. 

Doré is the tenth chancellor to lead 
the system, which was founded in 
1966.

As chancellor, Doré provides day-
to-day leadership for a system com-
prised of 23 colleges that serves more 
than 200,000 degree-seeking and 
workforce-career training students 
annually.

Like so many community college 
students, Doré was a first-generation 
college student. 

His decades-long career has been 
guided by a fundamental belief that 
every learner can be successful. 

His commitment to serving diverse 
and underrepresented populations to 
foster inclusive learning communi-
ties, supporting open access, student 
success, and economic mobility is both 
palpable and unwavering.

A self-described student advocate, 
Doré is focused on recruiting the “new 
majority of learners” — those 25 and 
older who face limited job prospects 
because they lack post-high school 
credentials. 

Before taking the reins at the Vir-
ginia Community College System, 
Doré served as president of campuses 
and executive vice chancellor at Pima 
Community College. 

There, he led the college’s five cam-
puses and workforce development 
initiatives.

Doré has also served in higher 

education leadership positions in 
Tempe, Ariz., and San Francisco, 
Calif. 

Doré earned his doctor of education 
degree at Pepperdine University; mas-
ter’s degrees at Georgetown Univer-
sity, Boston College, and Santa Clara 
University; an advanced degree in phi-
losophy from Gonzaga University; and 

his bachelor’s degree from Gannon 
University.

Named a Presidential Fellow of 
the Aspen Institute’s College Excel-
lence Program in 2017, Doré is active 
in community leadership and is a 
staunch proponent of community col-
lege education at the state and nation-
al levels.

The ESCC commencement is a 
ticketed event with a limited number 
available for students to share with 
family and friends. 

The event will be broadcast live and 
streamed on WESR-FM 103.3 and can 
be seen on Facebook Live on the East-
ern Shore Community College Face-
book page.

COURTESY PHOTO
Eastern Shore Community College President Jim Shaeffer is pictured with VCCS Chancellor David Doré.
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Art auction at Lemon Tree;
Beatles tribute May 24

The arts
Performances and live 
music highlight a busy 
month of May at the 
Historic Palace Theatre 
in Cape Charles

The Lemon Tree Gallery in Cape Charles will be 
alive with art, food, champagne, and a cash bar 
on Friday evening, June 6, at 6:30 p.m. Local art 
enthusiasts and collectors can enjoy “Canvas and 
Cocktails,” the newly named event. It will be an op-
portunity to acquire a piece of art while supporting 
the arts.  The event is open to the public.

The artists included in The Lemon Tree Collec-
tive were asked to donate a piece of art to be either 
auctioned in the live auction or available in the 
silent auction.  Many artists complied and there 
will be a lovely collection on display and auctioned 
during the evening.  

Professional Auctioneer Sally McNeilan will or-

chestrate the live sales portion of the event. Among 
the original pieces will be work by David Crane, 
Diana Davis, John Harlow, Lynn Schrieber, John 
Nyberg, Deborah Dartez, Suzan Gray, Marcie Ot-
terson, Sally McNeilan, Petya Ivanova, Richard 
Williams, Robin Cochran, Clelia C. Sheppard, and  
Gia Labidi.  

Other theater events this spring include popular 
tribute bands. On Saturday, May 24, at 7:30 p.m. 
“Britain’s Finest, the Beatles Experience,” will per-
form in the Palace Theatre.  

Britain’s Finest is one of the most authentic 
Beatles tribute bands to emerge within the past 
20 years. Based in Hollywood, Calif., the “All 

Star” cast’s reputation has been rapidly growing 
both nationally and internationally with their 
hauntingly accurate recreation of all the iconic 
eras in Beatles history.

Hotel Cape Charles is the Presenting Sponsor for  
“Britain’s Finest, the Beatles Experience.”  David 
and Kathryn Gammino have been loyal supporters 
of the arts for many years.

Tickets are $40 for adults and $15 for students. 
For ticket information visit 				  
www.artsentercapecharles.org

Mark your calendar for “Wilder Horses,” a Roll-
ing Stones tribute, on Saturday, June 21, at 7:30 
p.m.

COURTESY PHOTO
Abstract #4  by Gia Labidi is one of the items for auction at the Lemontree Gal-
lery’s “Canvas and Cocktails” event.

COURTESY PHOTO
“The Blues” by John Nyberg is one of the items for auction at the Lemontree Gal-
lery’s “Canvas and Cocktails” event.
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As the Triple Crown races beckon, 
so does ‘Thoroughbred Pie’

I’ve always been a fan of the series of 
horse races known as the Triple Crown. 
Starting with the Kentucky Derby, con-
tinuing with the Preakness in Maryland, 
and finishing up with the Belmont Stakes in 
upstate New York, they are always some-
thing that I look forward to in the spring.

While Mint Juleps 
are a great way to cel-
ebrate “the run for 
the roses,” I’ve always 
preferred this deli-
cious chocolate-nut 
pie known simply as 
“Derby Pie.” (Al-
though, you didn’t 
hear me call it that. 
The family restaurant 
that invented this pie 
has that title trade-
marked and has not 
been afraid to take 
it up in court in the 

past.)
So, you’ll see it referred to as other 

names — “Kentucky Pie,” or “Thorough-
bred Pie” to name a few. 

Some folks use pecans in their pie, but 
after poking around a bit it seems to me 
that the original uses walnuts. So I’ve just 
always gone with that.

It’s a decadent and rich pie studded with 
plenty of chocolate, walnuts, bourbon, and 
brown sugar. 

When baked, a sugary top crust forms on 
its own that is slightly crunchy. 

I like to let it cool to room temperature 
before slicing, then warm in the microwave 
for about 15 seconds and serve alongside a 
scoop of vanilla ice cream.

Laura Davis

Laura Davis, of Chincoteague Island, is a food writer and blogger at www.tideandthyme.com. Her recipes have been featured on Huffington Post and www.craftbeer.com, among other publications. 
She is a frequent guest on WBOC-TV’s DelmarvaLife show, where she showcases her culinary talents for viewers. Her work appears monthly in Shore First. 

Derby Pie, known by many 
names, is a spring tradition. 

PHOTO COURTESY 
LAURA DAVIS

Laura
Davis

Thoroughbred Pie
n 1/2 cup flour
n 1/2 cup brown sugar
n 1/2 cup granulated sugar
n 2 eggs, beaten
n 1/2 cup melted butter
n 2 Tbsp bourbon
n 1 cup chopped walnuts, light-
ly toasted
n 1 1/4 cup semi-sweet choco-
late chips
n 1 tsp vanilla extract
n Pinch of salt
n 1 ready-made piecrust
   Preheat the oven to 350 
degrees.
   Combine flour and sugars in a 
mixing bowl. Add the eggs and 
butter, mix to combine. Stir in 
the bourbon, toasted walnuts, 
chocolate chips, vanilla, and salt. 
Pour the mixture into the un-
baked pie crust. Bake for 40 to 
45 minutes.
   Let cool to room temperature 
before slicing and serving.
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Curtis J. Badger is a Delmarva native who majored in English at Salisbury University and, with the exception of four years traveling as a U.S. Air Force photojournalist, has enjoyed a career photographing and writing 
about his native coast. His books include “Salt Tide: Cycles and Currents of Life Along the Coast,” “Bellevue Farm: Exploring Virginia’s Coastal Countryside,” and many others. He lives in Accomack County.

Barrier island artifacts have a way of 
turning up in unlikely places. Case-in-
point, recently the Barrier Islands Cen-
ter in Machipongo was given a newspa-
per clipping about Southey “Sud” Bell, 
one of the more colorful residents of Hog 

Island a centu-
ry or so ago. Sud 
was a tall, lanky 
oysterman known 
mainly for play-
ing the banjo.

Sud was a well-
known local char-
acter, but this 
clipping was from 
the Sept. 7, 1947 
issue of the Call-
er-Times, a news-
paper published 
in Corpus Chris-
ti, Texas. It was 

written by Maxine Gillette, who referred 
to Bell as the “governor” of Hog Island. 
At that time, Sud and his son Milford 
were the two remaining residents of Hog 
Island. Gillette spoke with him exten-
sively about his musical career, which 
took him far beyond the island shores.

“This was a great find, a complete 
surprise, and the timing couldn’t have 
been better,” said Sally Dickinson, direc-
tor of the BIC. “We were just finalizing 
plans for Art and Music on the Farm and 
it was wonderful to read about Sud and 
the way he used music to cross cultural 
boundaries. Music unites people, as Sud 
did long ago, and Art and Music on the 
Farm continues to do it today.”

Art and Music on the Farm will be 
held on May 24 at the 18-acre farm in 

Machipongo where the Barrier Islands 
Center is located. The event will feature 
award-winning musicians performing 
oldtime, bluegrass, and string band mu-
sic, and an Afro-Puerto Rican band will 
be sharing their salsa/bamba style of 
music. Local artists will also be showing 
their work, and a variety of foods will be 
on sale. The event opens at 10 a.m. and 
closes at 4 p.m.

The article in the Caller-Times sug-
gests that Sud Bell’s reputation as a 
musician may have been more extensive 
than we realize. At the time she inter-
viewed him, he was 68 years old and 
living with his son in a two-room shack 

on the island. They were the last two per-
manent residents of Hog Island.

Gillette put it this way: “Today, the 
Hog Island Coast Guard station hugs 
the southern tip; the Machipongo Coast 
Guard station lies at the northern end, 
and in between live the only two civilians 
on the island – banjo-playing Sud Bell, 
leather-faced, wrinkled ruler of this 
abandoned Atlantic Ocean island, and 
his son, Milford.” 

Gillette wrote that Sud had an ardent 
admirer in Virginia Gov. William Tuck, 
who supposedly named Sud governor of 
Hog Island.  “But Sud Bell’s reputation 
isn’t based on his governorship of the is-

land,” wrote Gillette. “As one mainlander 
put it, ‘Sud’s the durndest banjoplaying 
fool in Virginia. Sud can make it talk.’ 
Sud’s artistry hasn’t gone unrecognized. 
He has rubbed elbows and tipped glass-
es with some of America’s wealthiest. 
Walter Chrysler, many years ago, took 
Bell away from the Eastern Shore to New 
York, where he played for the industrial-
ist and his friends in private clubs. Show 
people liked Sud and Sud liked the show 
people. He composed bits of music here 
and there, most of it sentimental ballads 
about the Eastern Shore.”

With this newly discovered apprecia-
tion of Sud Bell, and the recent recogni-
tion of Arthur “Big Boy” Crudup with 
a historic highway marker, the Eastern 
Shore is basking in a newly found musi-
cal heritage.

The full text of the Caller-Times story 
on Sud Bell appears in the summer issue 
of the Barrier Islands Center newsletter. 

Remembering Southey ‘Sud’ Bell, 
banjo-picking governor of Hog Island

Curtis Badger

FILE PHOTO
Maxine Gillette’s Sept. 7, 1947 article on Sud Bell was printed in several 
newspapers, including the Virginian-Pilot. Pictured here is an excerpt from 
the article.

PHOTO COURTESY
BARRIER ISLANDS CENTER

Sud Bell plays the banjo.
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The Rev. Kirk Mariner was an Eastern Shore author, historian, and United Methodist minister whose book, “Off 13: The Eastern Shore of Virginia Guidebook,” is an indispensable volume for natives and visitors alike. 
Mariner died in 2017. His work appears in Eastern Shore First courtesy of Miona Publications. This first appeared in his book, “Once Upon an Island: The History of Chincoteague.”

While the Ash Wednesday storm 
of 1962 effectively ended chick-
en farming on Chincoteague, the 
storm’s effects upon the island’s 
tourist industry were, in the long 
run, far more positive.

The immense 
publicity that 
the island re-
ceived during 
the storm 
helped to put 
Chincoteague 
on the map at 
the very time 
that the at-
tempt was be-
ing made to in-
crease tourism. 
The bridge from 
Chincoteague 
to Assateague 

opened to the public on Septem-
ber 28, 1962, four months behind 
schedule because of the storm. 
Despite one summer season lost 
to the delay, the opening of the 
bridge marked the real beginning 
of Chincoteague’s modern tourist 
industry.

On September 21, 1965, Pres-
ident Lyndon B. Johnson signed 
the legislation that created the 
Assateague Island National Sea-
shore. Under federal ownership, 
the island’s renown increased rap-
idly, and by 1969 the number of 
visitors to Assateague Island to-
talled three-quarters of a million 
annually. In 1971 Assateague was, 
among the National Seashores, sec-

ond only to Cape Cod in popularity. 
By 1980 the number of visitors to 
Assateague was well over a mil-
lion, and by 1985 it was over two 
million.

On Chincoteague Island, through 
which most of these visitors had 
to pass to reach Assateague, tour-
ism bloomed at last. The first ac-
tual motel on the island was built 

by Wheatley Watson in December 
1962, a one-story, six-unit build-
ing behind the Lighthouse Inn, 
which became, when the big house 
was later demolished, the nucleus 
of the Lighthouse Motel. Other mo-
tels followed in quick succession, 
and on Maddox Boulevard sprang 
up shops and businesses to rival 
downtown. Meanwhile, the number 
of restaurants on the island in-
creased even more rapidly than the 
motels: nine in 1973, 19 in 1985, 
and 27 in 1996.

By 1985 tourism was a $24 mil-
lion a year business on Chincote-
ague and had surpassed seafood as 
the principal industry of the is-
land. The year-round population of 
4,000 swelled annually to 15,000 
during the eight-month tourist 
season, while Pony Penning week 
was likely to find even twice that 
many people on the island. By the 
mid-1990s, the industry was bring-
ing in more than $100 million an-
nually, and Pony Penning crowds 
were estimated to be as high as 
50,000 people.

Thrust at last into the limelight, 
Chincoteague after 1962 became a 
fast-changing community facing 
a puzzling mosaic of new issues. 
What kind of visitors should the 
island attempt to attract? Where 
was the balance between preserva-
tion and development, heritage and 
jobs? How much growth was desir-
able? How much growth could Chin-
coteague and Assateague sustain?

Kirk Mariner

Opening of Assateague bridge
allowed tourism to flourish

(Continued on page 19)

This excerpt is taken from Kirk Mariner’s “Once Upon an Island: The History 
of Chincoteague.”
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Regarding the balance between 
preservation and development, her-
itage and jobs, one businessman 
argued in 1984 that “We’ve got 
enough quaintness already,” insist-
ing that tourism had arrived just 
“in the nick of time” to rescue an 
island whose seafood industry had 
dwindled. 

Yet “they’re killing the goose 
that laid the golden egg,” coun-
tered other residents. “It’s the is-
land’s character that draws people 
here.”

In that year the Wet ‘n’ Wild 
amusement park on Piney Island 
was attracting tourists with a 
40-foot plaster statue of a biki-
ni-clad woman waving an Ameri-
can flag — “a painted lady who has 
wandered into a Victorian village,” 
as one visitor labeled it. Just up 

the street, the Refuge Waterfowl 
Museum mounted a dignified ex-
hibition of the traditional craft of 
decoy carving.

The building of a McDonald’s 
restaurant on Piney Island in 1986 
threatened to polarize local opin-
ion: “Almost the last thing before 
you get to the beach will be those 
golden arches,” complained one is-
lander. Another Teaguer thought it 
would be “a big help to the island.”

“We don’t want another Ocean 
City here,” was a frequent cry as is-
landers watched townhouses go up 
on Church Street, Bunting Road, 
and Ridge Road.

When Clarence Beebe’s daugh-
ter-in-law put the Beebe Ranch up 
for sale in 1989, citing mounting 
property taxes, one newspaper la-
beled the rapidly changing island 
“a sad story of progress, commer-
cialization, and decay.” Yet, as one 
businessman observed, “If people 
don’t come, our revenues go down.”

riversideonline.com/stroke

Talk to your health care provider  
about how to reduce your risk.

Recognize 
the Signs &  
Symptoms of a 

Call 911 if 
experiencing 

these 
symptoms!

Balance – Is there a sudden loss  
of balance or coordination 

Eyes – Is there a sudden loss of vision 
in one or both eyes or blurry vision 

Facial Drooping – Is there  
sudden weakness in the face 

Arm Weakness – Is there  
weakness in an arm or leg 

Speech – Is there sudden  
difficulty speaking or  
slurring of speech 

Time to call 911 
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Stroke/Brain Attack!

Local: 410-968-0252
Toll Free: 888-775-7427

mrohsgas.com

New Church
Oak Hall
Chincoteague
Temperanceville
Greenbackville
Captains Cove
Parksley 
Onley
Onancock

Your  local, family-owned-and-operatedlocal, family-owned-and-operated 
dealer, servicing residential, commercial, and 
agricultural accounts with propane gas delivery in:

Since 1948

Propane Delivery  •  Install and Service of:
GAS FIREPLACES GAS FIREPLACES •• WATER HEATERS WATER HEATERS
HVAC HVAC •• AUXILIARY SPACE HEATING AUXILIARY SPACE HEATING

Mariner
(Continued from page 18)
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100 years ago
May 1925

Eastern Shore ships berries
With 20 carloads of strawberries billed out from 

Northampton and Accomack counties Saturday, the 
marketing of the Shore’s berry crop got under way 
in full force, and it is thought that more than 100 
carloads will be moved out today.

The auction block at Onley, Accomack County, 
opened last Thursday when three carloads were 
sold under the hammer to the highest bidder. The 
auction block will continue at Onley throughout the 
berry season and will be in full sway this week. Ber-
ries have been ripening very slowly since the open-
ing of the season 10 days ago, and it is estimated 
that the yield will be cut 40% on account of the cold 
weather that has prevailed for the last three weeks.

The quality of fruit that was offered last week 
was well up to standard and brought from $5 to $6 
a crate. Unless extremely warm weather prevails 
this week to cause the fruit to ripen fast, causing 
an overproduction, the market is expected to hold 
firm, which will net the growers a profit for their 
berry crops.

— Ledger-Star

Man taken in vicinity of shooting
Roland West, 21, sought since Sunday, May 18, 

for the fatal shooting of Justice of the Peace Ber-
nard LeCato, of Keller, was captured at Mappsville 
late yesterday afternoon.

Taken to the Accomac jail, West is said to have 
confessed to the crime. No demonstration was made 
when he was taken into custody and to the jail. He 
submitted to arrest without remonstrance.

Justice LeCato was killed by a charge from his 
own pistol, which West had seized while awaiting 
transportation to the Accomack jail. Death was 
instantaneous.

West fled after the shooting and a manhunt 
followed in which several armed citizens participat-
ed. Bloodhounds were summoned to the scene from 
Eastville.

On Sunday authorities at Delmar took a man 
from a freight train, said to have been a friend of 
the slayer. He was held as a suspicious character 
until it was learned that he knew nothing of the 
shooting.

West had been arrested Sunday afternoon on 
charges of drunkenness and disorderly conduct. 

After conviction had been passed by the mag-

istrate, entailing a jail sentence, West seized 
LeCato’s pistol and fired.

— The Daily Times

Makemie Park honors American
Presbyterian pioneer

Nestling in the upper reaches of Accomack Coun-
ty on Virginia’s Eastern Shore lies Makemie Park, a 
spot set aside and dedicated to the memory of Fran-
cis Makemie, pioneer of American Presbyterianism. 
To him the churchmen give credit as being the first 
to bring the faith of Calvinism to the New World.

He lies buried near Onancock, where he had his 
home and where he first was given license to preach, 
following years of persecution. Francis Makemie 
was educated for the ministry at Glasgow Universi-
ty in Scotland. Once ordained, he was sent to Amer-
ica in 1682. On his arrival in Virginia, he found 
himself at grips with the Anglican Church and 
suffered great persecutions before being allowed to 
spread his gospels. His first license to preach was 
granted after he had been arrested at Williamsburg 
and allowed to plead his case before the governor 
and House of Burgesses.

While Makemie wandered considerably through 
the new colonies, he had his home in Virginia. He 
eventually came back to settle on the Eastern Shore. 
While pastor at Onancock, he was married to Naomi 
Anderson, who is said to have been the daughter of 
a wealthy Virginian merchant.

It was not until more than 200 years after his 
death, however, that the American Presbyterian 
Historical Society reared a monument over his 
grave and had the spot set aside as a park.

Today, Makemie is but one of the many varied 
and interesting historical characters who en-
rich the lore and annals of the Eastern Shore of 
Virginia.

—The News and Advance

75 years ago
May 1950

Navy bomber crash kills four
A twin-engined U.S. Navy Neptune patrol 

bomber caught fire over Cape Charles yester-
day afternoon and crashed a few minutes later 
on the waterfront at Oyster, an Eastern Shore 
fishing village, claiming the lives of four Navy 
fliers.

The plane had left its base at the Patuxent 

River Naval Air Station in Maryland at about 
12:30 p.m. on a routine training flight. Naval 
spokesmen there said two officers and two en-
listed men were the plane’s crew.

All four were attending the Navy’s test pilot 
training school at Patuxent River, the base 
executive officer said. The Navy is withholding 
identification until families of all four men are 
notified.

Cape Charles residents saw the big bomber 
ablaze as it passed over their town flying in a 
northeasterly direction. Within a few minutes 
an explosion inside the plane tore loose one 
wing and sent smaller parts plummeting to the 
ground.

One of the fliers attempted to bail out, but 
his parachute was seared by the flames. He fell 
into the water near a pier and died as rescuers 
brought him to shore. His parachute had fall-
en on the pier, and from its markings came the 
first evidence as to the plane’s identity.

The main body of the plane fell into a marsh. 
Spectators, several of whom had narrowly 
missed being hit by debris, could see the bodies 
of two men in the plane, but until boats were 
brought in they had no access to the wreckage.

The flaming wing had fallen on Pete West’s 
marine railway. The fire it started completely 
destroyed the railway, a machine shop, a tool 
shed, and five oyster boats. Four other boats 
were damaged. Volunteer fire companies from 
two Eastern Shore villages fought the fire for 
more than an hour.

For a time they feared the flames would reach 
an oil storage tank that belongs to the Texas 
Company. No one was injured by falling plane 
parts or by the fire.

More than a dozen planes and three helicop-
ters circled the area while the fire burned and 
later in the afternoon.

The bodies of the Navy men were removed to 
the Fox Funeral Home at Eastville. The plane 
they flew was a Lockheed P2V-2, a modifica-
tion of the type of patrol bomber that flew from 
Australia to Columbus, Ohio, setting a new 
world record for straight-line distance flying.

— The Virginian-Pilot

Onancock publishing company
buys Exmore plant

The Eastern Shore News Publishing Co., Inc., 
of Onancock, has purchased the Turner Compa-
ny in Exmore.
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Yesteryears
100 years ago

December 1923

Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

(Continued on page 21)
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Yesteryears
100 years ago

December 1923

Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

The Turner Company was recently bought 
by John B. Schoolfield, who made the sale last 
week.

Mr. Schoolfield bought the Eastern Shore 
Herald from Ben T. Fisher and changed the 
name to the Exmore Tribune — a weekly news-
paper. Later he published the magazine, “The 
Public.”

The Eastern Shore News Publishing Co. 
is owned and operated by John T. Borum. A 
$100,000 fire swept the Borum printing plant 
several months ago.

Newer and more modern equipment has been 
installed since the fire. With the purchase of 
the plant in Exmore, Mr. Borum said he plans 
to make additional improvements.

The Eastern Shore Publishing Co. was estab-
lished in 1896. It will operate a job printing 
plant in Exmore.

— The Daily Times

Jurymen see site for proposed 
new research program

A dozen touring jurymen yesterday went on a 
cruise off Virginia’s Eastern Shore at the feder-
al government’s expense. They toured Wallops 
Island, near Chincoteague, to help in their de-
termination of a fair rate for the island, which 
the government is taking over for aeronautical 
research.

The jury left Norfolk yesterday afternoon but 
spent last night at the Old Dominion Lodge on 
Chincoteague Island. Today they cruised around 
the island in a government boat and looked over 
the physical facilities on the island.

Wallops Island is owned by Wallops Island 
Club, Inc., a hunting club incorporated at Chin-
coteague. It is asking $250,000 for the 3,000 
acres of land near the Maryland line.

The government has offered $45,000 for the 
land.

On Monday the jury will sit at a meeting 
before Federal Judge Dan Gillam, of Tarboro 
N.C., to determine an equitable price.

The tour is being conducted by Deputy U.S. 
Marshall R. V. Brownell.

— Danville Register and Bee

Onancock High has sensation
in Dick Burton

The name of Dick Burton, the sensational 
Onancock High righthander, has lit up the Del-
marva peninsula like a kerosene torch. His two-
year undefeated pitching string of 17 straight 
triumphs, five of which were no-hitters, is a 
performance that can’t be sneezed at.

Six of the seven wins inked this spring were 
shutouts and three authored by the no-hit, 
no-run route. Records show 87 strikeouts in 47 
innings of play.

Last Wednesday, Burton fashioned his third 
no-hitter in a 15-0 win against a previously 
unbeaten Cape Charles High nine. He fanned 15 
and walked three, but not a runner got as far as 
second base.

The big test will come tomorrow when he fac-
es the Northampton High crew at Onancock. 

Burton is only a junior and will be around for 
another season to spread misery in the hearts 
of opposing batsmen. Major League scouts will 
have to wait another year before they can talk 
contract.

According to John Borum, editor of the East-
ern Shore News, Burton has all the tools to be 
a standout curver. His best pitch seems to be a 
smoking fastball, which he blends occasionally 
with a quick-breaking curve.

Understand the boy has gobs of eye appeal to 
the spectators. He looks and behaves like every-
body’s kid brother — a fellow who tries so hard 
that he makes even the most jaded onlooker root 
for him.

— The Daily Times 

50 years ago
May 1975

Decisive naval battle fought
at bridge-tunnel

One of the most important but little known 
chapters in the history of America’s War for 
Independence was written here, where the Ches-
apeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel now spans the broad 
mouth of the bay.

This was the naval engagement in which the 
French fleet met and defeated the British navy, 
an action that hastened the end of British rule 
in the colonies.

As America celebrates her bicentennial and 

looks back on past glories, the contribution that 
the French seamen made to the colonies’ suc-
cessful fight for freedom is being given greater 
recognition than ever before, especially in near-
by Norfolk, by tradition a “navy town.”

The battle between the French and English 
is now commemorated by a marker on Sea Gull 
Island, southernmost of the bridge-tunnel’s 
four manmade islands. The marker, dedicated 
in 1973 by the Colonial Dames of America in 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, is dedicated to 
Comte Francois Joseph Paul de Grasse, Admiral 
of the French fleet.

Called the “Arbiter of the War” by Gen. 
George Washington, de Grasse defeated the 
British forces under Admiral Graves and pre-
cipitated Lord Cornwallis’ surrender at York-
town — the beginning of the end of the Revolu-
tionary War.

By blockading the Chesapeake Bay in 1781, 
the allies were able to bottle up the British 
army at Yorktown; Cornwallis, who could nei-
ther retreat nor receive reinforcements, was 
compelled to surrender to Gen. Washington. 
The surrender of his army, the second largest 
British force in America, had a decisive polit-
ical impact on the course of the war and com-
menced the final stage of hostilities.

Sea Gull Island was selected as the site for 
the historical marker because the Chesapeake 
Bay Bridge-Tunnel, which was completed in 
1964, spans the waters between Cape Henry 
and Cape Charles and parallels the line that the 
French fleet formed to prevent the British ships 
from penetrating the bay.

— The Daily Times

Island families ask to adopt 
Viet orphans

At least 20 families on the tiny Chesapeake 
Bay island of Tangier have applied to the Acco-
mack County Department of Social Services for 
the right to adopt Vietnamese and Cambodian 
orphans.

Four of the department’s social workers 
visited the island Friday to begin preliminary 
home studies.

Officials said the studies would deal with 
such things as family background, health, and 
financial status.

The data will then be sent to the Virginia 
State Department of Welfare, which will then 
coordinate the Tangier Island activity with 

Yesteryears
(Continued from page 20)

(Continued on page 22)



26  |  Shore FirSt  |  December 2023  |  eaSternShorePoSt.com

Yesteryears
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Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

licensed childplacing agencies in Virginia or 
other states or with any federal office that may 
be involved, they said.

“We are very excited about this particular 
project,” Marietta Eichelberger, director of the 
county’s social service office, said. “We think 
the enthusiasm for adoption shown by the peo-
ple on Tangier is a wonderful reflection of their 
kindness and courage.”

On the island itself, Mayor Hartford Wil-
liams and Vanessa Dise are coordinating the 
project.

About 1,000 persons, most of them wa-
termen, live on Tangier Island. The island is 
located about 10 miles from Virginia’s Eastern 
Shore.

— Culpeper Star-Exponent

Thousands expected
for Chincoteague event

“Tickets are widespread for the Eastern Shore 
Chamber of Commerce Seafood Festival,” accord-
ing to the chamber’s executive vice president.

Mrs. Anita Conquest said this past week that 
3,000 tickets went on sale to the public on Oct. 
1, 1974, and were sold out within two days. The 
festival will be held at Tom’s Cove, Chincote-
ague, on May 7, from 1 to 4:30 p.m.

Mrs. Conquest said, “Tickets were sold to 
people from all over the East Coast and inqui-
ries have been made about next year’s festival 
from people in Wisconsin, Colorado, and even 
California.”

Five hundred invitations were issued in addi-
tion to those tickets sold, she said.

Virginia’s Governor Mills E. Godwin has 
accepted and will be flying into Wallops Island. 
However, President Ford sent his regrets, Mrs. 
Conquest said.

Virginia’s First District Congressman Thom-
as N. Downing has also accepted.

“Due possibly to this being an election year, 
we are having an unusual turnout of state legis-
lators,” she said.

All members of the Accomack County and 
Northampton County boards of supervisors 
have said they will be attending the festival.

Thirty-six high school students and 100 col-
lege students have been hired to help to see that 

everyone gets enough to eat. “The school board 
has been very cooperative and the Eastern Shore 
Community College at Melfa usually closes on 
the day of the festival,” Mrs. Conquest said.

“We start working two days ahead of time 
to get everything in readiness,” she said, “and 
then when the big day arrives we cross our fin-
gers and hope for a beautiful day,” she said.

The menu consists of four kinds of fish, clams 
and oysters of all styles, French fried sweet pota-
toes, hush puppies, and coleslaw. This year, for 
the first time, there will be crab chowder.

— The Daily Times

25 years ago
May 2000

No secret was safe in Grotons
She knew just about everyone in her neck of 

Accomack County — their nicknames, their roles 
in life, even for whom many were named. She knew 
their parents, grandparents, uncles, aunts, and 
siblings.

No secret was safe from Malinda Griffith Ennis.
The 90-year-old can go on for hours about the 

most minute details of life in this part of Accomack 
County despite leaving the community in 1929 for 
promised economic prosperity in the “big city” of 
Salisbury. Even after she left seven decades ago, 
Ennis kept up with the happenings until the Acco-
mack villages faded away.

She grew up in a time when villages were plen-
tiful, separated by creeks, coves, and stretches of 
marsh. Communities included Cattail and Messon-
go, Belinda and Marsh Market. Nearby were Bull-
beggar and Jenkins Creek, Sugar Hill, and Sanford. 
Down the road a piece were Mears and Mearsville, 
Guard Shore, Winterville, Bloxom, Makemie Park, 
Skin Point, The Hammocks, and Flag Pond.

As was usually the case, neighbors and friends 
were also cousins, once-, twice-, and three-times 
removed.

“My grandfather Marshall’s brothers — we 
called them Uncle Sam and Uncle Brace, married 
sisters. They were Marshalls, too. My mother’s 
brother married his own cousin,” Ennis recalled. 
“My grandmother was so upset. She asked him, 
‘Can’t you find anybody else to marry besides your 
cousin?’ Lot of that went on down there,” she said.

Ennis hasn’t forgotten the little chat she had 
with her father when she was 16, warning her to 
stay clear of certain families known for the moral 

shortcomings of their men and women and their 
lack of ambition and industry. It didn’t have to be 
spelled out, he said; she had been around Grotons 
long enough to know who the wrong families were.

There are tales that give life color and happen-
ings that have been told and retold. While it seems 
like just yesterday, it’s been almost a century, she 
said, that a Mears hung himself in the attic of the 
old store at Marsh Market, supposedly over the 
rejections of a woman in nearby Sanford.

“His wife said if she had known he killed himself 
over another woman, she’d never put on another 
piece of black as long as she lived,” Ennis said.

So remarkable is her memory that she can iden-
tify most faces in church and school photos taken 
almost 80 years ago. She is only hindered by failing 
eyesight. A photo of a revival service recalls the 
time when the Rev. William Vickers of Cambridge 
came to the area and saved souls under a huge 
white tent that eventually led to the building of the 
Pilgrim Holiness Church in Grotons in 1916, now 
closed. Another photo prompts memories of those 
unforgettable weekend nights of square dancing at 
Flag Pond, once a social hot spot for watermen and 
farmers.

Photo after tattered photo are tied to countless 
tales of marriages, love on the rocks, businesses 
that flourished and died, fortunes gained and lost. 
There are legacies that became legendary, like the 
tales of businessman “Big Al” Hall, said to have 
been so crooked even his tombstone’s epitaph 
cursed him.

There are stories of births and deaths, like that 
of the mother and child who died in childbirth at 
home, buried together in the same casket during a 
funeral service that brought folks from many neigh-
borhoods to the home.

Memories of neighbors serenading newlyweds 
with music made by beating pots and pans and the 
glow of Roman candles at night. Tender stories. 
Fun stories. History all.

There will never be another Malinda Ennis. 
She devoted her life to memorizing the past of 
so many people in so many places at a time when 
many things remained constant. But no more. 
Life in this part of Accomack County will never 
again be so slow-moving, so predictable, so tra-
ditional.

“I guess I managed it because I was born with 
a brain that could do it. I’ve been interested in 
genealogy all my life. All the people but one that I 
remember from my youth are dead,” she said.

But they live on in Malinda Ennis.

— The Daily Times

Yesteryears
(Continued from page 21)
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‘Tides of Time’
event at Kiptopeke
State Park May 10

Kiptopeke State Park will 
host an event called Tides of 
Time: Exploring the Shore His-
tory  on May 10 from 10 a.m. 
until 2 p.m. at Picnic Shelter 1. 

“The park’s flora and fauna 
are unique to the area and give 
much insight to the past while 
focusing on the future of the 
park’s historical, natural, and 
cultural resources,” said Kipto-
peke State Park Manager Sean 
Dixon. “This event will be en-
gaging to make learning more 
fun and accessible while explor-
ing the park.” 

This event will allow guests 
to hear from expert speak-
ers covering Native American 
history of the Eastern Shore, 
Black history and its lasting 
impact on the region, the Ches-
apeake Bay Bridge-Tunnel and 
ferries, and the history of Kip-
topeke State Park.  

The Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge-Tunnel has a huge im-
pact on the transportation 
of goods and services to the 
Shore. Ferries were used as the 
main mode of transportation 
across the bay from the colonial 
period until the completion of 
the bridge. 

Exhibits and demonstra-
tions will be provided by the 
Cape Charles Museum, East-
ern Shore Maritime Museum, 
ESVA Heritage Center, Samu-
el D. Outlaw Blacksmith Shop 
Memorial Museum, U.S. Coast 
Guard, and more. 

“We will bring history to 
life through captivating guest 
speakers, fun activities, and a 
variety of exhibits,” said Kip-
topeke State Park Education 
Support Specialist Jessica 
Stohr. “Enjoy hands-on history 
with crafts and activities for all 
ages, including guided histo-
ry hikes through the park and 
demonstrations in our day-use 
area.”
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Whether it’s a short- or long-term rental, vacation, residential or commercial 
leasing, Peninsula Properties of VA can help you manage your income property. 
Call Jen Siegrist, Property Management Certified REALTOR at 757-313-2627 or 
email her at jensiegrist@verizon.net.

MACHIPONGO
Lot 1 SEAY CT     MLS#63436
6.60+/- ACRE “Harbour Pointe,” on historic and 
picturesque Hungars Creek. Come build your dream 
home on this spacious waterfront farmette. Just a 2 
minute boat ride to the Chesapeake Bay. 

$364,900

28404 Woodland Ave. Suite B, Melfa, Virginia 23410
Call to Sell or Purchase property: 757-787-2618

Visit us: www.ppofva.com

CAPE CHARLES
23089 CARR LANE     MLS#64123
Experience the quality and appeal of this well-
maintained, high-end brick ranch located in one 
of the most desirable NON-HOA neighborhoods 
within Cape Charles. Enjoy serene pond views and 
picturesque horse pasture from front and rear. The 
home features a concrete driveway, beautifully 
landscaped yard, and much more. Nestled in a 
peaceful rural setting, yet conveniently close to all 
local services and amenities. With plenty of space 
for boats and recreational vehicles, this property 
offers the perfect blend of privacy and accessibility. 
A must-see!. 

$489,000

MELFA
Lot 40 DOE CROSSING     MLS#64215
High elevation, level cul-de-sac parcel, partially 
wooded, ready to build! Property is located in 
a community of well kept, modest homes. Easy 
accessability and minutes drive to towns of 
Onancock and Onley with restaurants, shops, 
YMCA and state-of-the-art hospital. Don’t miss this 
opportunity as there are only a handful of buidable 
lots left in this subdivision. 

$55,000
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