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BLUE HERON REALTY   
Holiday Sponsored Events 

Join us where Creativity Meets Christmas Magic! 
3rd Annual Festive Friday Art Show! 

FRIDAY DEC. 12, 2025 4:30 PM– 8:00 PM 
At: Blue Heron Realty Co. 113 Mason Ave. Cape Charles 

 Artwork, carvings, pottery, paintings, Christmas ornaments, handmade toys and more.  
 Enjoy Hot Cider & Cookies while chatting with the Artists... 

SATURDAY DEC. 20, 2025– 7:30 PM– Palace Theater 
Buy tickets online 

John Harlow Jamie Kirkpatrick Pattie Shockley Kathy Grook Michelle Truslow 

Lee Ann Shontere Marina Pierce Gail Scott Nancy Murphy Amanda Hurley 

Blue Heron Realty is pleased to once again sponsor: 

BlueHeronVa.com 
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Entertainment calendar

FESTIVE FRIDAYS: Starting at 5 p.m. downtown Cape 
Charles will be filled with the holiday spirit for Fes-
tive Fridays. Santa and Mrs. Claus will be available for 
visits. There will be train rides, face painting, crafts, 
a petting zoo, and live music. A free movie will show at 
the Historic Palace Theatre. Shops and restaurants will 
have specials and extended hours. 

December 5, 12, 19  |  Cape Charles
Festive Fridays

Friday, Dec. 5
n TREE LIGHTING: 6 p.m., Ker Place, 
Onancock. Mrs. Claus will throw the 
switch and light up the decorated 
Christmas trees on the Ker Place Lawn 
during the Lights on the Lawn Grand 
Illumination. 

Saturday, Dec. 6
n HOLIDAY SALE: 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., the Woman’s Club of Accomack 
County, 25405 Richmond Ave., 
Onley. The club is hosting its 22nd 
annual Greens, Gifts, and Goodies 
Sale. The sale will feature holiday 
wreaths and swags, baked goods, 
soups, and ready-made foods. 
Local vendors will also be selling 
items. 
n HOLIDAY PARTY: 10 a.m. 
to noon, Mary N. Smith Cultural 
Enrichment Center, 24577 Mary 
N. Smith Road, Accomac. The Mary 
N. Smith Alumni Association 
is hosting its third annual 
Holiday Party. The event 
is for kids 12 and under. There 
will be photos with Santa, 
treats, music, and more. To register 
visit https://tinyurl.com/4tvt9a7t
n CHRISTMAS PARADE: 6 p.m., 
Main Street, Chincoteague. 
Chincoteague’s Old-Fashioned 
Christmas Parade will kick off 
for the 45th time. This year’s 
theme is “A Saltwater Christmas.” 
It will honor the 100-year legacy 
of the Saltwater Cowboys. The 
Chincoteague Police Department 
will also be collecting new, 
unwrapped toys for its annual 
toy drive. The parade will be 
followed by visits with Santa 
at American Legion Post 159.

Wednesday, Dec. 10
n HOLIDAY EVENT: 3 to 7 p.m., 
Brownsville Preserve, 11369 Browns-
ville Road, Nassawadox. At the Nature 
Conservancy’s annual Holiday Open 
House visitors can tour the historic 
Brownsville home, meet conservancy 
staff and volunteers, and enjoy treats 
around the firepit. 

HOLIDAY LIGHTS: On Dec. 11 at 5:30 p.m., Riverside 
Shore Memorial Hospital, Onley, will have its Festival 
of Lights come to life, lighting up the hospital for the 
holidays, at the main entrance. 

December 11  |  Onley
Riverside Shore Festival of Lights

CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: Friday and Saturday at 7:30 p.m., 
Sunday at 2:30 p.m., North Street Playhouse, Onancock. The 
Eastern Shore Madrigal Singers will present their holiday pro-
gram “Gettin’ in the Mood.” Admission is $25 for adults and 
$10 for students age 22 and under. 

December 5, 6, 7  |  Onancock
Eastern Shore Madrigal Singers
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Saturday, Dec. 13
n HOLIDAY BREAKFAST: 10 a.m. to 1 
p.m., The North Street Playhouse, 34 Mar-
ket St., Onancock. The playhouse is host-
ing Breakfast with the Elves. There will be 
games, face painting, and more. 
n ARTISANS MARKET: 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m., Historic Onancock School, 6 College 
Ave., Onancock. The school is hosting a 
Holiday Artisans Market. 
n SANTA VISIT: 11 a.m., Onancock 
Wharf, Onancock. Santa will arrive by 
boat to greet children at the harbor. Santa 
will be escorted in by a group of reindeer 
in kayaks. Kayakers who would like to help 
escort Santa can email janddfreeman@aol.
com
n HOME TOUR: From 1 to 5 p.m., the 
Onancock Christmas Homes Tour will offer 
a glimpse inside seven beautifully decorat-
ed homes. To purchase tickets visit 
www.onancock.org/christmas
n MUSIC FESTIVAL: 2 to 4 p.m., Cokes-
bury Cultural Center, Onancock. The cen-
ter is hosting a free holiday music festival. 
n HOLIDAY EVENT: 4 to 7 p.m., Muse-
um of Chincoteague Island, 7125 Mad-
dox Blvd., Chincoteague. The museum’s 
Christmas Tree Village will fill its Leg-
acy Pavilion with decorated Christmas 
trees. 
n CHRISTMAS PARADE: From 6 to 9 
p.m. Exmore will host its annual Christ-
mas Parade on Main Street. 

Friday, Dec. 19
n HOLIDAY MOVIE: 5:30 to 8 p.m., Ad-
ams United Methodist Church Dining 
Hall, 23532 Lee Mont Road, Parksley. 
The church is screening “Home Alone.” 
Christmas pajamas and extra blankets are 
encouraged. There will be popcorn, hot 
chocolate, hot dogs, hamburgers, and more 
treats. The cost is $3 for children and $5 
for adults.

Saturday, Dec. 20
n SANTA BREAKFAST: 8 to 11 a.m., 
Atlantic Volunteer Fire Company, 10071 
Atlantic Road, Atlantic. The fire compa-
ny is hosting a community breakfast with 
Santa.

Entertainment calendar

HYMN SING: 7 p.m., St. George’s Church, Pungo
teague. The church is hosting a Community Hymn Fest. 
All are invited to sing seasonal music. Refreshments 
will be served in the parish house afterwards. 

December 16  |  Pungoteague
Holiday hymn sing

PLAY: Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. and Dec. 20 at 2:30 p.m. and 7 p.m., the 
North Street Playhouse, Onancock, presents “Elf Jr. the Musical.” 
Tickets are $15. To purchase tickets visit 
www.northstreetplayhouse.org

December 19, 20  |  Onancock
“Elf Jr. the Musical” at North Street Playhouse

BALLET: Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m., Sunday at 2 p.m., 
Nandua High School, 26350 Lankford Highway, Onley. The ESO 
School of Dance presents “The Nutcracker Swings.” To purchase 
tickets visit https://tinyurl.com/pe8ty9jb

December 12, 13, 14  |  Onley
ESO School of Dance’s “The Nutcracker Swings”
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Classic Collections atClassic Collections at

VAULT
Art, Antiques, 

Jewelry105 Market Street, Pocomoke City, MD

410-957-4653  
Wednesday through Saturday, 10am to 6pm 
Monday and Tuesday by appointment only

Where Good Old-FashionedWhere Good Old-Fashioned  
Customer Service Helps You Customer Service Helps You   

Choose the Perfect Gift Every Time!Choose the Perfect Gift Every Time!
Enjoy Our Refreshments,Enjoy Our Refreshments,  

Free Gift Wrap and PersonalizedFree Gift Wrap and Personalized  
Service When You Shop at The VaultService When You Shop at The Vault

We BUY Your Unwanted Estate Fine Jewelry 
or Broken Gold, Silver & Platinum Jewelry.   

Receive 10% Extra Over Cash Value  
If  Used For Your Purchase
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BY JANET BERNOSKY
Shore First

Hearing the ring-ting-tingle of 
bells on Chincoteague Island this holi-
day season?

Chances are the source is a horse-
drawn carriage taking riders on a 

pleasant island tour, complete with 
lighthouse views.

The rides are being offered on 
Thursdays through Sundays, from 
11 a.m. until 6 p.m., until New 
Year’s Eve. Rides begin at the Chin-
coteague Pony Centre, located at 
6417 Carriage Drive, off Chicken 

City Road.
Special rides with Santa Claus 

are available to book for Dec. 20 and 
21, with an added option for photo-
graphs, said Monica Shubert, equine 
and facility operations director at the 
Centre.

Carriage duties are shared by 

Life around here
brothers Lewis and Clark, a pair of 
15-year old Haflingers who came to 
the Centre recently from a Wisconsin 
farm.

“They are just the absolute best 
boys,” said Shubert, who is also one 
of the carriage drivers along with 
Eugene Lodrini, known as “Farmer 
Eugene.”

“They are so gentle and learned the 
route very quickly,” she noted.

Each ride lasts about 30 minutes, 
turning left out of the Pony Centre 
and then crossing over the intersec-
tion with East Side Road and Church 
Street.  

After turning left on Wayne Road, 
passengers are greeted by the As-
sateague Island lighthouse in the 
distance.

“The lighthouse appears much larg-
er at first but actually gets smaller the 
closer we get,” said Shubert.  “It’s an 
optical illusion.”

The carriage then turns left off 
Wayne Road and onto East Side Road 
before heading back to the Pony 
Centre. 

Passengers can reserve the entire 
carriage for themselves or book indi-
vidual seats for $30 per person, with 
the understanding this type of ride 
will be shared with others to fill the 
carriage.

Accompanying each ride is a lo-
cal historian, sharing stories and fun 
facts with passengers.

Shubert said that Haflingers were 
the perfect choice for the carriage 
rides.

This strong, intelligent breed orig-
inated in Austria’s Tyrolean moun-
tains and was first brought to the 
United States in 1958.

Haflingers are classified as small 
horses but are often mistaken for 
ponies because of their height, typ-
ically standing between 13.2 to 15 
hands.  

Stocky and well-muscled, Hafling-
ers have been bred specifically to pull 
up to two to three times their weight, 
which can range from 800 to 1,300 
pounds.

Only one horse pulls the carriage at 
a time, with breaks in between each 

Take a ride on a horse-drawn 
carriage for the holidays

Chincoteague 
rides feature
a historian’s
narration

(Continued on page 9)

SHORE FIRST/JANET BERNOSKY
Monica Shubert and Eugene Lodrini ride a horse-drawn carriage on Chincoteague Island. 
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ride.
“Their care and safe-

ty are of the utmost 
importance to us,” said 
Shubert.

The rides will resume 
mid-March through 
Mother’s Day weekend in 
May, then again in Octo-
ber 2026.

Shubert said carriage 
rides are also available 
for special events such 
as weddings or engage-
ments, including in the 
elegant, antique Queen’s 
Coach.

To make a reserva-
tion, or for questions, 
call the Pony Centre at 
757-336-7383.  

Online bookings are 
also available at https://
booking.cojilio.com/
theponycentre/online

WE CELEBRATE WE CELEBRATE 
YOUR SERVICEYOUR SERVICE

The Eastern Shore Post 
wants news about our 

military men and women 
serving our country.

• Name of service member and the news to be 
shared

• Military Branch  |  Rank  |  Names of parents/
guardians (and their hometown)  |  High school 
and/or college graduation years and schools

A head-and-shoulders photograph (or a 
photograph from which a head-and-shoulders 
photograph can be taken.

Tell Us:

Send Us:

Enlistments  |  Graduations
Promotions  |  Advancements

Deployments  |  Honors  |  Awards  
Retirements  |  Active duty
Reserve  |  National Guard

Send to: 
edtior@easternshorepost.com 

Mail to:  P.O. Box 517
 Onley, VA 23418

Hand-deliver to: 3257 Main St.
 Exmore, VA

Local: 410-968-0252
Toll Free: 888-775-7427

mrohsgas.com

New Church
Oak Hall

Chincoteague
Temperanceville

Greenbackville
Captains Cove

Parksley 
Onley

Onancock

Your  local, family-owned-and-operatedlocal, family-owned-and-operated 
dealer, servicing residential, commercial, and 
agricultural accounts with propane gas delivery in:

Since 1948

Propane Delivery  •  Install and Service of:
GAS FIREPLACES GAS FIREPLACES •• WATER HEATERS WATER HEATERS
HVAC HVAC •• AUXILIARY SPACE HEATING AUXILIARY SPACE HEATING

Rides
(Continued from page 8)

SHORE FIRST/JANET BERNOSKY
A horse-drawn carriage ride on Chincoteague Is-
land is a unique holiday treat. 
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BY TED SHOCKLEY
Shore First

Eastern Shore people have pride 
in their homeland. And residents of 
Eastern Shore also have pride in the 
towns, communities, and necks where 
they live.

So when Kim McClaren, owner of 
Country Way Mercantile in Exmore, 
designed a line of caps embossed with 
local place names, they quickly be-
came popular.

“Everyone is super proud of their 
towns,” said McClaren, who taught in 
Northampton County before finishing 

her education career as a teacher in 
the city of Chesapeake.

In August 2023, she began opera-
tion of her Main Street store, which 
once was a business owned by her par-
ents, Barry and Margaret Marsh.

The Mercantile, as it is known, 
offers a wide range of unique gifts 

Life around here
— homewares, jewelry, gifts, appar-
el, and much more. It also carries 
wine from Chatham Vineyards near 
Machipongo. 

The Mercantile carries a large selec-
tion of new and used books about the 
Eastern Shore. McClaren said she is 
always looking to add to her stock of 
used Eastern Shore books. 

The Mercantile also has expand-
ed its line of Eastern Shore name 
merchandise. 

Oval stickers with place names — 
from Hallwood to Hacksneck, and 
from Birdsnest to Bloxom — are avail-
able. So are insulated can coolers and 
coasters.

There also is a line of necklaces 
with pendants that look like miniature 
street signs. 

McClaren’s merchandise is also 
aninformal gauge of community pride. 
The winner, it seems, is Quinby.

“It doesn’t matter what I see that 
has Quinby on it,” she said. “It’s the 
first to sell and it’s the largest number 
of sales.”

The leader in sales of insulated can 
coolers is Silver Beach, she said. 

With its hardwood floors and an-
tique showcases, the Mercantile car-
ries the vibe of days past. 

The store is decorated by the con-
tents it has for sale. And McClaren 
works to keep prices affordable for 
everyone.

“I try to keep things that are nice 
but don’t break your pocketbook,” she 
said.

McClaren grew up on the Eastern 
Shore before finishing high school in 
Hampton Roads. She and her hus-
band, John, have three children and 
two grandchildren. 

Exmore is dear to her. As a child, 
she remembers coming into the town 
with her grandfather, ordering a “big 
pancake” at Lloyd’s Drug Store, which 
featured dining. She would stop at 
Peebles and the Ben Franklin store.

“I would love to see all that again,” 
she said of Exmore. “There’s so much 
potential here.”

With her shop, she sees Exmore’s 
business advantages. “Exmore is a 
perfect location because it is mid-

At Country Way Mercantile, 
spirit of the Eastern Shore

Exmore store’s
unique town 
name wares
show area pride

(Continued on page 11)

SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
Caps with Eastern Shore town and community names are ready for wearers at Country Way Mercantile in Exmore.
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Thankyou
This holiday season, 

remember to take care of 
yourself, your family and 

your loved ones and know 
that when you need us, 

we are here. 

riversideonline.com

for trusting us with your care.

SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
Kim McClaren holds one of her “We’re 
not in a hurry” shirts at Country Way 
Mercantile in Exmore. 

As a teacher, she had considered 
having her own business and now 
that dream has come true. She said 
one of the most enjoyable aspects of 
her work is selecting a product or de-
signing a logo that catches on with 
customers.

One example is her line of short- and 
long-sleeve shirts with back lettering 
stating, “Eastern Shore,” and under-
neath, “We’re not in a hurry.”

In brainstorming the idea, she 
said she wrote a long list of items, 
chores, and philosophies that Eastern 
Shore folks are not in a hurry to do or 
embrace. 

Then, instead of putting them all on 
the shirt, she just left it open — the 
line, “Were not in a hurry,” stands on 
its own.

n In December, Country Way Mer-
cantile is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Saturday, and noon 
to 5 p.m. on Sunday. 

Mercantile
(Continued from page 10)
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Leave rum balls out 
for Santa this Christmas

I have it on good authority that 
while Santa enjoys all cookies left 
for him on Christmas Eve, rum 
balls are his definite favorite. 

They are one of my favorites, 
too. They’re super easy to throw 
together — using only melted 

chocolate, 
crushed vanil-
la wafers, and 
rum. 

Make sure 
you use the 
good stuff, 
too — brown 
rum is best. I 
used Cruzan, 
but spiced 
rum is my fa-
vorite. This 
is the perfect 
time to call in 
the Captain.

They require a little planning, 
as the dough sits overnight before 
forming into balls. And honestly, 
the longer they sit, the better they 
get. Grab a few cute tins from the 
dollar store, line with wax paper, 
and give as gifts. 

I will definitely be leaving a 
few of these babies out for the big 
man on Christmas Eve alongside 
a couple of freshly shucked salts, 
as Santa is a fan of oysters, too, 
you know. I think it’s what’s kept 
me on the nice list all these years. 
Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year, Eastern Shore!

Laura Davis

Laura Davis, of Chincoteague Island, is a food writer and blogger at www.tideandthyme.com. Her recipes have been featured on Huffington Post and www.craftbeer.com, among other publications. 
She is a frequent guest on WBOC-TV’s DelmarvaLife show, where she showcases her culinary talents for viewers. Her work appears monthly in Shore First. 

PHOTO COURTESY LAURA DAVIS
Rum balls, made from melted chocolate, crushed vanilla wafers, and rum, are easy to throw together.

Laura
Davis

(Continued on page 13)

Stay on the nice list 
this holiday season —
these sweet treats
are St. Nick’s favorite
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Newly published in time for holiday gift giving

“Steam and Steel, The Eastern Shore
of Virginia, 1870 to 1884”

By Dr. Brooks Miles Barnes
“Miles Barnes is that rare historian who is also an excellent writer, and his 
passion for Eastern Shore history brings life to the printed page. His book is 
going to become the golden standard for those studying the steamboat and 
railroad era on the Shore.”

—CURTIS BADGER, AUTHOR AND NATURALIST

NOW AVAILABLE
IN BOOKSTORES 
AND GIFT SHOPS

Rum Balls
What you'll need

n 1 box vanilla wafers, crushed in a food processor
n 6 oz. semi-sweet chocolate
n 1/2 cup firmly packed light brown sugar
n 1/4 light corn syrup
n 2/3 cup rum
n pinch of salt
n 2 cups pecans lightly toasted
n 1/2 cup confectioner’s sugar (for rolling)

What you’ll do
n Melt the chocolate in a double boiler over barely
    simmering water. 
n In a large bowl, combine brown sugar, corn syrup,
    bourbon, and salt. 
n Add melted chocolate, crushed vanilla wafers, and half 	

        the pecans. Mix to combine.
n Spread the remaining pecans in a shallow container or 	

        plate for rolling. Do the same for the confectioner’s sugar.
n Shape dough into 1-inch balls and roll into nuts
    or sugar. 
n Refrigerate for 24 hours to blend flavors before serving. 	

        They will keep in the refrigerator for two weeks, or they 	
        can be frozen.
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The Rev. Kirk Mariner was an Eastern Shore author, historian, and United Methodist minister whose book, “Off 13: The Eastern Shore of Virginia Guidebook,” is an indispensable volume for natives and visitors alike. 
Mariner died in 2017. His work appears in Eastern Shore First courtesy of Miona Publications. This first appeared in his book, “Once Upon an Island: The History of Chincoteague.”

When commercial air passengers 
crossed the Atlantic Ocean for the 
first time, they traveled not by air-
plane but by dirigible. And the first 
place those first passengers saw when 
they reached the United States was 

Virginia’s East-
ern Shore. 

On the morn-
ing of Thursday, 
Oct. 11, 1928, 
the giant Graf 
Zeppelin left 
Friedrichshafen, 
Germany, turned 
south toward the 
Mediterranean 
Sea, and sailed 
out over the At-
lantic bound for 
New York. 

The Graf Zep-
pelin — “Graf” is German for “Count” 
— was named for Count Ferdinand 
Adolf August Heinrich von Zeppelin 
(1838-1917), inventor and pioneer of 
the rigid, lighter-than-air airship. It 
was 776 feet long, 100 feet in diam-
eter, and capable of carrying a cargo 
of over 33,000 pounds at a cruising 
speed of between 59 and 68 miles per 
hour.

For its first trans-Atlantic flight, 
it carried high-value freight, 66,000 
pieces of mail, and 20 passengers who 
expected to reach New York in a little 
more than three days.

The world watched with interest 
and excitement. Newspapers carried 
daily reports of the zeppelin’s prog-
ress, ships wired the mainland when 

they sighted it, and the U.S. Navy ra-
dio stations as far south as Florida at-
tempted to track its location. By Sun-
day, thousands of people hoping to see 
it had gathered outside of New York 
at the Naval Air Station in Lakehurst, 
N.J., where it was to dock. On Mon-
day, by which time it was a day behind 
schedule, half the front page of the 

Virginian-Pilot was devoted to the lat-
est news about the Graf Zeppelin.

While Americans waited on tip-
toe, the airship’s passengers enjoyed 
luxurious accommodations in their 
gondola beneath the giant balloon. 
The views were magnificent, the noise 
of flight minimal. There were pri-
vate staterooms and elegant public 

rooms fitted with large windows set 
at angles so that they could watch the 
world pass below them from their easy 
chairs. The dining room rivaled that 
of an ocean liner, with monogrammed 
china and silverware, attentive ser-
vice, a good wine list, and cuisine by a 
first-class chef.

Yet, even the passengers began to 
grow weary as the ship’s progress 
across the ocean turned out to be 
slower than expected. Dr. Hugh Eck-
ner, the ship’s commander, avoided 
the more adverse winds of the direct 
northern route and steered a longer, 
more southerly route over Madeira 
and Bermuda. Even there, adverse 
winds slowed the vessel down to about 
35 miles per hour at times. By Satur-
day morning, the Graf Zeppelin was 
still 1,800 miles out to sea. The Sun-
day newspapers placed her closer to 
Bermuda than America.

The Monday newspapers, less clear 
about her location because of an inter-
vening break in communication, spec-
ulated that the food supply in the gon-
dola was diminishing, that “plainer 
foodstuffs were probably exhausted,” 
and that passengers were facing the 
prospect of subsisting on champagne 
and caviar. 

By then, one person in the crowd of 
would-be witnesses at Lakehurst had 
dropped dead, victim of “heart shock 
incident to excitement.” Thousands of 
others, after giving up on seeing the 
ship, abandoned their vigil, packed 
into their cars to head for home, and 
promptly created a massive traffic 

Kirk Mariner

The Graf Zeppelin 
makes its American debut

(Continued on page 15)

Shore folks were the first 
people in America
to enjoy a view of the
German dirigible in flight

SHORE FIRST/TED SHOCKLEY
This excerpt is from Kirk Mariner’s “True Tales of the Eastern Shore.”
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jam that left thousands sleeping in 
their cars overnight.

When at last came “the flash that 
America has been awaiting,” it was at 
9:30 a.m. on the morning of Monday, 
Oct. 15, and the news read: “Graf Zep-
pelin sighted off Cape Charles.” The 
vessel finally made landfall in Ameri-
ca at 10:15 a.m. on the Eastern Shore 
of Virginia, about six miles north of 
the cape, then immediately turned 
north-northwest. The long-await-
ed first report of its arrival went out 
from the U.S. Coast Guard station on 
Hog Island.

The first people in America to en-
joy a full-fledged view of the Graf 
Zeppelin were residents of Virginia’s 
Eastern Shore. “The Graf Zeppelin, 
of Germany, passed west of this place 
Monday morning,” wrote the Hog 
Island correspondent to the Eastern 
Shore News.

“The German Graf Zeppelin passed 

over here about 10:30 a.m.,” came an-
other report from Oyster.

Marionville’s correspondent was 
more enthusiastic, “It was a thrilling 
experience to get a fairly good view of 
the giant zeppelin as it flew over the 
peninsula on Monday morning...”

In Cape Charles, Eastville, Exmore, 
Wachapreague, and Onancock people 
watched as the giant ship passed qui-
etly up the peninsula.

Leaving Virginia, the zeppelin 
passed Crisfield at 11:18 a.m., then 
“sailed lazily out of sight.” An hour 
later, it paid a courtesy call on the na-
tion’s capital, where President Calvin 
Coolidge left his desk and stepped out-
side to see it.

After overshooting its destina-
tion to make a brief circling flight 
over New York City, the Graf Zeppe-
lin docked safely at Lakehurst at 5:38 
p.m. on Monday, eight hours after 
making landfall on the Eastern Shore. 
It had been in the air for 111 hours 
and 44 minutes; the trip that was to 
have taken three days had consumed 
four and a half.

Mariner
(Continued from page 14)

Vacation Homeowners
OF CAPE CHARLES, VA

Tour beautifully dec orated homes and The Bay Haven Inn, enjoy
signature c oc ktails at  three stops and delic ious c ookies along the way!

Conveniently order and pay online at: 
easternshorepost.com or call our office at 757-789-7678

6 month Subscription - $90      12 month Subscription - $170

Looking for the perfect gift?
Give the gift of local news!

Eastern Shore Post - The Voice of Accomack and Northampton 
Counties on Virginia’s Eastern Shore

Have the Eastern Shore Post delivered right 
to your recipient’s mailbox each week! 



Curtis J. Badger is a Delmarva native who majored in English at Salisbury University and, with the exception of four years traveling as a U.S. Air Force photojournalist, has enjoyed a career photographing and writing 
about his native coast. His books include “Salt Tide: Cycles and Currents of Life Along the Coast,” “Bellevue Farm: Exploring Virginia’s Coastal Countryside,” and many others. He lives in Accomack County.

Okay, all you fans of Eastern 
Shore history. Time to start rear-
ranging that bookshelf. Tell Mr. 
Whitelaw to make some room. Tell 

Mrs. Turman 
that company is 
coming.

Many of us 
have known 
for some time 
that Brooks 
Miles Barnes 
was working on 
a book, and in 
early Novem-
ber it made its 
debut. 

“Steam and 
Steel — The 

Eastern Shore of Virginia 1870-
1884,” was published by Salt Wa-
ter Media, of Berlin, Md., and is 
now available online and in local 
book stores. 

“Steam and Steel” begins with 
the upheaval wrought by the Civil 
War, and it traces the profound so-
cial and economic alterations that 
came about on the Eastern Shore as 
the steamboat era blended into the 
dawning of the railroad era.

“Steam and Steel” is an import-
ant book. It fills a niche that previ-
ously had not been addressed. 

Susie May Ames published 
“Studies of the Virginia Eastern 
Shore in the Seventeenth Centu-
ry” in 1940, and it remains to-
day an important source for those 
interested in the early days of 

settlement. 
Ralph T. Whitelaw’s famous 

two-volume set, “Virginia’s East-
ern Shore,” came out in 1951 and 
is still the go-to source for anyone 
seeking information on land trans-
fers, historic homes, notable peo-
ple, and other matters of Eastern 
Shoreiana. 

Nora Miller Turman’s “The East-
ern Shore of Virginia 1603-1964” 
compresses 350 years of history 
into 300 pages, and what it lacks in 
depth it makes up for in breadth. 
So if you want to know the high-
lights of what was happening in 
public schools in 1930, that would 
be the place to look.

But what we had been lacking 
was a comprehensive examination 
of perhaps the most transformative 
period the Eastern Shore has ever 
seen. 

This period began when the Civ-
il War ended and we experienced 
something akin to hitting the re-
start button. 

The war ended in 1865, and the 
steamship era began soon after. 

The railroad era began in 1884 
and merged into the steam era to 
create an extended period of pop-
ulation growth, a booming econo-
my, opportunities for travel, and a 
transformation from isolationism 
to a broader worldview.

Brooks Miles Barnes is the 
perfect person to lead us on this 
journey. 

His roots run deep on the Eastern 

Curtis Badger
New book fills a niche 
in Shore history
that had previously 
gone unaddressed

COURTESY PHOTO
“Steam and Steel — The Eastern Shore of Virginia 1870-1884,” by Brooks 
Miles Barnes, is now available online and in local book stores. 

Barnes’ ‘Steam and Steel’ 
manifests ‘passion for place’
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Shore, touching both counties. He 
attended local schools and then the 
University of Virginia, where he 
earned a Ph.D. in history. 

For many years he served as li-
brarian in charge of the local histo-
ry collection of the Eastern Shore 
Public Library. 

Miles worked with the Univer-
sity of Virginia to create “The 

Countryside Transformed,” a vast 
digital database that covers the 
railroad era from roughly 1870 to 
1935.

Miles is one of those rare histo-
rians who also is an excellent, en-
gaging writer. 

Miles is a scholar, but he dis-
guises it well. When a good re-
searcher is also a good writer and 
he happens to be writing about his 
home, something special happens. 

I call it a passion for place.

‘Steam and Steel’
(Continued from page 16)
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Eastern Shore Community Col-
lege announces that its new soccer 
club, ESCC Football Club, is making 
significant strides toward becoming 
a full-fledged collegiate soccer pro-
gram after a successful fall run in an 
adult league in Westover, Md.

Launched in spring 2024 when ES-
CC-FC began recruiting students, the 
club team has evolved into a compet-
itive outlet for students to continue 
their soccer careers. 

The team competed in the Som-
erset County Parks and Rec Adult 
League, facing off against other com-
munity college clubs and similarly 

skilled teams. 
The team made it all the way to the 

playoffs in November but was elimi-
nated in the first round.

The team’s home field is Ran-
dy Custis Memorial Park, in part-
nership with Shore Soccer League, 
where new lighting installation is 
underway to support evening match-
es and future tournaments. 

As ESCC approaches the 2026 
spring semester, opportunities will 
continue for more students to par-
ticipate, with practices and competi-
tions being planned.

Leading the program is Coach 

Chase Baxa, a Northampton High 
School teacher and champion-
ship-winning coach. 

Baxa played at Geneva College and led 
Northampton High School boys soccer 
team to state titles in 2023 and 2025. 

He was named Virginia Coach of 
the Year for Class 1 in 2023, 2024, 
and 2025, and currently serves as 
academy director at Rush Academy 
Peninsula, formerly Shore FC.

“I believe in a few short years ESCC-FC 
will be able to compete with other com-
munity college programs in the National 
Junior College Athletic Association (NJ-
CAA),” said Baxa. 

“The talent and passion for soc-
cer on the Eastern Shore is incredi-
ble, and I’m honored to help show-
case it as well as provide pathways 
for our athletes to pursue higher ed-
ucation and job training in our Shore 
community.”

ESCC-FC represents a growing 
commitment to student recruitment 
and engagement at Eastern Shore 
Community College, and the future 
looks bright for this dynamic new 
program. 

For more information please con-
tact Coach Baxa at cbaxa@es.vccs.
edu.

Sports

ESCC soccer team is recruiting students
COURTESY PHOTO

The ESCC-FC, at left, and at right, from left, ESCC President Daryl Minus, Coach Chase Baxa, and former ESCC President Jim Shaeffer.



100 years ago
December 1925

Chamber of Commerce to adopt plan
The second meeting of the citizens of 

Northampton and Accomack counties for the 
purpose of organizing a chamber of commerce 
on the Eastern Shore of Virginia will be held in 
the courthouse at Eastville on Tuesday at 10:30 
a.m., when definite plans of operation will be 
worked out. 

The first meeting, held under the auspices of 
the Eastern Shore of Virginia Bankers’ Asso-
ciation in Onley on Dec. 3, passed resolutions 
calling for the meeting of 60 citizens of the 
Shore, 30 from each county, for the purpose of 
drafting organization plans for the chamber of 
commerce.

More enthusiasm has been shown among men 
of all walks of life over this organization than 
any movement undertaken on the Shore during 
the last decade, as it is generally recognized 
that a chamber of commerce is the only means 
whereby the Shore can be boosted and adver-
tised.

— Ledger-Star

Bit dynamite in candy
William Mason, of Cape Charles, was brought 

to the Dixie Hospital at Hampton Saturday with 
half his face blown off by a dynamite cap that 
had been embedded in a stick of candy he had 
attempted to bite down upon.

After getting his Christmas candy and other 
gifts, Mason went to his home, went to bed, and 
then decided to partake of the stick of candy on 
Christmas Eve.

Picking up what innocently enough looked 
like candy, Mason said he bit down upon it. 
He heard a sharp explosion and became uncon-
scious.

When members of his family rushed to the 
room, they found Mason in his bed, which had 
been spattered with blood by the accident.

— The News and Advance

Bandits take man’s clothes
An armed posse of Chincoteague Islanders, 

headed by Chief of Police George Clear, today 
are searching for three masked highwaymen, 

who last night held up and attempted to rob 
Jesse Campbell, a furniture salesman for the 
T.J. Truitt, Inc., Salisbury, Md., on the Chin-
coteague bridge three miles from the town.

Campbell was ordered to discard his clothing 
following an unsuccessful search for money, and 
clad only in his underwear, he was commanded 
by the bandits to walk on to Chincoteague.

Exhausted and suffering from exposure to a 
driving rain, Campbell reached Chincoteague 
and the bridge an hour later.

The highwaymen, whom Campbell asserts 
were masked, stepped out into the road with 
a flashlight and motioned him to stop. He 
stepped on the accelerator, he said, but the 
motor stalled. Suspecting robbery, he slid his 
money, between $200 and $300, beneath the 
seat of his car. The highwaymen secured less 
than $4. The money and car were found at the 
scene of the holdup.

— The Baltimore Sun

75 years ago
December 1950

Jet pilot who bailed out found
Lt. Cmdr. R.E. Warner, U.S. Navy, who bailed 

out of his jet fighter plane near Crisfield, Md., 
Thursday night, was found this morning on the 
beach near Crisfield, uninjured, the Navy an-
nounced.

A search for the pilot, who is attached to the 
Bureau of Aeronautics in Washington, began 
immediately after another pilot reported seeing 
Warner jump from his jet craft. 

The Navy and the U.S. Coast Guard had 15 
planes in the search, nine of them from Nor-
folk; two blimps from the Weeksville, N.C., Air 
Station; four crash boats; three helicopters; and 
three Coast Guard cutters.

The downed pilot was found about 8 a.m. to-
day when he was sighted by a patrol plane from 
Patrol Squadron 661, Norfolk Naval Air Station, 
piloted by Lt. F.W. Forman, U.S. Navy. A Nor-
folk Air Station helicopter picked him up and 
took him to the dispensary at the Chincoteague 
Auxiliary Air Station, where it was found he was 
in good shape.

The search had continued throughout the 
night and was greatly intensified early this 
morning.

— The Bee

Mackerel flood Eastern Shore
Mackerel by the thousands have invaded the coast of 

the Eastern Shore.
Fishermen say all they have to do is drop their nets 

and immediately haul them in loaded. Reports of lavish 
catches have come in from the three main fishing centers 
on the seaside — Willis Wharf, Wachapreague, and 
Chincoteague.

One Wachapreague firm has handled 219,000 
pounds of mackerel in less than a week. From Chin-
coteague, out fishing off Wachapreague, a man named 
Fish could not bring in all the contents of his nets. 
After loading 13,500 pounds in his own boat, he called 
on two other boats to bring in the remaining 8,500 
pounds.

A Chincoteague firm handled more than 140,000 
pounds of mackerel in one day.

—The Virginian-Pilot

50 years ago
December 1975

Chincoteague probes
mosquito control plan

A meeting to decide when and how to reor-
ganize the mosquito control program on Chin-
coteague Island was held Monday night by the 
mayor and town council.

The island has been without mosquito control 
for the last five years. Prior to 1970, Chincoteague 
had its own Mosquito Control Administration to 
which Wallops Island paid $14,000 a year for mos-
quito spraying on the mainland facility. The NASA 
contract was canceled, and the mosquito program 
discontinued because of lack of funds.

According to Mayor Wheatley Watson, “Chin-
coteague must take action at the present time” 
on the ever-present mosquito problem for the 
health of the island natives and visitors. He 
said he feels the citizens have become educated 
to the dangers of the mosquito and prefer to 
control the insect population now, rather than 
be faced with a serious epidemic at some future 
time.

The meeting to reorganize the control program 
was spurred by a recent disclosure that a case of 
serious illness in an island young person had been 
diagnosed as encephalitis. Species of the disease 
carriers are known to be among the 11 species of 
mosquitoes found in the area. Encephalitis can be 
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Yesteryears
100 years ago

December 1923

Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

(Continued on page 21)
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Yesteryears
100 years ago
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Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

fatal to elderly persons.
As the mayor, council members, and guests 

discussed the island insect menace, “a big 
mosquito obligingly came to our December 
meeting,” said Mayor Watson. The bug buzzed 
around the town official’s head, but the mayor 
was saved when the vice-mayor quickly swatted 
the invader. 

In an effort to control but not eradicate the 
insect, the mayor and council will begin a study 
of program cost, which will be done by R.E. 
Dorer, insect and rodent control officer for 
Virginia. Time is of the essence in the control 
program, which must begin with ditch drain-
age on the island. This undertaking would be a 
winter project. Dorer will present his cost study 
results to the council at its Jan. 1 meeting.

— The Daily Times

Conservancy bought isles 
by outsmarting sellers

The Nature Conservancy has used trickery 
and hard bargaining tactics in an effort to pre-
serve a chain of islands off Virginia’s Eastern 
Shore in their natural state.

The Washington Post said Thursday that a recent 
donation of one of the barrier islands off Virginia’s 
coast to the conservancy was made by a firm that 
was secretly owned by the conservation group.

Offshore Islands, Inc., which donated the 2,000-
acre Metompkin Island to the conservation group, 
appeared to be a land speculation firm. But the Post 
said it was secretly owned and controlled by the con-
servancy for the three years of its existence.

“We created it just as a front so they (the 
Conservancy) could proceed with buying the 
islands,” said M. Lee Payne, a Norfolk bank-
er whom the conservancy said conceived the 
idea for the company. “Some of those islands 
wouldn’t have been sold if the owners had known 
they were going to the Nature Conservancy.”

Metompkin is the 13th island of the chain 
of 19 acquired by the conservancy in the last 
six years. It gives the organization nearly total 
control of 60 miles of Virginia coastline, creat-
ing one of the nation’s best preserves of primi-
tive marsh and dune islands.

Four of the remaining six islands are owned 
by the state and federal governments, and three 

of them are refuges or parkland. The other two 
remain substantially in private hands.

The conservancy has challenged plans for 
developing the island chain by mobilizing other 
environmental groups, who prepared studies 
showing ecological damage that would occur if 
the plans were carried out.

The conservancy has been successful not only 
in buying the islands, but also in keeping the 
price tag down.

“We’ve bought the entire 33,000 acres at an 
average cost of under $200 an acre,” said Pat-
rick F. Noonan, director of the Arlington-based 
conservation group and a land appraiser. “This 
is land that might have sold for $1,000 to 
$4,000 an acre.” Noonan said the conservancy 
was able to acquire three islands of the chain 
for $1.25 million and that “set a low standard 
of value we could point to in later negotiations 
with other owners, and we were on our way.”

— Martinsville Bulletin

Arson suspected in at least one fire
Arson is suspected in at least one of the spate 

of fires that have plagued Accomack County in 
the last few weeks. 

According to the county fire marshal, Donald 
R. Matthews, the dwelling fire in Horntown on 
Dec. 10 could be the work of an arsonist.

The fire, which caused serious damage to the 
three-story frame house there, is believed to 
have been set. It has been determined that at 
least twice fires were set up to burn the first 
floor. Incendiary papers and pieces of furniture 
were found, as well as an explosive of the Molo-
tov cocktail type, he said.

Three fire companies responded to the call. 
New Church, Atlantic, and Greenbackville vol-
unteer companies brought the blaze into con-
trol, confining smoke and water damage. The 
flames were controlled in the two downstairs 
rooms. The dwelling, which belongs to Thomas 
Webb, of Chincoteague, was unoccupied.

— The Daily Times

Barge carrying crane capsizes
A 70-ton crane is lying under almost 40 feet 

of water in the Chesapeake Bay.
The $150,000 crane was to be used in efforts 

to halt massive erosion around Tangier Island’s 
airport.

A spokesman for the W.F. Magann Corp., 

which owns the crane, said the barge carrying 
the crane capsized and sank about 20 miles 
south of the island early Saturday.

Magann speculated that the bow of the barge, 
which was being leased from a construction 
company now involved in construction of the 
Washington, D.C., subway system, abruptly 
took on water despite calm seas and lack of 
wind. “The barge must have flipped over,” he 
said.

Divers will soon begin salvage operations, 
said Magann. “We love our cranes very much,” 
he said. “They’re kind of like people to us. 
We’ve got to save it if we can.”

Magann said, “We can tell where the crane 
is by the oil slick.” The barge itself later 
broke free from the sunken crane and floated 
upside down 40 miles to the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge-Tunnel before it was captured, he said.

Magann said insurance will cover the 
$100,000 dollars or so it will cost to raise the 
crane.

The crane was to have been used in unloading 
tons of rock along the western shore of the is-
land. The island’s landing strip has been nearly 
breached by erosion from the bay, and the rock 
would have protected the strip.

State officials said the island’s western shore 
has been eroding at the rate of about 25 feet a 
year. About 800 fishermen and their families 
live on the shore.

Magann said a replacement crane has been 
dispatched to the island, and about 600 tons of 
rock will be dumped alongside the runway each 
day over the next month.

— The Daily Advance

25 years ago
December 2000

Offshore drill: building more reefs
Say the words “artificial reef” and the 

non-angler may doze off and start snoring. 
Too bad. The building of artificial reefs is 

proving to be a successful method that scien-
tists use to help fish numbers recover in the 
Chesapeake Bay and in the Atlantic Ocean off 
the Virginia coast. Other coastal states, par-
ticularly Florida, which has established a niche 
tourism industry around artificial reef fishing, 
also are scrambling to build as many reefs, or 
sanctuaries, for marine life as time and money 

Yesteryears
(Continued from page 20)

(Continued on page 22)
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Yesteryears
100 years ago

December 1923

Holt awards Cape Charles part of claim
Annexation proceedings brought by the town 

of Cape Charles in an effort to annex 471 acres of 
land by extending the corporate limits, have result-
ed in 171 acres being added. Judge H. W. Holt of 
Staunton, who was designated by Governor Trinkle 
to try the case, handed down his decision late yes-
terday in the circuit court of Northampton county. 
Three days were required for the hearing.

The new territory granted the town includes 
two city blocks to the north of the corporate limits 
and six city blocks to the east of the town, which is 
excellent farm land, belonging to the Scott estate, 
representing 117 acres. This territory was sought 
for building lots to take care of the immediate ex-
pansion of the town to relieve the housing problem 
of Cape Charles.

Fifty-four acres of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
Company’s property was also granted the town. 
This section is to the southwest of the corporate 
limits which includes the ferry docks, superin-
tendents’ office buildings and the passenger and 
freight transfer depots. The territory annexed will 
add approximately $6,000 to the town’s revenues 
each year.

The suit was vigorously fought by Cape Villa dis-
trict, which previously received tax levies from the 
territory.

In the town’s suit 471 acres were sought to be 
annexed. Judge Holt granted the town 171 acres, 
which he pointed out was sufficient to take care for 
a reasonable length of time of the town’s growth.

The town of Cape Charles was represented by 
Topping and Topping, of Cape Charles, and J. 
Brooks Mapp of Keller, while the defense was rep-
resented by Judge Willcox of Norfolk, Mears and 
Mears of Eastville, John E. Nottingham of Frank-
town, and Thos. H. Nottingham of Eastville.

— Ledger-Star

Cape Charles will have
community Christmas tree

In the interest of civic advancement and to in-
crease the get-together spirit throughout the coun-
ty, plans have been formulated and the various com-
mittees appointed on arrangement work to have a 
community Christmas tree in Cape Charles, where-
by all children under twelve years of age from the 

whole county may see Santa Claus, view the largest 
Christmas tree ever seen on the shore, and receive a 
gift.

Dr. C. B. Trower has donated a 25-foot cedar tree 
which is to be permanently planted on a vacant lot 
facing the business section of the town which will 
be lighted with 1,000 electric lights of various col-
ors, with the Cape Charles band furnishing music 
while Santa Claus appears and delivers gifts to the 
hundreds of children who are expected to be here 
for the occasion.

— Ledger-Star

Boy puts match to gasoline pool,
menacing Onancock

What might have resulted in the loss of many 
lives and the wiping out of the business section of 
Onancock by a disastrous fire, was prevented by the 
promptness of a number of citizens when a mischie-
vous boy set fire to a quantity of gasoline in front of 
the Onancock Hotel.

It was while the Standard Oil tank wagon was 
filling one of the underground tanks that the 
boy pulled the hose out of the pipe leading to the 
ground tank and allowed several gallons of gasoline 
to flow on the ground. Then, putting the hose back 
where it belonged, he set fire to the pool of gasoline, 
which shot up a sheet of flame only a few feet from 
where the steady stream of gas was flowing from the 
wagon to the underground tank.

There was a frantic dash made by a number of 
men and boys standing near-by, who threw sand, 
ashes and dirt on the blaze, while others cut off the 
flow from the wagon and screwed on the cap to the 
pip leading to the underground tank.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Farm Bureau to hear reports
and select officers for the year

The Accomac County Farm Bureau will on Fri-
day, December 28, hold its annual meeting and elec-
tion of officers for the coming year at Accomac. A 
full day’s program has been arranged, starting at 
10:30 o’clock in the morning. B. D. Kellam, the sec-
retary, will read a report of the bureau’s activities 
for the past year after which the election of offi-
cers will take place. At the afternoon session sev-
eral prominent speakers will address the members, 
among them will be State Secretary Frank Nelson, 
of Roanoke; C. G. Crockett, of Norge, and County 
Agent Quisenberry.

The fertilizer contract for the coming year has 
been let with a Norfolk company. Accomac County 
and other bureaus in the pool, it is said, will total 
around 6,000 tons. The value of this fertilizer was 
proven last summer at the experiment station at 
Onley, Va., where they showed an average increased 
production of 17 per cent over seven other brands 
they used. This was a difference of nine and one-
half barrels of potatoes per acre.

The farm bureaus of the two Virginia Eastern 
Shore counties are proving their worth and through 
their co-operative marketing plan put in force last 
year, thousands of dollars in revenue was added to 
the growers’ returns.

— The Roanoke Times

Health unit for Northampton County
With an appropriation of $6,000 by the county, 

State, school board, nursing association and the 
town of Cape Charles, Northampton county will, 
January 1, 1924, have a complete health unit, ac-
cording to the decision reached last week of the 
board of supervisors at Eastville.

At the meeting there was a large number of pub-
lic spirited citizens representing all parts of the 
county in attendance with Dr. Kane and L. L. Wil-
liams, of the State health department, all of whom 
expressed themselves as favoring the proposition.

— The Roanoke Times

Aged Onancock physician dies
After a short illness, Dr. Edgar Waples Robert-

son, aged 78 years, one of the two oldest practi-
tioners in Accomac County, died at his home here 
Tuesday, December 11. He had practiced medicine 
for nearly sixty years.

Dr. Robertson was born at Kingston, Md., in 
1845, but was brought to Onancock, which was 
the home of his mother’s people, when he was 18 
months old, on the death of his father. He graduat-
ed from Margaret Academy, and it is said he never 
missed a school day, covering the round trip of ten 
miles to school either on horse back or on foot. He 
received his degree at the University of Maryland in 
1866 and was placed in jail twice by the Federal au-
thorities during the Civil War for refusing to state 
he would not aid the Confederacy.

His funeral, which was attended by representa-
tives of several generations from all parts of the 
Shore, was held Thursday at the Onancock Baptist 
Church, and interment was in Onancock Cemetery. 

(Continued on page 27)

allow.
Clean, man-made material that’s dumped to 

specifications on the bay or ocean bottom at-
tracts everything from microscopic marine life 
to clams to small bait fish looking for a place to 
hide. This veritable dinner table attracts larger 
predator fish, which in turn, pulls in anglers 
like a magnet.

These saltwater reefs aren’t your little tire-
and-Christmas-tree “fish attractors” built in 
freshwater lakes around Virginia. The saltwa-
ter reefs range in size from 72 acres (Hampton 
Roads) to 5,808 acres (off Wachapreague).

The year 2000 has been a good one, says Mike 
Meier, director of VMRC’s artificial program. 
“This has been one of the most productive years 
for artificial reef building in the history of the 
VMRC,” he explained. “The activity has some-
times been frantic.”

Two new reefs are being constructed, addi-
tional material has been added to two others, 
and two future reefs are in the planning stages.

Recreational fishing groups started building 
reefs on their own in the 1950s. The state took 
over in 1971. But in the past few years, efforts 
have picked up speed because of an influx of 
money from saltwater fishing licenses.

The state’s newest reefs — at the Cabbage 
Patch off Cape Charles and another northwest 
of Nassawadox Creek, both of the Eastern Shore 
— are being built with concrete “T” beams laid 
in quads on the bay bottom. 

“Next year promises to be even busier than 
the year 2000,” says Meier.

— Richmond Times-Dispatch

Shore produces gourmet
treat sweet potatoes

Growing up, John Hickman loved Thanksgiv-
ing dinner with green sweet potatoes smothered 
in grandmother’s turkey gravy.

The potatoes hadn’t gone bad. They were 
Haymans, which turn pale green when cooked 
and are a holiday tradition on the Eastern 
Shore.

Haymans have been grown almost exclusive-
ly on the peninsula between the Chesapeake 
Bay and the Atlantic Ocean, mostly for local 
consumption because cultivating them is labor 

intensive.
Hickman, his lone employee, and a group of 

Eastern Shore farmers are working to put the 
gourmet vegetable on dinner tables elsewhere.

“My hope for it is that the Hayman potato be-
comes the Vidalia onion of the Eastern Shore,” 
said Hickman, general manager of Eastern 
Shore Enterprises in Melfa, halfway up the 
Shore.

The company sells Haymans under the brand 
name Eastern Shore Select to 280-plus grocery 
stores along the East Coast, from North Caro-
lina to Massachusetts. Potatoes too small to be 
marketable are sliced into potato chips, avail-
able in 70 gourmet stores in Virginia and Mary-
land and pockets in the Midwest, and online or 
by mail order.

Fresh Fields Markets were among Hickman’s 
original customers for the potatoes four years 
ago. At first the potatoes were a hard sell, but 
the natural food stores enticed customers with 
free samples, said Craig Bishop, Fresh Fields’ 
produce coordinator.

Now, the 20 Fresh Fields stores in Virginia, 
Maryland, the District of Columbia, New Jer-
sey, and Pennsylvania can barely keep Haymans 
in stock.

“When we don’t have them, people get rath-
er violent,” Bishop said, lamenting that fresh 
Haymans are only available a couple months a 
year, starting right before Thanksgiving.

Haymans fit in the palm of your hand. Their 
skin is similar to that of a white potato, and the 
raw flesh is a creamy white. When cooked, they 
have a slightly nutty flavor.

Hickman estimated 90 percent of Haymans 
are grown on the Shore, where they thrive in 
the loamy soil and warm climate. Some are 
grown in eastern North Carolina and in back-
yard gardens elsewhere. The total crop is less 
than 1% of the 25 million bushels of sweet pota-
toes harvested annually, according to Eastern 
Shore Enterprises.

Legend has it that a seafaring captain with the 
surname Hayman brought the potato from the Ca-
ribbean to the Eastern Shore in the 19th century.

Hayman sprouts are planted in May and 
June. Farmers harvest the potatoes in late fall, 
digging by hand because the vegetables bruise 
easily. The yield is about half that of orange 
sweet potatoes. 

Before they’re ready to eat, Haymans must 
be stored at about 80 degrees for three weeks to 
cure, converting their starch into sugar.

With all that work, Haymans retail for be-
tween $1 and $1.50 a pound, compared with 79 

cents to 99 cents a pound for the orange flesh 
variety.

The company contracts with farmers to grow 
and harvest the potatoes and hires truck drivers 
to deliver the crop to stores.

The private company’s main investor is the 
Nature Conservancy, an environmental group 
that owns and protects most of the Shore’s 
barrier islands. The group wanted to help keep 
agriculture profitable for farmers and prevent 
overdevelopment. The company wanted to find 
a crop unique to the Eastern Shore and hit upon 
the Haymans.

Hickman declined to disclose sales figures or 
exact acres being harvested but said business is 
growing. This year, Hickman contracted with 
10 farmers who each grew from 2 to 20 acres of 
Haymans.

— The Baltimore Sun

Feathers ruffled in Chincoteague
Feathers are being ruffled in Chincoteague 

over tame ducks that wander around town, 
stinking up and damaging property and causing 
fender-benders.

Complaints by residents have forced officials 
on the resort island of 3,500 near the Virgin-
ia-Maryland border to try and find a solution.

But one idea mentioned to the Town Council 
— rounding up and killing the 200 or so birds 
— has some duck lovers crying foul.

That would ruin the down-home feeling of the 
town that is “kind of like a Norman Rockwell 
painting,” said resident Judy Kurtz, who enjoys 
feeding the ducks.

Town Manager Jim West said the council is not 
even close to deciding the ducks’ fate. A represen-
tative from the U.S. Department of Agriculture, 
which would handle such a roundup, can’t come to 
talk to the council until at least next month.

The ducks belong to third- or fourth-genera-
tion flocks that have come to rely on food hand-
outs from residents and vacationers.

“They’re not wildlife. They’re yard ducks. 
Some complainers have called them rats with 
wings,” said West.

Wildlife biologist Stephanie Boyles, of People 
for the Ethical Treatment of Animals, said a 
more humane solution would be to designate a 
public feeding area for the ducks, away from 
roads. That would eliminate the problem of 
ducks tramping all over lawns, she said.

— The Baltimore Sun

Yesteryears
(Continued from page 21)
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BY CURTIS BADGER
Shore First

Christmas memories are all about the senses. Long 
after the gifts have been opened, after the tree comes 
down and the ornaments stored away, what lingers in 
memory are the scents and flavors of the holiday. The 
Christmas scent for me has 
always been cedar, pungent 
and sweet all at once, filling 
the house from the time we go 
to the woods and cut the tree, 
until the day comes when we 
drag it brittle and dry out to 
the yard.

The flavor of Christmas is 
that of salted fish, filets of 
croaker or spot, tucked away 
in folds of salt in the old stone 
crock. They were caught back 
in late September, scaled and 
rinsed and layered in salt, then 
covered with a tea towel and 
an old dinner plate. We take 
them out the evening before 
we cook them, soak them in 
water to remove the salt, and 
in the morning boil them gen-
tly and serve them with a dot 
of sweet butter.

This is a tradition of the 
coast, where salt has long been the staff of life. Salt 
saved the lives of those who came before us, settlers 
who set off in ships to discover a new world. Were it 
not for salt, and the fish of the sea, they would not have 
survived, and our world today would not be as we know 
it. Salt was the original refrigeration. It is how we pre-
served food, how we avoided starvation and survived.

The first barrier island settled by English explor-
ers was chosen because of its potential for salt making 
and its proximity to fish and wild game. Captain Sam-
uel Argall explored Smith Island and reported to the 
acting governor of Virginia, Sir Thomas Dale, that 
this low-lying barrier beach could be used to distill 
salt from sea water. 

Argall’s famous boast of “a great store of fish” 
meant little unless this great store could be preserved 
in brine for a reasonable length of time to sustain the 
colony. So, a camp was established on Smith Island, 
sea water was heated and evaporated in great vats, 
and the salty residue was ground and processed and 
used to preserve fish and other meats.

Years later, on nearby 
Mockhorn Island, an inner 
island with little high land, 
evaporation ponds were built 
to extract salt from seawa-
ter in what might have been 
America’s first solar-powered 
industry. According to Ralph 
T. Whitelaw’s “Virginia’s 
Eastern Shore,” John Cus-
tis, the great-grandfather of 
Martha Custis Washington, 
entered into a contract with 
Peter Reverdly on April 4, 
1668, to make salt on the is-
land, which was owned by Cus-
tis. Reverdly was apparently 
an expert at the salt-making 
process, and a lengthy con-
tract gave him instructions to 
build 312 clay-lined evapora-
tion ponds for extracting salt 
from seawater.

Whitelaw doesn’t report on 
the fate of this business venture, but the lengthy con-
tract, the involvement of a salt-making professional, 
and the very scope of the project are evidence of how 
precious salt was in the lives of the people who settled 
along the coast.

Salt was so important to the lives of the early set-
tlers that prices were regulated by officials of the 
colony, and saltmakers found guilty of price gouging 
could be fined or imprisoned.

Christmas might seem to be an odd time to be 
thinking of salt, but for people on the Eastern Shore, 
salt and fish are a fitting flavor combination of the 
season. They gave us life, and that is something to cel-
ebrate during this special season.

Christmas — and 
the salt of the earth

Life around here
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30007 KILMON LN 
HACKSNECK

MLS 54177  $1,500/mo.
WATERFRONT 3 bedroom 1 bath one car garage, 
Beautiful waterfront home with great sunroom that 

overlooks the dock. Approx three minutes by boat to 
the Chesapeake Bay! Bring crab pots...have a crab 

feast everyday! Hacksneck boat ramp within walking 
distance. Boat ramp on property can be used for 
kayaks and canoes only. Large storage shed. No 

pets, no smoking. Available immediately.

28404 Woodland Ave. Suite B, Melfa, Virginia 23410
Call to Sell or Purchase property: 757-787-2618

Visit us: www.ppofva.com

RENTAL
LOT 5 KILLMON LANE

HACKSNECK
MLS 65193  $57,500

Waterfront: 1.24 acre lot ready for your home. 
Well and septic letter on file for 4 bedroom home. 

Driveway permit is in process. Survey done. Ready to 
build. The Chesapeake Bay is just around the corner, 
and Hacksneck Public Boat Ramp is within walking 

distance. Tax assessed value is $104,600, health 
department, survey and driveway permit ready; 

making this price a STEAL. MUST SEE.

RESIDENTIAL LOT

For questions regarding any of these properties, contact:

Christine Flye, Associate Broker

757-286-3569  •  christineflye@gmail.com

FEATURED LISTING

Lot A COUNTRY CLUB RD 
MELFA

MLS 59929  $157,500
Have your own private 21acre estate and walk to 

the Country Club for dining, golf, swimming, tennis, 
so much more! NO HOA. Close to Onancock, and 

Hospital. Come take a look. Plat available. Call today.

RESIDENTIAL LOT

3107 OLD CAPE CHARLES RD  •  CAPE CHARLES, VA
MLS 65566  $389,900

1.95 acre 3 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 car attached garage. Primary bedroom/bath on one side, two 
others with bath on the other side. Can be sold semi furnished. Can be ready for vacation rental market 

quickly. Right outside of town. No town taxes, NO HOA. Plenty of land for pool, boat/rv storage. 
Sit on the porch and watch the ponies play. Owner financing may be possible.

We thank all our clients for their business and 
wish you all a safe and enjoyable holiday season!
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