Cane Charies poised to give
land for affordable housing
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LET THERE BE LIGHT

THE VOICE OF ACCOMACK AND NORTHAMPTON COUNTIES ON VIRGINIA'S EASTERN SHORE FREE OF CHARGE

EASTERN SHORE POST/JIM RITCH
Thomas James III, a volunteer at the Randy Custis Memorial Park in Nassawadox, guides the shaft of a new light pole onto its
footer. It will be the first soccer field with lights on the Eastern Shore that is not located on the grounds of a high school. See
more details on page 34.
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Report cannot determine
NASA water health risks

BY TED SHOCKLEY

Eastern Shore Post

The NASA Wallops Flight Facility
recently installed a 200-foot perme-
able barrier on its grounds to remove
“forever chemicals” from groundwa-
ter and from surface water flowing in-
to waterways, the latest initiative to
mitigate their impact.

Officials at a May 13 public infor-
mation session held at the NASA Vis-
itor Center detailed new steps being
taken to remove the chemicals, called
per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances,
or PFAS, from groundwater and sur-
face water.

The session came after a recently re-
leased federal report that states it is
unknown whether there are “ongoing
health risks” from the PFAS in Wallops
groundwater to facility personnel and
residents of the town of Chincoteague,
whose municipal wells are located on
the NASA base.

“We can’t tell conclusively if there
is the potential of health effects,” said
Brad Goodwin, of the Agency for Tox-
ic Substances and Disease Registry,
which produced the report.

PFAS were discovered in facili-
ty and town drinking water in April

(Continued on page 31)
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WeiChert, Mason-Davis

REALTORYS

Independently Owned & Operated
Licensed in VA

47 Market Street | Onancock, VA | 757-787-1010 | mason-davis.com

NEW LISTING!

NEW LISTING!

Waterfront on Parker’s Creek
24448 Finney DR Onancock, VA

Spacious 5 BR/ 3 BA home offers over 3,000 +/-

SqFt. Include FM, Formal LR, DR.

Generous closets, Attic w/ stair access, fireplace.

Open porch, large private yard, two-car garage.
$599,000 MLS#71350
Linda Baylis Spence (757) 999-4503

25469 Parks Rd Parksley, VA
3 BR/ 2 BA home that sits on one acre bounded
on 3 sides by farmland. 3 zone heat, fireplace
w/ wood stove insert. Roof redone in 2018. One
detached car garage w/concrete floor, lights, RV
& welder outlets.

$260,000 MLS#71351
Maureen Mackay (757) 709-8590

NEW LISTING!

PRICE IMPROVEMENT!

3098 Navigator DR Greenbackville, VA
This spacious 3 BR/ 2.5 BA, +/- 2, 197 home
offers amenities including pools, restaurants,

playground, golf. Foyer, LR, DN, abundant
storage, open-concept, den w/fireplace,
spacious kitchen w/pantry, sunroom. Primary
suite upstairs, two-car garage.

$369,000 MLS#71370
Susan Beasley (757) 710-1284

29682 Burtons Shore Rd Locustville, VA
2 BR/ 1.5 B, near boat ramps, Hardwood floors,
built-in cabinetry, gas logs fireplace, Kitchen
combo area, mini-splits, Large front porch, Shed
w/electric, +/- : 1/5 Acres.

$199,000 MLS#71089
Tammy Mason (757) 710-2295

PRICE IMPROVEMENT!

PRICE IMPROVEMENT!

34120 Lankford Hwy Painter, VA
Charming Cape Cod with an open concept floor

plan. 3 BR/ 1.5 BA. Fireplace, Paved Driveway, 2

Car Detached Garage.

$210,000 MLS#67883
Tammy Mason (757) 710-2295

24148 Catherine St, Parksley, VA
3 BR/ 2 Full B/ 1 Half B, first-floor bedroom
2 bedrooms and a bonus room upstairs, One
fireplace, Deck, Open porch, Eat-in Kitchen,
Kitchen-Bar.

$365,000 MLS#65439
Linda Baylis Spence (757) 999-4503

mason-davis.com O]

NORTHAMPTON
Sheriff’s Office investigates
Mother’s Day stabbing in Cheriton

The Northampton County Sheriff’s
Office is investigating a daylight stab-
bing on Mother’s Day on Sunnyside
Road.

Sheriff David Doughty said his of-
fice responded to a report of a stabbing

on Sunday, May 10, at 3 p.m.
Sunnyside Road was closed for a
short time during the incident. No
names have been released.
People with information can call the
sheriff’s office at 757-678-0458.

COMMUNICATING WITH THE
EASTERN SHORE POST

I PRESS RELEASES AND SUBMITTED PHOTOS: Email them to editor@easternshorepost.com.

I ITEMS FOR THE EVENT CALENDAR: Email them to editor@easternshorepost.com.

I DISPLAY ADVERTISING: Call 757-789-7678 or email ads@easternshorepost.com.

I SPORTS RESULTS AND SPORTS PRESS RELEASES: Email them to editor@easternshorepost.com.
I CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING: Call 757-789-7678 or email ryan@easternshorepost.com.

I LEGAL NOTICE ADVERTISING: Call 757-789-7678 or email ryan@easternshorepost.com.

M OBITUARIES: Call 757-789-7678 or email ryan@easternshorepost.com.

I NEWSPAPER DISTRIBUTION: Call 757-789-7678 or email ads@easternshorepost.com.

Since 1940

Your local, family-owned-and-operated
dealer, servicing residential, commercial, and
agricultural accounts with propane gas delivery

NEWJCHURCHESNOAK{HALRYCHINCOTEAGUERRTEMBERANCEVILIE
CREEYEMLE o GYARNTSENE o RGISLUE] o (UEY o REES

Propane Delivery - Install and Service of:

GAS FIREPLACES - WATER HEATERS
HVAC - AUXILIARY SPACE HEATING

Local: 410-968-0252
Toll Free: 888-775-7427

mrohsgas.com
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Peter Bale of Sentinel Robotics Solutions

Honored at 20th Annual Chancellor’s Award
for Leadership in Philanthropy Luncheon

The Virginia Foundation for Community College Education (VFCCE)
recently hosted its 20th Annual Chancellor’s Award for Leadership in
Philanthropy Luncheon, bringing together over 200 guests to recognize
outstanding philanthropic contributions to Virginias Community
Colleges.

The event honored more than two dozen individuals, families, and
businesses from all 23 of Virginia’s Community Colleges, as well as the
VFCCE itself. Award recipients were nominated in recognition of their
exceptional commitment to the growth and development of Virginias
community colleges and their respective foundations.

In his welcoming remarks, Chancellor David Doré saluted and thanked
the donors for their unwavering commitment to students whose potential
might otherwise go unrealized. “The individuals and organizations we
honor in this room represent an extraordinary $27 million in lifetime
giving to Virginia’s community colleges,” he said.

2026 Chancellor’s Award for Leadership in Philanthropy Recipients
included Peter Bale of Sentinel Robotic Solutions (SRS) for Eastern Shore

Community College. As Founder of SRS, Peter Bale helped establish an
Uncrewed Aircraft Systems (UAS) education program at ESCC, and he

Peter Bale, Founder of Sentinel Robotic Solutions (3rd from L), was honored April 22 as
Eastern Shore Community College’s 2026 Leader in Philanthropy by Virginia Community
College System. L to R: Patty Kellam, Exec. Director of ESCC Foundation; Erika Bale,
CEO of Sentinel Robotics Solutions, Peter Bale; Dr. David Doré, Chancellor of Virginia
Community College System; Dr. Daryl Minus, President of ESCC; Ray Wood, Chair of
ESCC Advisory Board; Jeremy McLean, President of ESCC Foundation

secured a donation of $1.8 million in UAS equipment to help ESCC students explore
drone-related STEM careers.

Additionally, he created a partnership with ESCC for SRS to teach aerial drone flying
to clients of the Department of Rehabilitative Services that is now being expanded
statewide. Peter served on the ESCC Foundation Board from 2020-2025, and he has
been a generous donor and sponsor of events.

Dr. Daryl Minus, President of Eastern Shore Community College, added “Peter’s
unwavering commitment to ESCC’s mission has greatly enhanced our impact on the
communities we proudly serve. He is dedicated to ensuring that our students have the
support and equipment necessary to succeed, and he is a tremendous ally in ESCC’s
continuous effort to deliver high-quality, relevant academic and workforce programs.”

ESCC will partner with Bale and SRS, the Hampton Roads Executive Roundtable,
the Accomack-Northampton Planning District Commission, Luminary Air Group,
Accomack and Northampton Counties, and the Accomack County Airport in the
implementation of the recently awarded Go Virginia Grant of $788,700.

The grant will help establish a comprehensive unmanned aircraft systems (UAS)
workforce and business development program aligned with regional industry demand
and statewide aviation strategy. The program will expand credentialing opportunities,
develop new engineering and electronics curricula, and provide hands-on training
through real-world applications, building a scalable workforce pipeline for Virginia’s
growing aerospace and unmanned systems sector.

Eastern Shore Community College and ESCC Foundation applaud the unwavering
support of Peter Bale and congratulate him on this recent award.
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WHO WE ARE

From Machipongo to Manhattan for Pulitzer Prize

BY TED SHOCKLEY
Eastern Shore Post

Devlin Barrett was working on a
riding lawn mower on his farm near
Machipongo when he was summoned
to Manhattan by his employer, The
New York Times.

Barrett, who covers federal law
enforcement, was part of a group of
reporters that won the Pulitzer Prize
for investigative reporting — the in-
dustry’s most prestigious accolade
— and he needed to get back to the
office.

He previously had been part of
three other teams of reporters who
had won the Pulitzer Prize.

But he might be the first recipient
in the storied history of the esteemed
award who had just been elbow-deep
in a John Deere mower when he heard
he had won.

“The bendix gear needed a lot more

fussing with sil-
icon spray and a
screwdriver, but I
finally got it pop-
ping again,” said
Barrett about coax-
ing the mower back
to life.

Such is the life of
one of the country’s
foremost author-
ities on the U.S.
Justice Department
and the FBI — a man who spent sum-
mers on his grandparents’ Northamp-
ton County farm.

This summer, Simon & Schuster is
publishing Barrett’s book about Pres-
ident Trump’s influence on the FBI.
But that does not absolve him of his
duties on the farm, where he spends
as much time as he can.

“I’m always excited when I first
arrive back on the Eastern Shore and

Devlin
Barrett
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think about all the things there are
to do, and I’m always a little bummed
out when I have to leave again, know-
ing I didn’t get to everything I want-
ed,” he said.

A New York native, Barrett fondly
recalls spending time on the Machi-
pongo farm with his grandparents,
Dorothy Wise Gibb and E. Franklin
Gibb.

His grandfather, who served as a
U.S. Army colonel and died in 1989,
left quite an impression. Barrett
worked summers on the farm for his
grandfather while in high school.

“He and his pipe of Captain Black
tobacco would supervise me during
the day, and for fun we would listen to
the crop report while he tried to teach
me chess,” Barrett said.

“It was not a teenage boy’s idea of
a good time, but looking back now, it
means a great deal to me.”

His grandmother, the daughter
of Emma Finney Wise and Arthur
Tucker Wise, of Craddockville, died in
2004. His grandparents’ graves are at
Johnson’s United Methodist Church
Cemetery.

Today he owns the farm where he
spent his summers. Years ago, it was a
welcome respite while he worked as a
crime reporter in New York City.

“After I moved to Washington, it
was a place my wife, Miranda, and I
could bring our boys to spread out and
explore, get dirty, and (get) lost in the
woods,” he said.

His family enjoys the Eastern
Shore, from duck hunting with his
son to “crabbing with strangers at the
Cape Charles pier,” he said.

He also enjoys “two-finger waves
on the seaside and bayside roads” and
“showing off the Eastern Shore to
friends who visit from the city,” he
said.

“One of the reasons I love the East-
ern Shore so much is because it’s like
dental floss for the soul,” he said.

“It’s an escape not just from the
politics of (Washington) D.C. but
also from the shouting and beeping
screens. On the Shore, I get to do some
mediocre carpentry, watch my kids

run off with our dogs, and relax with
great people.”

During the COVID-19 pandemic,
Barrett and his family lived on the
farm full time — and enjoyed the
respite.

“My kids raised chickens in their
great-great-grandmother’s chicken
coop,” he said. “We also had goats
and ducks and go-karts and foster
dogs.”

Barrett’s most recent Pulitzer,
which was announced May 4, honored
the team for “deeply reported stories
that exposed how President Trump
has shattered constraints on conflicts
of interest and exploited the money-
making opportunities that come with
power, enriching his family and al-
lies,” according to the Pulitzer Prizes
website.

He emphasized that he has been a
member of groups that won the prize
— “they have really all been team ef-
forts,” he said.

He also said “reality-based report-
ing is more important than ever.”

“Internet junk can rot your brain
just like junk food can rot your teeth,
Barrett said. “I wish we all had more
willpower to make better consumption
choices. That doesn’t mean reporters,
or journalism, are perfect.

“But there’s an ocean ... of differ-
ence between the professionals try-
ing to find out the truth and explain
it, and the industrial-strength non-
sense floating around online that is
designed to make a quick buck by
spreading anger and fear.”

As the weather warms, Barrett
will be spending plenty of time on
his Eastern Shore farm, where work
awaits.

The John Deere mower needs more
service: “replace the filters, sharpen
the blades, and find and plug a slow
leak in the back tire,” he said.

Fortunately, he already had cut the
trail around the fields where the fam-
ily walks their dogs. And fortunately,
his wife likes to help.

“One of the many wonderful things
about my wife is that she is happy to
do some of the mowing,” he said.



COLDWELL BANKER | HARBOUR @

OPEN HOUSE OPEN HOUSE OPEN HOUSE
Saturday, May 16* 10AM - 12 PM Saturday, May 16" 1 - 3 pm Sunday, May 17* 11Am - 3 Pm

$737,000 $599,000 $480,000
141 Market St., Onancock VA 20363 Canvasback Ln., Onancock VA 5086 Peaceful Pond Dr., Exmore VA
Hosted by Sherry Williamson Hosted by Sherry Williamson Hosted by Megan Casher
703-727-7067 703-727-7067 757-710-3721
sherrywill365@gmail.com sherrywill365@gmail.com mcasher2015@outlook.com

OPEN HOUSE OPEN HOUSE
Sunday, May 17* 2 - 4 pm Sunday, May 17t 2 - 4 pm

$249,000 $245,000 $465,000 $659,000
24095 Willis St., Parksley VA 24103 Willis St., Parksley VA 5572 Main Street, Chincoteague VA 3481 Main Street, Chincoteague VA
Hosted by Lauren Lewis Hosted by Lauren Lewis Gladys Baczek Anita Merritt
757-854-8686 757-854-8686 757-894-0098 757-894-0108
bellasmom0789@gmail.com bellasmom0789@gmail.com gladysbaczek@aol.com anitasells@verizon.net

Three locations covering the Eastern Shore from Chincoteague to Cape Charles Chinco teague VA (7 57) 336-1999
” =

www.cbharbour.com Onancock, VA (757) 787-1305

An Independently Owned and OperatedI_I\illéeer:l;:::| <I>If1 Szldwell Banker Residential Affiliates, Inc. COLDWELL BANKER Cape Charles, VA (757) 331-3255
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ISLAND WAITING
ROOM DEDICATED
TO SPARKMAN

The Kiwanis Club of Chin-
coteague and

Eastern Shore Rural
Health System, Inc.
dedicated the Chincote-
ague Island Community
Health Center

waiting room to John Ger-
ald Sparkman on April
30. Sparkman has been a
strong, supportive,

and active citizen of Chin-
coteague Island with the
Kiwanis Club, as well as
an active Rural Health
Board of Directors mem-
ber for nine years. Pic-
tured from left are Rural
Health CEO Jeannette Ed-
wards, John G. Sparkman,
and Thomas Layser, past
president the of Kiwanis
Club of Chincoteague, at
the plaque reveal.
COURTESY PHOTO

Step back in time

and experience

exceptional

customer service - like it used to be - at
Somerset County’s premiere dispensary!

ORDER ONLINE DRIVE THRU STOP IN
Browse our menu Quick, easy and Comeiin, relax
and place your order convenient and enjoy our 505_Vlbe
online! drive thru pickup. and friendly service!

HAPPIDAZEBUDS.COM | PH: 410-621-5933
**LICENSED MARYLAND CANNABIS DISPENSARY**

\A

€ASY TO FIND-AND
ONLY 15 MIN FROM
SALISBURY!

Right on Route 13
just past University of
Maryland Eastern
Shore (The old Peaky's
Restaurant location)

30361 Mt. Vernon Rd
Princess Anne, MD 21853

and receive

YOUR FIRST VISIT!
UP TO Sk0 OFF

Not valid on already
discounted items.
One coupon per customer.
Cannot be combined with
other offers. Valid for first-
time customers only.
No cash value.
EXPIRES JUNE 30™ 2026

VA

20% OFF

Muast be 21+ to enter.

|
|
|
|
|
|
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|
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|
|
|
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|
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Public Auction

Proceeds of this land to
benefit the Eastern Shore
Coadlition Against
Domestic Violence
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CAPE CHARLES

Town, developer could partner on workforce housing

COURTESY IMAGE
This is a rendition of the proposed Bayside Village initiative in Cape Charles by devel-
oper Chris Carbaugh. The town is proposing giving 16 acres of land for the project.
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BY TED SHOCKLEY
Eastern Shore Post

The Cape Charles Town Council will
begin preliminary talks with a devel-
oper who is proposing construction of
170 housing units — half of them ear-
marked as workforce housing — on 16
acres of town-owned land.

Developer Chris Carbaugh’s pro-
posal was chosen from among four re-
sponses to a request by the town for a
plan to build homes on the property
that would be affordable to teachers,
police officers, first responders, and
others.

Affordable housing is “bigger than
a Cape Charles priority — it’s a coun-
ty priority, as well,” said Town Man-
ager Rick Keuroglian at a town hall
meeting Tuesday, May 12, about the
proposal.

Giving the developer the land,
which is assessed by Northampton
County at $551,600 and worth far
more on the open market, will help
keep prices on the housing units down,
officials said.

In addition, the town already has
invested in sewer design and other
components of the property.

“The town has stepped up to the
plate to enable workforce housing on
this site,” said Bob Panek, the town’s
project manager.

The town was given the parcel years
ago as part of a proffer offered to the
town as part of another project.

Carbaugh, who is also planning a de-
velopment in Onley and has proposed
another for Exmore, said he is one of the
partners in the Cape Charles proposal.

“Our group does understand how
important workforce housing is to our
community,” said Carbaugh during
an April 30 meeting introducing the
plan.

Carbaugh is proposing two-story,
“one over one” units with separate res-
idences on the first and second floors.
There will be a mix of rentals and own-
er-occupied units.

The proposed development is called
Bayside Village.

T — A minimum of 50%
EDITORIAL:

of the 170 units will
Cape Charles

i be for workforce hous-

makes admirable . .
ment ing, priced for those
tcomm:(fmen with salaries at 60%
ho qu orCFe) 0 to 110% of the area’s
ousing | Page median household

—_ income.

That would roughly equate to rents
or mortgages as low as $870 monthly.

Prices for the units would be tai-
lored to the amount occupants could
afford and the number of working
adults living there. There would be
restrictions ensuring the workforce
housing units are used for that pur-
pose for 20 years.

The remainder of the 170 units
would be sold on the open market,
which Keuroglian said would help the
developer afford to build those units
designed for the workforce.

The units would be between 900
and 1,100 square feet with the overall
price ranging from the $200,000s and
low $300,000s, he said.

There also would be provisions that
prohibit using any of the units for
short-term rentals. The entire 16 acres
would not be given to the developer at
once; the town would give parcels to
Carbaugh to be developed in phases.

Keuroglian said hearing public
comment and communicating the pro-
cess would be a priority.

Town Councilman Ken Butta, a co-
ordinator with Northampton Coun-
ty Public Schools, said the need for
teacher housing is dire.

“We have teachers who are living in
motel rooms,” he said. He added that
such a large number of Northamp-
ton teachers commute from Hampton
Roads that county-owned vehicles are
provided to them.

Panek said all but one of the per-
sonnel at Coast Guard Station Cape
Charles also live in Hampton Roads.

Carbaugh said the development,
Bayside Village, would be a housing
option so “those in careers that sup-
port our community can live and work
while enjoying a high quality of life
found in Cape Charles.”



2025 Annual Drinking Water Quality Report
Chincoteague Bay Trails End Association
PWSID No. 3001140

INTRODUCTION
This Annual Drinking Water Quality Report for calendar year 2025 is designed
to inform you about your drinking water quality. Our goal is to provide you
with a safe and dependable supply of drinking water, and we want you to
understand the efforts we make to protect your water supply. The quality of
your drinking water must meet state and federal requirements administered by
the Virginia Department of Health (VDH).

Este informe contiene informacion importante acerca de su agua potable. Haga
que alguien lo traduzca para usted, o hable con alguien que lo entienda.

For information pertaining how you may participate in decisions regarding
your water supply you may contact:

Mr. Samuel K. Merritt

Chincoteague Bay Trails End Association
5289 Pintail Drive

Horntown, VA 23395

757-824-3428 ext. 6

GENERAL INFORMATION

The sources of drinking water (both tap water and bottled water) include rivers,
lakes, streams, ponds, reservoirs, springs, and wells. As water travels over the
surface of the land or through the ground, it dissolves naturally occurring minerals
and, in some cases, radioactive material, and can pick up substances resulting from
the presence of animals or human activity.

Contaminants that may be *present in source water include:

« Microbial contaminants, such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from
sewage treatment plants, septic systems, agricultural livestock operations,
and wildlife;

Inorganic contaminants, such as salts and metals, which can be naturally
occurring or result from urban storm-water runoff, industrial or domestic
wastewater discharges, oil and gas production, mining, or farming;
Pesticides and herbicides, which may come from a variety of sources such as
agriculture, urban storm-water runoff, and residential uses;

Organic chemical contaminants, including synthetic and volatile organic
chemicals, which are by-products of industrial processes and petroleum
production, and can also come from gas stations, urban stormwater runoff,
and septic system;

Radioactive contaminants, which can be naturally occurring or be the result
of oil and gas production and mining activities

Drinking water, including bottled drinking water, may reasonably be expected
to contain at least small amounts of some contaminants. The presence of
contaminants does not necessarily indicate that water poses a health risk. More
information can be obtained by calling the Environmental Protection Agency’s
Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-4791).

In order to ensure that tap water is safe to drink, the EPA prescribes regulations
which limit the amount of certain contaminants in water provided by public
water systems. Food and Drug Administration regulations establish limits for
contaminants in bottled water, which must provide the same protection for public
health.

MCLs are set at very stringent levels by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency.
In developing the standards EPA assumes that the average adult drinks 2 liters of
water each day throughout a 70-year lifespan. EPA generally sets MCLs at levels
that will result in no adverse health effects for some contaminants or a one-in-
ten-thousand to one-in-a-million chance of having the described health effect for
other contaminants.

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the
general population. Immuno-compromised persons such as persons with cancer
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone organ transplants,
people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice
about drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on
appropriate means to lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium and other
microbiological contaminants are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline
(800-426-4791).

SOURCE OF YOUR DRINKING WATER AND TREATMENT

The source of your water is ground water. The Trails End water system receives
its water from three wells located within the Trails End subdivision. Your water
is routinely treated with chlorine.

The Virginia Department of Health conducted a Source Wag.er Assessment of
the Waterworks in 2020 on wells that are inactive. The wells that are currently in
service have had Source Water Assessments conducted. The assessments in 2020
found the well to be of low susceptibility- The assessment report consists of maps

showing the Source Water Assessment area, an inventory of known Land Use
Activities and Potential Conduits to Groundwater utilized at Land Use Activity
sites in Zone 1, Susceptibility Explanation Chart* and Definition of Key Terms.
The report is available by contacting your waterworks system owner/operator at
the phone or address included in the CCR.

WATER QUALITY RESULTS

Contaminants in your drinking water are routinely monitored according to Federal
and State regulations. The EPA requires that Table I reflect monitoring results for
the period of January 1, 2020, through December 31, 2025. The state allows us to
monitor for some contaminants less than once per year because the concentrations
of these contaminants do not change frequently. Some of our data, though
accurate, may be more than one year old. Only the most recent sample results
from the prescribed period are reported. The table fists only those contaminants
that had some level of detection. Many other contaminants have been analyzed but
were not present were below the detection limits of the lab equipment.

DEFINITIONS

In this report you will find many terms and abbreviations you might not be

familier with. The following definitions are provided to help you better understand

these terms:
« Non-detects (ND) Lab analysis indicates that the contaminant is not present.
o Pans per (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/L) -One part per million
corresponds -to one minute in 2 years, or a single penny in $10,000.

Parts per billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter (ug/l)- One part per billion

corresponds to one minute in 2,000 years, or a single penny in $10,000,000.

o Action Level (AL)- The concentration of a contaminant which, if exceeded,
triggers treatment or other requirements which a water system must follow.

¢ Maximum Contaminant Level (MCL)- of a contaminant is allowed in
drinking water. MCLs are set as close to MCLGs as feasible using the best
available treatment technology.

« Maximum Contaminant Level Goal (MCLG) -The level of a contaminant in
drinking water below which there is no known or expected risk to health.
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety-

o Maximum Residual Disinfectant Level (MRDL)- The highest level of a
disinfectant allowed in drinking water. There is convincing evidence that
addition of a disinfectant is necessary for control of microbial contaminants.

o Maximum Residual Level Goal (MRDLG)- The level of a drinking water
disinfectant below which there is no known or expected risk to health-
MRDLGs do not reflect the benefits of the use of disinfectants to control
microbial contaminants.

o Treatment Technique (TT) A required process intended to reduce the level of
a contaminant in drinking water.

o Level 1 Assessment — An evaluation to identify the possible presence of
sanitary defects, defects in distribution system coliform monitoring practices,
and (when possible) the likely reason that the system triggered the assessment.

o Level 2 Assessment — An evaluation to identi67 the possible presence of

sanitary defects, defects jn distribution system coliform monitoring practices,

and (when possible) the likely that the system triggered the assessment in a

more comprehensive investigation than a Level assessment.

Sanitary Defect — A defect that could provide a pathway of entry fey microbial

contamination into the distribution system or that is indicative of a failure or

imminent failure in a barrier that is already in place.

DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM
LEAD AND COPPER CONTAMINANTS
N i Samples . o nf
CONTAMINENT yqop G| Action e Range abmyel’AL' Date of | Typical Source of
(units) Level Sample Contamination
Corrosion of
Copper 13 13 0.19 | ND-0.28 0 6/7/2023 household
(ppm) plumbing; Erosion
of natural deposits
Corrosion of
household plumbing;
Lead (ppb) 0 15 28 | ND42 0 6172023 | Erosion of natural
deposits

Lead can cause serious health problems, especially for pregnant women and young
children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials and components
associated with service lines and home plumbing- Chincoteague Bay Trails End
Association is responsible for providing high quality drinking water and removing
lead pipes but cannot control the variety of materials used in plumbing components
in your home. You share the responsibility for protecting yourself and your family
from the lead in your home plumbing. You can take responsibility by identifying
and removing lead materials within your home plumbing and taking steps to
reduce your family’s risk. Before drinking tap water, flush your pipes for several
minutes by running your tap, a shower, doing laundry or a load of dishes. You can
also use a fitter certified by an American National Standards Institute accredited
certifier 10 reduce lead in drinking water. If you are concerned about lead in your
water and wish to have your water tested, contact Sam Merritt at (757) 824-3428
Ext. 6. Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, and steps you can
take to minimize exposure is available at http://www.epa.gov/safewater/lead.

Zero of five (5) samples tested above the copper AL. Zero of five (5) samples tested
above the lead AL.

A lead service line inventory was prepared for Chincoteague Bay Trails End in
2024. For access to this inventory, please contact Samuel K. Merritt at (757) 824-
3428 ext. 6.

DISINFECTANTS & DISINFECTION BY-PRODUCTS

If there is cing evidence that addition of a disi is necessary for control of microbial
CONTAMINANT Level | Range | Violation | Sample | Typical Source
(units) MCLG = MCL | Detected Date | of
Contamination
Chlorine as 0.24- Water ~ additive
Cl12 4 4 075 1.29 used to cone-ol
NO Monthly microbes.
TTHMs (Total By-product of
Trihalomethane) 80 50.8 7/21/2025 | drinking water
NA NA NO chlorination
HAAS By-product of
Haloacetic Acids) N/A 112 721/2025 | drinking water
0 NA NO chlorination
Chincoteague Bay Trails End 2025 Water Quality Report
Discharge of drilling wastes;
. p Discharge from metal
102/2
Barium (ppm) 2 2 036 NA No 0610212023 refineries; erosion of natural
deposits
Runoff from fertilizer use;
Nitrate e leaching from septic tanks,
(ppm) 10 10 33 NA No 611772025 sewage; erosion of natural
deits.
Combined Radium
(226 & 228) 0 5 0.73% NA No 6/7/2023 Erosion of natural deposits.
(pCilL)
Discharge from petroleum and
Selenium 50 50 1 061022023 metal refineries; Erosion of
(ppb) NA No e natura deposits; Discharge
from mines.
Erosion of natuzl deposits
NA NA NA widely distributed in nature,
Sodium h 57 B No 06/022025 discharge from‘ softeners,
(ppm) human or animal waste
disposal, leachate from landfill
or seawater intrusion

#If the results of the sample had been above 5 pCi/L, our system would have been required to do additional testing for radium. Because
the results were below 5 pCi/L, no testing for radium was required.

A note about arsenic in drinking water: While your drinking water meets EPA’s
standard for arsenic, it does contain low levels of arsenic. EPA’s standard balances
the understanding of arsenic’s possible health effects of low levels of arsenic, a
mineral known to cause cancer in humans high concentrations and finked to
other health effects such as skin damage and circulatory problems.

A note about nitrate in drinking water: Nitrate drinking water at levels above 10
ppm is a health risk for infants of less than six months of age. High nitrate levels
in drinking water can cause blue baby syndromes. Nitrate levels may rise quickly
for short periods of time because of rainfall or agricultural activity. If you are
caring for an infant, you should ask for advice from your health care provider.

A note about sodium in your drinking water: Drinking water does not play a
significant role in sodium exposure for most individuals. Those that are under

treatment for sodium-sensitive hypertension should consult with their health
care provider regarding sodium levels in their drinking water supply and the
advisability of using an alternative water source or point-of use treatment to
reduce the sodium. For individuals on a very low sodium diet (500 mg/day),
EPA recommends that drinking water sodium not exceed 20 mg/L. The WORid
Health Organization has established a drinking water guideline of 270 mg of
sodium/L on the basis of aesthetic considerations (i.e., taste). On July 26, 2022,
our water had a sodium content of 55 mg/L.

No E. coli was detected during the year.

All water systems are required to comply with the state Total Coliform Ruie-
Beginning April 2016, all water systems were required to comply With the federal
Revised Total Coliform Rule. The new federal rule maintains the purpose to
protect public health by ensuring the integrity of the drinking water distribution
system and monitoring for the presence of microbials (i.e., total coliform and
E. coli bacteria). The US EPA anticipates greater public health protection as the
new rule requires water systems that are vulnerable to microbial contamination
to identify and fix problems. Water systems that exceed a specified frequency of
total coliform occurrences are required to conduct an assessment to determine if
any sanitary defects exist. If found, they must be corrected by the water system.

SYSTEM ASSESSMENTS FOR TC+ - No assessments were required for this
system for this reporting period.

SYSTEM ASSESSMENTS FOR EC+ - No assessments were required for this
system during this reporting period.

VIOLATIONS - There were no violations for this system during the reporting
year 2025.
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Any development plans on the Eastern Shore — and
especially those in Northampton County — are sure to
get a thorough examination from a skeptical public. We
expect the same involving a proposal to build 170 units
— half earmarked for sales or rentals for those with
workforce salaries — on 16.6 acres in Cape Charles.

What should not be overlooked amid the scrutiny
and debate, however, is the enlightened commitment
by the town of Cape Charles to help much-needed af-
fordable housing opportunities come to fruition.

The Cape Charles Town Council is proposing to give
the developer the parcel in stages as conditions are met
and the project progresses. The land is assessed by the
county for $551,000 and is certainly worth far more
on the open market. The town was given the land more
than a decade ago as part of a proffer from another de-
veloper. Giving the property to the developer will help
keep housing costs down.

This type of initiative is exactly what thoughtful,
creative governments do. We hope other municipali-
ties on the Eastern Shore watch the process closely and
consider following the model.

Unlike our nation’s criminal justice system, real-estate
developers are guilty until proven innocent in Northamp-
ton County. At best, concerned residents ask thoughtful
questions about the impact of more housing and people.
At worst, everything a developer proposes is met with con-
tempt and suspicion. We certainly expect that process to
continue in Cape Charles.

But during the sturm und drang of the process, tip
your cap to Cape Charles leaders who had the foresight
and vision to make such a generous commitment to
housing.

CORRECTIONS AND CLARIFICATIONS

The Eastern Shore Post strives for accuracy. Cor-
rections and clarifications will be printed in this space.
Email editor@easternshorepost.com.
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EDITORIAL

Social skills camp coming to Shore in July

Fans of the hit Netflix series
“Love on the Spectrum” have
the opportunity to experience
a similar, real-life approach
to building relationships this
summer through PEERS
RVA’s Social Skills Camps
across Virginia.

The camps, for teens and
young adults ages 14-30, are
based on the internationally
acclaimed PEERS curriculum,
developed by Elizabeth Laug-
eson, who also appears on the
show.

While “Love on the Spec-
trum” highlights dating jour-
neys, the PEERS program
focuses on the foundational
skills that make those connec-
tions possible, like starting
conversations, finding common
interests, and building lasting
friendships.

PEERS RVA, a Rich-
mond-based provider of ev-
idence-based social and life
skills training for neurodi-
vergent youth, is expanding
its 2026 PEERS Social Skills

Guest columns and letters

The Eastern Shore Post welcomes your letters and guest col-
umns. Letters and columns must include a phone number and
a town of residence for verification. Letters should be no longer
than 250 words. Guest columns should be limited to 500 words.
Send letters to editor@easternshorepost.com.

Summer Camps to more than
10 localities across Virginia.
The Eastern Shore camp will
be held July 6 to 10 at Eastern
Shore Community College.

PEERS is world-renowned
for providing evidence-based
social skills to motivated teens
and young adults with autism,
ADHD, anxiety, depression, and
other social challenges. Stu-
dents learn skills to make and
keep friends through engaging
lessons and real-world practice.

The one-week camps, de-
signed for teens and young
adults, include lessons on:

B Planning get-togethers

B Handling disagreements
and bullying

B Navigating dating and
relationships

B Using humor
appropriately

B Communicating online
and on the phone

B Finding and keeping
friends.

For those unable to attend
in person, PEERS RVA also
offers live, small-group virtual
classes, beginning July 6 and
September 1. These 16-week
programs meet once per week
for one hour, with teen class-
es at 7 p.m. and young adult
classes at 8 p.m.

For more information or
to enroll, visit the website
WWW.peersrva.com

Eastern Sh&re Post

HOPE, EMPOWERMENT, AND DIGNITY FOR ALL
A PUBLICATION OF CAPE MEDIA LLC

JIM RITCH | PUBLISHER, publisher@easternshorepost.com

WILLIAM E. SHOCKLEY III | EDITOR, GENERAL MANAGER
editor@easternshorepost.com

RYAN WEBB | ASSISTANT EDITOR | Obituaries, legals, classifieds
ryan@easternshorepost.com

PHYSICAL ADDRESS:
3257B MAIN STREET, EXMORE, VA 23350 MEGAN LEWIS | ADVERTISING MANAGER
MAILING ADDRESSES: ads@easternshorepost.com

P.O.BOX 517, ONLEY, VA 23418
PHONE: 757-789-POST (7678) | FAX: 757-789-7681

CAROL VAUGHN, carol@easternshorepost.com

SARAH BARBAN, sarah@easternshorepost.com

IN MEMORIAM

Troy Justis | Jan. 11,1964 — July 18,2024
Eastern Shore Post, 1999-2024
Advertising and circulation manager

A friend to us all and a true Eastern Shoreman

JIMMY SHOCKLEY, jimmy @easternshorepost.com
MARK MORING, mark @easternshorepost.com
JONI HAMILTON, Shore Marketing Services

NANCY DRURY DUNCAN

Copyright © 2026 Eastern Shore Post and Cape Media LLC. No part of this newspaper may be reproduced or republished in any form or by any
means without the explicit permission of the publisher.



LOCAL FALLEN HEROES

Shore Vietnam War fatalities are remembered in May

BY TED SHOCKLEY
Eastern Shore Post

Two Eastern Shore of Virginia sol-
diers were killed in action in the Viet-
nam War in the middle of May, four
years apart.

B U.S. Army Pfc. Clifford Grady
Rhodes, 19, of Saxis, was the third
Eastern Shoreman killed in Vietnam
when he died on
May 17, 1966.

According to
an account of his
death in the East-
ern Shore News,
Rhodes had written
a cousin to say the
fighting in Viet-
nam was admitted-
ly “pretty bad,” but
he said, “I’m not
worried.”

However, by the time his cous-
in received the letter, Rhodes had
been killed by gunfire, the News
reported.

It also reported that when visit-
ing family and friends on Saxis three
months earlier, he was confident and
told them not to worry.

“I’m coming back,” he told them.

Rhodes was killed at An Khe near
the Cambodian border, the newspaper
reported.

The son of Fran and Ernest Rhodes
Sr., Rhodes’ body is interred at the El-
lis Cemetery on Saxis Island.

B U.S. Army Sgt. Warren Lee Scan-
lan Jr., 21, a native of Exmore, was
killed during the Vietnam War on May
21, 1970, in Cambodia.

He was the last person from the
Eastern Shore of Virginia to die in the
Vietnam War.

Scanlan was well-known in Ex-
more. He worked at the town’s Silco
department store while in high school
and took a full-time job there when he
graduated from Northampton High in
1967.

At 19, he was promoted to be manag-
er of the same store in Pocomoke City,
Md., where he lived with his wife, Mary

Clifford
Grady Rhodes

This column is the continuation of a
series remembering military
personnel from the Eastern Shore

of Virginia and southern Worcester
County, Md., who died while on
active duty. The column also includes
line-of-duty deaths by area

law enforcement officers and
volunteer fire and rescue person-
nel. Those featured are remembered
around the anniversaries

of their deaths. Email
editor@easternshorepost.com with
information or questions.

Doughty, who to-
day lives in Willis
Wharf.
Scanlan was
drafted into the
Army. On the day
of his death, he was
a member of the
199th Light Infan-
try Brigade during
the invasion of
Cambodia.
He was the point
man in a formation
when he and a fellow soldier were fatal-
ly shot.

On the day of his funeral, every busi-
ness in Exmore closed. His remains are
interred in the Belle Haven Cemetery.

His wife was presented Scanlan’s
posthumous Bronze Star Medal with
the “V” device, for valor, at a ceremony
after his death.

He was survived by his parents, Hel-
en Zucchero Scanlan and Warren Lee
Scanlan Sr., of Exmore.

B On Sunday, May 18, 1925, an Ac-
comack County law enforcement officer
was shot to death while making an ar-
rest near Keller, touching off a man-
hunt that ended with an arrest and a
murder conviction.

Warren Lee
Scanlan Jr.

Bernard LeCato, 49, the elected jus-
tice of the peace for the Pungoteague
magisterial district, was slain after
responding to a fight and trying to
arrest an intoxicated man on a Keller
farm.

The incident made headlines around
the region. It was the top story in the
Monday, May 18, 1925, edition of the
Richmond Times-Dispatch.

Newspapers reported that the sus-
pect, Hurley Lee Wise, was involved in
a fight with another man. Wise then
took LeCato’s pistol and shot the jus-
tice of the peace while he was trying to
make the arrest.

The Peninsula Enterprise news-
paper of Accomac reported that
Wise was arrested without incident
a week later near Shelltown, Md. He
had fled the scene and gone to north-
western Accomack County and was
taken across the Pocomoke River in-
to Maryland.

The Times-Dispatch reported that
2,000 were searching for Wise at the
height of the manhunt, including with
bloodhound dogs.

Justice was quickly administered.
Wise was found guilty of second-de-
gree murder during a June 8 ju-
ry trial and was sentenced to 20
years in the state penitentiary in
Richmond.

LeCato’s murder is included and
chronicled on the Officer Down Memo-
rial Page at www.odmp.org

He was predeceased by his par-
ents, Mary Julia Ames LeCato and Dr.
George Washington LeCato, a physi-
cian. His gravesite is at the Quinby
Cemetery.

B On May 20, 1943, the pilot and
passenger on a U.S. Navy airplane were
killed when their airplane crashed in
Horntown. The men were attached to
the Chincoteague Naval Auxiliary Air
Station.

Ensign Elmore K. Hood, 25, of Sa-
lem, and Seaman 1st Class Harry J.
Wells, of Huntington, W.Va., were
identified as the victims.

The Eastern Shore News reported
that the crash happened in the late af-

ternoon “while the
two men were out on
maneuvers.”

“The plane had
shortly before left
the field it was
said when it sud-
denly went into a
spin, plunging to
earth from low al-
titude,” the News
reported.

It also reported,
“Residents of upper Accomack were
eyewitnesses to the tragedy.”

Hood was survived by his mother
and two sisters and his gravesite is in
Salem.

Wells’ gravesite is in Kentucky,
where he was born.

B On May 21, 1955, a U.S. Navy pi-
lot was flying from Ohio to Accomack
County when his airplane went down at
the Chincoteague Naval Auxiliary Air
Station, where he
was stationed.

Lt. (jg) Eugene
F. Roessner, 24, a
native of Ohio, was
returning to Virgin-
ia from the Armed
Forces Day air show
in Ohio, according
to an Associated
Press article.

Flying a Grum-
man Cougar jet,
Roessner crashed in a marshy area near
the station. “His plane cracked up as he
approached for a landing,” the Associ-
ated Press reported.

The Eastern Shore News reported
that heavy fog had limited visibility at
the time of the crash.

“According to the station’s public
information officer, Roessner made
one approach to the field but was not
in a position to land and circled back
for another approach,” the News
reported.

Roessner’s remains are interred in
the St. Francis Catholic Church Ceme-
tery, Cranberry Prairie, Ohio.

Elmore
K. Hood

Eugene
F. Roessner
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Friday, May 15

Bl CAR SHOW: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Hart’s
Garage, 22501 Lankford Highway, Acco-
mac. The Eastern Shore Cruisers Car Club is
hosting a car show.

B BOOK SALE: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Cape
Charles Memorial Library, Cape Charles. The
library is hosting its monthly summer book sale.
B SUPPORT GROUP: 11 am., Tasley Volun-
teer Fire Company, Tasley. The Veterans Peer
Support Group will meet. All veterans who have
served are invited.

B FESTIVAL: 4:30 p.m., Marina Road, Cape
Charles. The Eastern Shore of Virginia Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Chamberfest returns. Irie
Tree Band will open the festivities with a

live performance. Food trucks and vendors
will be on site. For tickets visit https:/tinyurl.
com/3k5Smetn6

B LIVE MUSIC: 5 to 8 p.m., Cape Charles
Brewing Company, Cape Charles. Willie C.
and the Blues Band perform live.

B LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 9 p.m., The Blarney Stone
Pub, Onancock. Shortcut Sonny performs live.
B PAINT PARTY: 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.,
Great Pocomoke Fairgrounds, Pocomoke
City. The fairgrounds is hosting a paint
party. The painting will be a burst of sun-
flowers. The cost is $40. There will also
be food, drinks, and music. To reserve a
seat visit https://tinyurl.com/328vdy25

B PLAY: 7 p.m., North Street Playhouse,
Onancock. The playhouse presents “Purlie
Victorious.” Tickets are $10 for students
and $25 for adults. For tickets visit www.

northstreetplayhouse.org/tickets

Saturday, May 16

Hl YARD SALE FUNDRAISER: 8 a.m. to
noon, 3198 Eden Meadows Drive, Exmore.
All proceeds benefit the Pledge the Pink
Breast Cancer Foundation. Contact Kris
Walker at kwalk969800@ gmail.com for

ENTERTAINMENT

B On Saturday, May 16, beginning at 3 p.m., the Eastern
Shore of Virginia Chamber of Commerce’s Chamberfest re-
turns. Fil Rhythm opens the show, followed by Alabama trib-
ute band The Boys in the Band. Roots and Boots featuring
Sammy Kershaw and Aaron Tippin will headline. The event
will be held at Marina Road, Cape Charles. There will be

food trucks and vendors on site. For tickets visit
https://tinyurl.com/3k5metn6

B On Saturday, May 16, beginning at 3 p.m., the Exmore
Moose Lodge, Belle Haven, is hosting goat races. There will
be live music by Loaded Goat, food trucks, and racing goats.
There will also be a goatee contest, a kids’ bleating contest,
and a fundraiser for Heifer International.

more information.

B COMMUNITY YARD SALE: From 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m., Greenbackville is hosting a communi-
ty yard sale. Deal hunters can explore Stockton
Avenue and the surrounding community.

B FARMERS MARKET: 9 a.m. to noon,
corner of Market and Ames Streets, Onan-
cock. At the Onancock Farmers Market
shoppers will find produce, baked goods,
meat and seafood, artisan goods, and much
more.

B FARMERS MARKET: 9 am. to 1 p.m.,
Alex Hubb Field, 6309 Church St., Chin-
coteague. The Chincoteague Farmers Market
brings farmers, bakers, and artisans to the
heart of town. There will also be live music.
B CAR SHOW: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Hart’s
Garage, 22501 Lankford Highway, Accomac.
Eastern Shore Cruisers is hosting a car show.
B CAMP: 10 am. to 3 p.m., Sawmill Park,

24387 Joynes Neck Road, Accomac. Camp
Fragile Hearts is a free day of healing activ-
ities and fun for children who have experi-
enced a significant loss. To apply visit https:/
application-fillable tiiny.site

B ART WALK: 10 am. to 4 p.m., Cape
Charles Central Park, Cape Charles. The Cen-
tral Park Art Walk will bring artists and arti-
sans to the park.

B STORYTIME: 10:30 a.m., Eastern Shore of
Virginia Regional Library, Parksley. Kids age 5
and under can hear a story and engage in play
literacy.

B VETERANS EVENT: From 11 am. to

2 p.m., Community Partners of the Eastern
Shore is hosting Stand Up and Be Counted.
The event will take place simultaneously at
three locations. The event is designed to honor
and support local veterans. Veterans can learn
about resources, access their benefits, and en-

joy a light lunch. The locations are American
Legion Post 159 in Chincoteague, Tasley Vol-
unteer Fire Company, and American Legion
Post 56 in Cheriton.

B OPEN HOUSE: 11 am. to 3 p.m., Chin-
coteague Volunteer Fire Company, 5052 Deep
Hole Road, Chincoteague. The fire company is
hosting Meet Your Fire Company Day. There
will be bounce houses, fire truck rides, kids ac-
tivities, demonstrations, pony petting, a silent
auction, and merchandise releases for the 2026
Pony Penning.

Il CASH BASH: Doors open at noon, event
is from 1 to 5 p.m., Pocomoke Elks Lodge,
1944 Worcester Highway, Pocomoke City.
The lodge is hosting its annual Big Money
Blowout. Tickets are $100 and include food,
drinks, entertainment, raffles, and a chance to
win up to $50,000. To purchase tickets visit
https:/tinyurl.com/32dj6nfs

B CONCERT: 3 p.m., Marina Road, Cape
Charles. The Eastern Shore of Virginia Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Chamberfest returns. Fil
Rhythm opens the show, followed by Al-
abama tribute band The Boys in the Band.
Roots and Boots featuring Sammy Kershaw
and Aaron Tippin will headline. There will be
food trucks and vendors on site. For tickets
visit https:/tinyurl.com/3kSmetn6

B GOAT RACES: 3 p.m., Exmore Moose
Lodge, Belle Haven. The lodge is hosting goat
races. There will be live music by Loaded
Goat, food trucks, and racing goats. There will
also be a goatee contest, a kids bleating con-
test, and a fundraiser for Heifer International.
B LIVE MUSIC: 5 to 8 p.m., Cape Charles
Brewing Company, 2198 Stone Road, Cape
Charles. The Southern Fog Band performs
live.

B LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 9 p.m., The Blarney
Stone Pub, Onancock. Margot and Val perform

(Continued on page 13)

The Eastern Shore Post wants your
listings for live music, theatrical
performances, carnivals, special
events, and anything else that

is just plain fun. Send to
editor@easternshorepost.com

B ALCOHOLICS
ANONYMOUS: For
meetings in Accomack
and Northampton, visit

www.aaeasternshoreva.org
or call 757-350-0466.
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B AL-ANON: For more
on Al-Anon, a group of
relatives and friends of
alcoholics. visit www.

vaalanon.org/districts/
district-7-eastern-shore

B OVEREATERS
ANONYMOUS: Group
meets every Wednesday
at Rock Church, 27112

Call 757-999-6771.

Lankford Highway, Onley.

Bl COALITION AGAINST
DOMESTIC VIOLENCE:
All-day, every-day hotline
for those impacted by
domestic violence or sexual
assault: 757-787-1329.

H SUICIDE HOTLINE: If
you are having thoughts of
suicide or know someone at
risk, call 988. Call the local
24-hour hotline at at 757-
442-7707 or 800-764-4460.



Calendar

(Continued from page 12)

live.

B LIVE MUSIC: Doors open at 6:30 p.m.,
concert starts at 7 p.m., Chincoteague Cul-
tural Alliance, 6309 Church St., Chincote-
ague. Community members and students
from Chincoteague Combined School will
perform a tribute to Jimmy Buffet. Tickets
will be sold at the door. The cost is $10 for
adults and $5 for those under age 18.

B PLAY: 7 p.m., North Street Playhouse,
Onancock. The playhouse presents “Pur-
lie Victorious.” Tickets are $10 for stu-
dents and $25 for adults. For tickets visit
www.northstreetplayhouse.org/tickets

B LIVE MUSIC: 7 p.m., The Listening
Room at Morphosis, 33 Market St., Onan-
cock. Willie C. and the Gang perform live.
Tickets are $15. Call 757-710-8718 to re-
serve a seat.

B LIVE MUSIC: 7 p.m., Off the Rails,
Parksley. Tyler and Brittany perform live.
B LIVE MUSIC: 7 to 10 p.m., Sunset Beach
Bar and Grille, Cape Charles. Cody Stage-
berg performs live.

B LIVE MUSIC: 9 p.m.to 1 am.,
Teaguer’s, Chincoteague. Medium Wave
Jay performs live.

Sunday, May 17

B ART WALK: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Cape
Charles Central Park, Cape Charles. The Cen-
tral Park Art Walk will bring artists and artisans
to the park.

B OPEN MIC: 1 to 4 p.m., Cape Charles
Brewing Company, 2198 Stone Road, Cape
Charles. The brewery is hosting its weekly Mu-
sic Circle open mic.

B LIVE MUSIC: 2 to 4 p.m., Chatham Vine-
yards, Machipongo. La Doo Vay performs live.

48 MARKET ST. - ONANCOCK, VA
MOVIE INFO AND ONLINE TICKETING

www.RoselandOnancock.com
(757) 787-2209 CC-AD-AL

FRI-SAT MAY 15-16 7 pPm
SUN MAY 17 4pm
TUE-WED MAY 19-20 7 pm

“MICHAEL"

Docudrama/Musical Rated PG-13

B PLAY: 2:30 p.m., North Street Play-
house, Onancock. The playhouse presents
“Purlie Victorious.” Tickets are $10 for
students and $25 for adults. For tickets vis-
it www.northstreetplayhouse.org/tickets

B CHURCH EVENT: 3 p.m., Ushers Day
will be held at Jerusalem Baptist Church,
Temperanceville. Rev. Dr. Jesse Thomas
and Shiloh Baptist Church, Boston, will be
the guests. A special invitation is extended
to ushers.

Monday, May 18

H BINGO: 1 to 3 p.m., Chincoteague Center,
6155 Community Drive, Chincoteague. Island
Community House and Village Neighbors are
hosting bingo. The cost is $5 per card or $20 for
five cards.

B FIRE SAFETY: 6 p.m., Captain’s Cove Ma-
rina Club, 3323 Dock Court, Greenbackville.

A Fire Awareness and Preparedness Meeting

is being held at the club. There will be a fire
extinguisher safety program, information about
smoke detector programs, and Red Cross educa-
tion services. This event is free and open to the
public.

B GOP MEETING: 7 p.m., the Accomack Re-
publican Party will have its monthly meeting at
the Sage Diner in Onley. For more information,

contact Chairman Sam Sellard at 757-709-8252.

Tuestay, May 19

B TEEN GAMING NIGHT: 5 p.m., Eastern
Shore of Virginia Regional Library, Parksley.
Teens can enjoy puzzles, board games, and vid-
€0 games.

B VETERANS DINNER: 5 to 8 p.m., Onan-
cock Elks Lodge, Accomac. A catered dinner is
being held for veterans. Dave Yeager, a veteran
with a gambling addiction, will be the guest
speaker. There will also be community resource
information. To register visit bit.ly/shorevet

B YARN CLUB: 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Eastern
Shore of Virginia Regional Library, Parks-

ley. Crafters can bring their knitting or crochet
projects and chat with other fiber artists while
working.

B LECTURE: 6 p.m., Museum of Chincote-

ague Island, 7125 Maddox Blvd., Chincoteague.

The museum is hosting Jim Dufty, who will
share tales of the Revolutionary War and the
Underground Railroad. Museum members, vet-
erans, and children age 12 and under can attend
for free. The cost is $10 for all others. To reserve
a seat call 757-336-6117.

Wednesday, May 20
B BINGO: 10 a.m. to noon, Mary N. Smith

Cultural Enrichment Center, 24577 Mary N.
Smith Road, Accomac. The Mary N. Smith
Alumni Association hosts bingo for seniors
age 55 and up. This is a free event and prizes
will be awarded.

B RECOVERY GROUP: Noon to 1 p.m.,
Eastern Shore Community College Work-
force Center, Melfa. The college hosts a
weekly all-recovery meeting for anyone
seeking or maintaining recovery. Meetings
are open to the community.

B COMMUNITY PANTRY: 1 to 3 p.m.,
Cheriton United Methodist Church, 4070
Sunnyside Road, Cheriton. On the first and
third Wednesday of each month the church
opens its doors to offer hygiene and per-
sonal care items to those in need on a first-
come, first-served basis.

B LIVE MUSIC: 4 to 8 p.m., Ropewalk,
Chincoteague. Medium Wave Jay performs
live.

B ART RECEPTION: 5:30 p.m., “Through
the Artist’s Eye” reception at Ker Place to
honor student artsts and the art created in
celebration of the United States’ 250th an-
niversary. Students, parents, teachers, and
friends are welcome.

(Continued on page 14)

2026

Summer Sailing on
the Eastern Shore

Scholarships Available
Junior Sailing Camp « Women on the Water
Adult Learn to Sail Class « Sailboat Rentals

Sunfish Regatta

Register at www.capecharlessailing.com
or call (252) 339-1223

May 15,2026 | EASTERN SHORE Post | 13




Calendar

(Continued from page 13)

B AUTHOR TALK: 6:30 p.m., The Listen-
ing Room, 33 Market St., Onancock. Local
author Timothy Smith will discuss his book
“God Code.” Tickets are $7. To reserve a
seat call 757-710-8718.

Thursday, May 21

Bl MEETING: 9:30 to 11:30 a.m., East-
ern Shore Community College Workforce
Development Center, Melfa. The Acco-
mack-Northampton Planning District Com-
mission is hosting a meeting focused on
resilience and the beneficial use of dredged
materials.

B LIVE MUSIC: 4 to 8 p.m., Ropewalk,
Chincoteague. Fil Rhythm performs live.
B DANCE LESSONS: 6 to 7:30 p.m.,
The Oyster Farm, Cape Charles. Ballroom
and More on the Shore is hosting a dance
lesson. The cost is $5. All skill levels are
welcome.

B LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 9 p.m., Onancock
Taphouse, Onancock. Medium Wave Jay
performs live.

Friday, May 22

B BAKE SALE: Noon to 4 p.m., Island
Community House, 6246 Mumford St.,
Chincoteague. Island Community House is
hosting its two-day semi-annual bake and
yard sale.

B DANCE: 5 to 7 p.m., Mary N. Smith Cul-
tural Enrichment Center, Accomac. The Boys
and Girls Club of the Eastern Shore’s Torch
Club is hosting a spring formal for children in
grades kindergarten through third. Tickets are
$5. Parents must drop off and pick up their
children.

B LIVE MUSIC: 5 to 8 p.m., Vaux Hall
Farm, 16165 Vaux Hall Lane, Melfa. Bran-
don Bower, Rob Oliver, Jacob Vanko, and
Brian Irminger perform live. Bring a chair.
The cover charge is $10.

B LIVE MUSIC: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., Ker
Place, 69 Market St., Onancock. Shore His-
tory is hosting its annual Sunshine and Mar-
garitas. This free concert will feature music
by the Rhythm Section. There will be food
trucks on site.

B LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 9 p.m., Cape Charles
Brewing Company, 2198 Stone Road, Cape
Charles. Fil Rhythm performs live.

B LIVE MUSIC: 7 to 10 p.m., Sunset
Beach Bar and Grille, Cape Charles. Double
entAndra performs live.

Saturday, May 23

Hl BAKE SALE: 8 a.m. to Noon, Island
Community House, 6246 Mumford St.,
Chincoteague. Island Community House is
hosting its two-day semi-annual bake and
yard sale.

Hl FARMERS MARKET: 9 a.m. to noon,
corner of Market and Ames Streets, Onan-
cock. At the Onancock Farmers Market
shoppers will find produce, baked goods,
meat and seafood, artisan goods, and much
more.

B FARMERS MARKET: 9 am.to 1 p.m.,
Alex Hubb Field, 6309 Church St., Chin-
coteague. The Chincoteague Farmers Mar-
ket brings farmers, bakers, and artisans to
the heart of town. There will also be live
music.

B FIREMANS MUSTER: 10 a.m., Great
Pocomoke Fairgrounds, Pocomoke City.
Fire companies will compete in challeng-
es to see who comes out on top. General
admission is $5. Children under age 10 are
free.

B CAR SHOW: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Tas-
ley Volunteer Fire Company, 23395 Tasley
Road, Tasley. The fire company is hosting
its annual Sonny Moore Car Show with the
Eastern Shore Cruisers Car Club.

B FESTIVAL: 10 a..m. to 4 p.m., Barrier Is-
lands Center, Machipongo. The annual Art on
the Farm festival will bring live music, food,
and artists and artisans to the Barrier Island
Center.

Hl STORYTIME: 10:30 a.m., Eastern Shore
of Virginia Regional Library, Parksley. Kids
age 5 and under can hear a story and engage
in play literacy.

B LIVE MUSIC: 5 to 8 p.m., Cape Charles
Brewing Company, 2198 Stone Road, Cape
Charles. The Speakeasies perform live.

B LIVE MUSIC: 7 to 10 p.m., Sunset
Beach Bar and Grille, Cape Charles. E3 per-
forms live.

Sunday, May 24

B LIVE MUSIC: 1 to 4 p.m., Sunset Beach
Bar and Grille, Cape Charles. Mike Gombas
performs live.

l OPEN MIC: 1 to 4 p.m., Cape Charles
Brewing Company, 2198 Stone Road, Cape
Charles. The brewery is hosting its weekly
Music Circle open mic.

Monday, May 25

B CEREMONY: 11 a.m., Cape Charles
War Memorial, Cape Charles. American
Legion Post 56 is hosting a Memorial Day
ceremony.

B FUNDRAISER: 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., Black-
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fin Island Grill, 7085 Maddox Blvd., Chin-
coteague. A portion of sales will be donated
to Island Community House.

Tuesday, May 26

B CRAFT GROUP: 1 to 3 p.m., Eastern
Shore of Virginia Regional Library, Parks-
ley. The Eastern Shore Art League Stitches
Together group will meet to socialize and
create woven art. All levels are welcome.
B TEEN GAMING NIGHT: 5 p.m., Eastern
Shore of Virginia Regional Library, Parks-
ley. Teens can enjoy puzzles, board games,
and video games.

B YARN CLUB: 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Eastern
Shore of Virginia Regional Library, Parks-
ley. Crafters can bring their knitting or cro-
chet projects and chat with other fiber artists
while working.

B LECTURE: 6 p.m., Museum of Chin-
coteague Island, 7125 Maddox Blvd., Chin-
coteague. The museum is hosting a demon-
stration and discussion on decoy carving
with Arthur Leonard. Museum members,
veterans, and children age 12 and under can
attend for free. The cost is $10 for all oth-
ers. To reserve a seat call 757-336-6117.

Wednesday, May 27

B RECOVERY GROUP: Noon to 1 p.m.,
Eastern Shore Community College Work-
force Center, Melfa. The college hosts a
weekly all-recovery meeting for anyone
seeking or maintaining recovery. Meetings
are open to the community.

B LIVE MUSIC: 4 to 8 p.m., Ropewalk, Chin-
coteague. Medium Wave Jay performs live.

B GAME NIGHT: 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., Island
Community House, 6426 Mumford St.,
Chincoteague. The community is invited to
a game night. Snacks are welcome.

Thursday, May 28
B LIVE MUSIC: 4 to 8 p.m., Ropewalk,
Chincoteague. Fil Rhythm performs live.

Friday, May 29

Bl GOLF TOURNAMENT: 10 am. shotgun
start, Eastern Shore Yacht and Country Club,
Melfa. Shore History is hosting the Bill Bagwell
Memorial Golf Classic. The cost is $125 per tick-
et. A boxed lunch and adult beverages are includ-
ed. To register visit https:/tinyur] com/yunmkku6
B COMMUNITY DINNER: 5 to 7 p.m., Crad-
dockville United Methodist Church, 33464
Bobtown Road, Painter. The church is hosting a
community dinner.

B LIVE MUSIC: 5:30 to 8:30 p.m., Cape
Charles Brewing Company, Cape Charles.
Medium Wave Jay performs live.

B SPECIAL SERVICE: 6 p.m., Foundation of
Faith Ministries, 36190 Lankford Highway, Belle
Haven. The church is hosting a Youth Explosion
event. The speaker will be Mikeendra Ringgold.
B LIVE MUSIC: 6 to 9 p.m., The Blarney
Stone Pub, Onancock. Shredded Cheddar
performs live.

B STORY SWAP: 7 p.m., Chincoteague Cul-
tural Alliance, 6309 Church St., Chincoteague.
The community is invited to share a story or just
enjoy listening to others. This month’s theme is
right place, wrong time or right place, right time.
Admission is free.

Saturday, May 30

Hl FARMERS MARKET: 9 a.m. to noon,
corner of Market and Ames Streets, Onan-
cock. At the Onancock Farmers Market
shoppers will find produce, baked goods,
meat and seafood, artisan goods, and much
more.

B FARMERS MARKET: 9 am.to 1 p.m.,
Alex Hubb Field, 6309 Church St., Chin-
coteague. The Chincoteague Farmers Mar-
ket brings farmers, bakers, and artisans to
the heart of town. There will also be live
music.

B GARDEN TOUR: From 10 am. to 3 p.m.,
Village Neighbors is hosting a garden tour

on Chincoteague. There will be nine gardens
open. Tickets are $20 and can be purchased at
http://village-neighbors.org/

Hl STORYTIME: 10:30 a.m., Eastern Shore
of Virginia Regional Library, Parksley. Kids
age 5 and under can hear a story and engage
in play literacy.

B FIRST RESPONDER APPRECIATION:
11 am. to 3 p.m., Onancock Elks Lodge,
22454 Front St., Accomac. The Eks Lodge

is hosting a Fire, Rescue, and Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Day. There will be awards
for Firefighter of the Year, EMT/Paradmedic
of the Year, and Law Enforcement Officer of
the Year. There will also be contests, food and
beverages, and entertainment. Entrance is $10.
B GARDEN TOUR: 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., His-
toric Onancock School Blooms and Brushes
Garden Tour and Party. The day starts with

a walkable tour of Onancock gardens with
artsits painting in the gardens and ends at the
Historic Onancock School Pavilion for a gar-
den party, a wet paint live auction, and live
music. Tickets are $45 at
historiconancockschool.org

Bl GRAND REOPENING: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Delmarva Discovery Center, Pocomoke City.
The museum is hosting its grand reopening.
Admission will be free and there will be new
exhibits, outdoor activities, games, contest,
and an auction.



United Way campaign raises $225,000

The United Way of Virginia’s East-
ern Shore’s fundraising campaign
raised more than $225,000 under the
leadership of Lou Bloxom, campaign
chair.

“This achievement reflects the col-
lective generosity and dedication of
our community, demonstrating how
unified efforts can create lasting pos-
itive change,” the United Way stated
in a prepared release.

Thisbrings the total amount raised
throughout the years to almost $8.9
million.

These donations have allowed the
United Way to provide local nonprof-
its funding for their much-needed
services.

“A heartfelt thank-you goes out to
those businesses who host workplace
campaigns, playing a crucial role in
raising nearly 50% of total donations
for our community,” the press release
stated.

The United Way of Virginia’s
Eastern Shore directs funding to

programs that address essential
community needs, with a focus on
food security, education, and enrich-
ment opportunities for families and
seniors.

Through its Community Impact
Fund and donor-designated contribu-
tions, resources are allocated totrust-
ed local partners such as the Eastern
Shore Area Agency on Aging/Com-
munity Action Agency, Foodbank of
the Eastern Shore, Eastern Shore
YMCASs, Boys & Girls Club of South-
east Virginia (Eastern Shore sites),
and Riverside Shore Health Services,
as well as Chincoteague-based orga-
nizations like the Village Neighbors
and the Island Community House.

Together, these agencies provide
critical services, including meal dis-
tribution and nutrition support, af-
ter-school and summer enrichment
programs, healthcare, and social en-
gagement opportunities for older
adults.

By investing in these and oth-

Spacious, nearly 2,500 sq.ft.
Huge Bonus Room
Great Kitchen
Large Front Yard

5478 Jan Hall Rd | Eastville, VA

Gerry Forbes

Listing Agent
757-678-3366

Blue Heron Realty Co.

Machipongo ¢ Cape Charles
757-678-5200 / 757-331-4885
www.BlueHeronVA.com

er community-based organizations,
United Way helps strengthen the lo-
cal safety net while promoting long-
term stability and improved quali-
ty of life across Virginia’s Eastern
Shore.

This year, 34 local agencies sought
grants from the Community Impact
Fund to support their programs,
which is an increase of eight appli-
cants compared to last year. A total
of $115,500 was awarded to nonprof-
its in Accomack and Northampton
counties.

The Allocation Committee — made
up of 10 dedicated volunteers from
various backgrounds — thoroughly
reviews grant requests and budgets
to recommend funding decisions.
Thanks to their efforts, funds are
distributed to organizations that are
having a real impact in our area.

The organizations chosen for fund-
ing showed strong financial manage-
ment, effective community service,
and a willingness to collaborate with
other local groups, the United Way
stated.

The Chincoteague Volunteer Fire Company

is having a

MEET YOUR

FIRE COMPANY DAY
Saturday, May 16"
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John Adams

Mr. John Taylor Adams, 73, of Har-
borton, formerly of Springfield, Pa.,
passed away Tuesday, May 5, 2026.

Born Sept. 4, 1952, in Wilmington,
Del., he was the
son of the late
Joseph  Henry
Adams and Har-
riet Taylor Ad-
ams.

John was
raised in Spring-
field and grad-
uated from Up-
per Darby High
School. From an early age, his parents
instilled in him a deep appreciation
for the outdoors and a strong sense of
community — values that remained
with him throughout his life. He built
acareer as an electronics engineer with
Soundex and was a devoted volunteer
with the Garrettford-Drexel Hill Fire
Company in Drexel Hill, Pa.

In retirement, John discovered a
new calling as a school bus driver, a
role that brought him great joy. He
formed meaningful connections with
the children of the Unionville-Chadds
Ford School District, finding fulfill-
ment in the simple, everyday moments
they shared.

In the late 1970s, John and his
family began visiting Virginia’s East-
ern Shore, where they eventually es-
tablished a second home. In 1987, he
married his soulmate, Theresa, and
together they shared a life filled with
love, laughter, and years spent be-
tween Springfield and the Eastern
Shore.

John had a deep love for music of all
kinds, especially classical, often fill-
ing his home with whatever suited his
mood — memories his children con-
tinue to cherish. He also found great
happiness on the water, enjoying af-
ternoons boating on the bay.

In addition to his beloved wife of
nearly 40 years, he is survived by his
daughters, Susan Hill and her hus-
band, Tom, of Melfa, Sherrie Curran

Mr. Adams

OBITUARIES

and her husband, Brian, of West Grove,
Pa., and Jennifer Devine, of Parksley;
his grandchildren, Reagan and Mer-
edith Hill, Timothy Aigeldinger, and
Brian dJr., Samantha, Caitlin, and
Michael Curran; and his great-grand-
children, Brian “Tripp” III and Brooke
Curran.

In addition to his parents, John was
predeceased by his sister, Margaret
“Meg” Adams, and his granddaughter,
Taylor Hill.

A memorial service to honor John’s
life will be conducted from the grave-
side at the Fairview Lawn Cemetery
in Onancock on Saturday, May 16, at
1p.m.

To honor the dedication and care
given to John, donations in his memo-
ry may be directed to Melfa Volunteer
Fire & Rescue, P.O. Box 100, Melfa,
VA 23410 or Painter Volunteer Fire
Company, P.O Box 275, Painter, VA
23420.

Memory tributes may be shared at
www.williamsfuneralhomes.com_

Arrangements are by the Wil-
liams-Onancock Funeral Home.

Sharon Etmanski

Mrs. Sharon Wilmer Etmanski, 81,
of Bridgeville, Del., wife of the late
Stephen Marcel Etmanski, was called
home to our Lord on May 5, 2026.

Born on June 4, 1944, in Sanford,
she was the daughter of the late San-
ford Wilmer and
Pearl Spence
Wilmer.

Sharon, to all
who knew her,
was a caring per-
son who touched
lives in a big way.

She lived for
her children and
grandchildren
and was actively involved in all parts
of their lives and continues to influ-
ence them daily. She loved cooking,
baking, cake decorating — she even
decorated a cake for former vice pres-
ident Al Gore for an official event —
crafts, reading, and especially flowers.

Mrs. Etmanski
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She was preceded in death by her
parents, Sanford and Pearl Wilmer;
her brother, Edward James (Jimmy)
Wilmer; her husband, Stephen Marcel
Etmanski; and her beloved four-legged
son, Stanley.

She is survived by her children, Au-
dra Lynn Fisher, of Bridgeville, Tam-
my Miles and her husband, Lee, of
Saxis; her grandchildren, Lauren and
Joseph Denny, of Hopewell, and Au-
brey Lee Miles III, of Saxis, as well as
her faithful canine companion, Susie.

A graveside service was held on
Wednesday, May 13, at 2 p.m. from
the Downing’s Cemetery, with Pastor
Wayne Hill officiating.

Flowers are accepted, or donations
can be made to the Sanford Methodist
Church.

Arrangements are by the Thornton
Funeral Home in Parksley.

Rosalie Lewis

Mrs. Rosalie Scott Lewis, 85, of
Onley, passed away peacefully on
Thursday, May 7, 2026.

Born Oct. 8, 1940, in Cashville, she
was the daughter of the late Joseph
Talmadge Scott
and Blanche
Harrison Scott.

Rosalie pos-
sessed a beauti-
ful spirit and a
heart that wel-
comed everyone
she met. Kind,
loving, and end-
lessly energet-
ic, she was never one to sit still. For
decades, she proudly operated Onan-
cock’s beloved storefront, “The House
of Deals,” where her warm smile and
friendly nature made lasting impres-
sions on all who walked through the
door.

Rosalie was a longtime and devot-
ed member of Andrew Chapel Unit-
ed Methodist Church, where she re-
mained active throughout her life. She
especially enjoyed helping prepare for
the church’s annual bazaar, a tradition
she looked forward to each year with

Mrs. Lewis

joy and dedication. Rosalie truly was a
friend to all and will be deeply missed.

In addition to her parents, Rosalie
was predeceased by her husband, Rob-
ert Franklin Lewis Sr., and three sis-
ters, Doris Whitley, Gloria Davis, and
Norma Harris.

She is survived by her loving and de-
voted son, Robert F. “Frankie” Lewis
Jr. of Onley; her sisters, Sylvia Griggs,
of Windsor, and Mary Paul Harmon
and her husband, Butch, of Melfa; her
granddaughter, Chelsea Lewis; and
several nieces and nephews and their
families.

Funeral services were conducted
from the chapel of the Williams-Onan-
cock Funeral Home on Tuesday, May
12, at 2 p.m., with the Rev. Roland
Major officiating. Interment followed
in the Fairview Lawn Cemetery.

Contributions in Rosalie’s memory
may be made to Andrew Chapel United
Methodist Church, c/o Darrell Bays,
11 Onancock St., Onancock, VA 23417.

Memory tributes may be shared at
www.williamsfuneralhomes.com

Arrangements were by the Wil-
liams-Onancock Funeral Home.

Annie Johnston

Mrs. Annie Ellen Custis Johnston,
90, passed away on May 6, 2026.

Born on March 25, 1936, on Vir-

ginia’s Eastern

Shore, Annie

grew up in the

Onancock area

surrounded by a

large, close-knit

family.

She was the
daughter of
Floyd R. Custis

Sr. and Ethel M.
Custis and one of 12 children.

Annie is survived by her sisters,
Connie and Linda, and her brothers,
Scotty and Tommy. She also leaves be-
hind her daughters, Debra and Virgin-
ia; her grandchildren, Lori, Jessica,
and Ben; and her great-grandchildren,

Mrs. Johnston

(Continued on page 17)
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Logan, Juliana, Jaxon, and Jay.

She was preceded in death by her
husband, Harold L. Johnston, and her
son, Floyd.

Annie will be remembered for her
stories, her warmth, her devotion to
family and God, and the quiet strength
that carried her through.

A funeral service was held on Tues-
day, May 12, at 2 p.m. from the Thorn-
ton Funeral Home in Parksley, with
Pastor John Cullop officiating. Inter-
ment was private.

Tom Collins

Mr. Thomas Michael Collins, 82, of
Machipongo, passed away peacefully
on Thursday, May 8, 2026, at his home
in Vaucluse Shores.

Born Nov. 26, 1943, in Scranton,
Pa., he was the
son of Charles
and Elizabeth
(Betty) Collins.
He moved to
Cape Charles as
a teenager and

attended  Cape
Charles High
. School.
Mr. Collins Tom dedicated

50 years of service to Bayshore Con-
crete Products in Cape Charles as the
shipping coordinator. He was known
for his strong work ethic, reliability,
and quiet pride in a job well done. He
also served his community as a volun-
teer emergency medical technician for
16 years with the Cape Charles Rescue
Squad.

Above all else, Tom cherished his
family. Nothing brought him more joy
than being part of his grandchildren’s

and great-grandchildren’s lives. He
delighted in their accomplishments,
supported their dreams, and celebrat-
ed every milestone with pride and love.

Tom was predeceased by his son,
Todd M. Collins; his sister, Marge Pow-
ell; and his brother, Francis “Frank”
Collins.

He is survived by his wife of 62
years, Betty Taylor Collins; his
daughter, Theresa C. Diggs, and son-
in-law, Andrew J. Diggs, of Machi-
pongo; two granddaughters, Kait-
lyn T. Diggs, of Portland, Ore., and
Adrienne L. Diggs (fiancé Nicholas
“Nick” Corbin), of LadJolla, Calif.; his
grandsons, William “Bud” H. Collins
and his wife, Dynomeke “Deedee”
Hunter, of Cape Charles, and Nicho-
las “Nick” T. Collins and his wife Le-
sAlina “Lina” Collins, of Oak Harbor,
Wash.; two great- grandchildren,
William Collins and Willow Collins;
two brothers, Charles “Chick” (Jo-
anne) Collins, of Fort Myers, Fla.,
and Paul Collins (Ceci), of Orlando,
Fla.; and his sister-in-law, Joyce Col-
lins, of Townsend.

The family extends heartfelt thanks
to Tom’s caregivers and healthcare
providers, Deedee Hunter, LPN, The-
resa Diggs, and Mid-Atlantic Long
Term Care — Jewel Burden, PA, and
Melody Casey, LPN.

A private celebration of life will be
held at a later date.

Online condolences may be sent to the
family at www.doughtyfuneralhome.com

Arrangements were made by Dough-
ty Funeral Home in Exmore.

Bagley Walker

Dr. Marion Bagley Walker Jr., of
Pungoteague, born at Norfolk General
Hospital on Feb. 19, 1937, traveled the
world and returned to Norfolk Sentara
Heart Hospital, where he died on May
5, 2026. He was the son of Dr. Mari-

on Bagley Walker and Janet Tucker
Walker.

After graduating from Hampden
Sydney College and Medical College
of Virginia, he
became an or-
thodontist and
practiced with
his father in
Norfolk and lat-
er alone in Onley
on the Eastern
Shore. He was a
member of Gal-
ilee  Episcopal
Church in Virginia Beach.

“He loved his God, his wife, his chil-
dren, grandchildren, and great-grand-
children, his dogs, and his life. Accom-
plishments? The usual stuff, except
for one amazing thing. Late in his life,
he released a loon drowning in a fish-
ing net, and once free, she swam back
to him and with a gesture of thanks,
touched him gently with her bill.”

He is survived by his wife of 64
years, Laura Sewell Walker; a daugh-
ter, Beth (Dale) Woods; a grand-
daughter, Laurie (Tommy) Boucher
and their sons, Ben and Ollie; a son,
Scott (Kris) Walker and their chil-
dren, Adrian and Charlotte; and his
siblings, Jane Steinhilber and Tucker
(Reg) McLelland.

Other than his parents, he was pre-
ceded in death by a grandson, Kody
Woods.

Services are planned for June 2 at
Galilee Episcopal Church.

Contributions may be to The Food
Bank of the Eastern Shore, 24530
Coastal Blvd., Onancock, VA 23418
or Galilee Episcopal Church, 3928
Pacific Ave., Virginia Beach, VA
23451.

Arrangements are by the Thornton
Funeral Home in Parksley.

Dr. Walker

Mary Graham

Mrs. Mary Graham, age 78, passed
away peacefully at her home on Feb.
2, 2026, surrounded by love. She was
born on June 18, 1947, to Welford and
Alice Childress,
of Midlothian.

Mary was a
bright light in
this world, and
to say the least,
she did not let a
wheelchair slow
her down.

Mary was the
beloved wife of
Billy Graham, with whom she shared
55 years of marriage, having married
in 1970 on Valentine’s Day.

Together they made their home on
Fox Grove Road in Parksley. Mary
embraced life and traveled the world
alongside her loving husband, creating
a lifetime of cherished memories.

She was a devoted mother to her
son, Michael Graham, and his wife,
Kelly, of Murrells Inlet, S.C. Mary
is also survived by her grandson,
Avery Graham; her sister, Linda
Rose, her niece, Lauren Selzer; and
her grand-nephew, Jacob Selzer, of
Painter.

She was preceded in death by two
sons, Jeremy and Christopher Gra-
ham, and her sister, Loretta Pey-
ton.

Services will be held at Exmore Bap-
tist Church on Tuesday, June 2, at 2
p.m. with the Rev. Jonathan Carpen-
ter officiating. The family requests at-
tendees wear bright colors to celebrate
Mary’s vibrant life.

In lieu of flowers, memorial contri-
butions may be made to the Riverside
Cancer Center.

Arrangements are by the Thornton
Funeral Home in Parksley.

Mrs. Graham

Local students compete in
Shore History art challenge

Shore History is proud to announce the
culmination of its student art challenge,
“Through the Artist’s Eye: 250 Years of
America on the Eastern Shore of Virgin-
ia,” with a public awards reception and
exhibition celebrating the remarkable
creativity of local students in grades six

through 12.

Students from across the Eastern
Shore were invited to reflect on one cen-
tral question: “What does America’s
story mean to you?” Using the Eastern
Shore as inspiration and lens, students
expressed their answers through original
works in pencil, paint, photography, clay,
and mixed media.

“The work is simply amazing and inspi-
rational,” said Shore History organizers.

There will be an awards ceremony
on Wednesday, May 20, at 5:30 p.m. at
Shore History, 69 Market St., Onancock.
The public is invited.

The student artwork exhibition will
remain on display inside Ker Place
through June 11. Student artwork will
then be on display as part of the Onan-
cock Sails Forward Art Show on the
Lawn at Ker Place during the communi-
ty’s Sail250 festivities on June 13 from

11 a.m. to 3 p.m. with works for sale,
and the public may cast a vote for Best
in Show and Favorite Artist ribbon win-
ners.

The outdoor exhibition will fur-
ther celebrate the Eastern Shore’s
participation in the nationwide com-
memoration of America’s 250th an-
niversary.

Visit www.shorehistory.org or call 757-
787-8012 for more information.
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BY MARK MORING
Eastern Shore Post

When you’re the defending state
champs, it’s not a great look to lose
eight of your first nine games the fol-
lowing season.

But that’s exactly what happened
with Northampton’s boys soccer team
this spring after going 16-2-1 and win-
ning the Class 1 state title a year ago.

This year, the Yellow Jackets lost
their first two, then won one, then lost
six in a row. Granted, many of the loss-
es were close and several were to some
of the top teams in Hampton Roads
— including schools with much larger
enrollments. And granted, the Jack-
ets had lost a number of key players to
graduation last year and were relative-
ly young heading into this season, so
expectations weren’t through the roof.

But they never expected to get off to
a 1-8 start.

“Not in the slightest,” says
Northampton coach Chase Baxa. “The
boys were down. It wasn’t easy on
them, and we had some team meetings.
We said, ‘If you want to repeat as state
champs, something has to change.’”

“Frustration was definitely high,”
adds senior co-captain Luke Jones. “It
didn’t seem like we were making any
progress. We definitely had some in-
tense talks, and we had to look at our-
selves in the mirror.”

A 3-2loss to Nandua on April 27 —
Northampton’s first loss in the East-
ern Shore District in three years —
proved to be a turning point.

“When that final whistle blew
against Nandua, we knew we wouldn’t
lose again,” says Jones. “We put our
heads down and worked harder, and we
are on a streak now.”

Since then, Northampton has won
five straight, including a 3-1 win in the
rematch against Nandua, a 7-1 rout of
Poquoson, and most recently, Mon-

SPORTS

After early skid, Jackets win five straight

PHOTO COURTESY ITSRICHIMAGES

Luke Jones (9) and Fernando Palacio (8) celebrate a goal in a recent win over Nandua.

day’s 7-1 district victory over visiting
Arcadia. (The Jackets and Warriors
both finished district play with 3-1 re-
cords, tying for the district crown.)

Jones led Monday’s victory over Ar-
cadia with three goals, and Sebastian
Mayorga had two goals and an assist.
Anthony Castillo added a goal and an as-
sist, while Fernando Palacio had two as-
sists and David Martinez had one assist.

“All the pieces are falling together,”
says Baxa. “Now it feels like we’re all
on the same page.”

Jones and Mayorga are leading the
team offensively, while center back
Gaige Kellogg anchors a strong de-

18 | EASTERN SHORE Post | MaAy 15, 2026

fense. The Jackets have only relin-
quished four total goals in their last
five games.

Baxa says Kellogg, a co-captain, has
been the emotional glue that held the
team together through all the losses.

“He keeps everyone grounded,”
says Baxa. “If we didn’t have him, we
wouldn’t have the team we have now.”

On Friday, May 8, Mayorga scored
three goals and Adrian Rosales added
two in a 10-0 romp over visiting West
Point. Northampton’s other scorers
were Palacio (one goal, two assists),
Jones (one goal, one assist), Soniel
Hernandez (one goal, one assist), Mar-

tinez (one goal), Kellogg (one goal),
Ellis Philpot (one assist), and Joseph
Castillo (one assist).

And on Wednesday, May 6, Jones
scored all three goals in the 3-1 win at
Nandua. Mayorga had two assists and
Martinez had one.

Northampton closes out its regular
season on Wednesday, May 20, at Mid-
dlesex, and then turns its attention
to the playoffs — and defending that
state title.

“We’re definitely coming together
at the right time,” says Jones. “That
state championship ring is coming
home again this year.”



HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS ROUNDUP

SOFTBALL

BA falls in state quarters

On Tuesday, May 12, Broadwater
Academy’s season ended with a 7-2 loss
to visiting Southampton Academy in
the VISAA state quarterfinals.

The Vikings (14-4) were scoreless un-
til adding a run in each the sixth and
seventh innings. Ava Webb led BA with
two hits, while Carly Clayton took the
loss in the circle.

On Saturday, May 9, Broadwater
had four hits in a 13-4 loss at Green-
brier Christian in the Metro Con-
ference Championship. Just 10 days
earlier, the Vikings had beaten the Ga-
tors, 10-7, for the first time in school
history, but on Saturday, GCA’s bats
were red hot, rapping 14 hits for the
win. Webb had two hits and two RBI
for BA, while Clayton took the loss
pitching.

Giddins stellar in district win

On Tuesday, May 12, Arcadia’s Ry-
ann Giddins pitched a no-hitter, struck
out 14, and went 3-for-4 at the plate
with two triples and six RBI in a 14-0
Eastern Shore District victory over vis-
iting Northampton.

Brinlee Kauthen, Megan Montross,
and Deeana Bradley added two hits
each for the Firebirds (11-4, 4-0).

On Thursday, May 7, Arcadia was
leading, 13-5, at Chincoteague in the
fifth inning when rain postponed ac-
tion; the rest of the game will be played
Tuesday, May 19, at Chincoteague.

Ponies blanked

On Tuesday, May 12, Chincoteague
had two hits in a 14-0 Eastern Shore
District loss to visiting Nandua. Faith
Stadler allowed 12 hits and struck out
nine in the loss for the Ponies (4-13,
1-3).

Lusk, Church shine

On Tuesday, May 12, Nandua’s Lela
Lusk pitched a two-hitter, struck out
14, and relinquished no walks in a 14-0
Eastern Shore District win at Chin-
coteague.

Amirrah Church went 4-for-4
with tbree RBI for the Warriors (7-
10, 3-1), who also had strong games
from Jocelyn Vasquenza (three hits,

PHOTOS COURTESY BROADWATER ACADEMY

At top, Broadwater Academy senior Adrianna Holloway (center) was named Co-Player of the Year, and five Vikings were named
to the All-Metro Conference softball team recently. Holloway was joined on the all-conference squad by fellow Vikings, from left,
Kacey Ford, Carly Clayton, Miranda Smith, and Neiley Guinan. Coach Dale Wright was named Coach of the Year. Meanwhile,
two BA baseball players, Eli Destro (bottom left) and Cohen Kellam (bottom right), were named to the All-Metro baseball team.
Coach Zach Papillo was named Coach of the Year.

two doubles, two RBI), Emmalee
Blake (two hits, one RBI), and Eliz-
abeth Russell (one hit, two RBI).

Northampton falls

On Tuesday, May 12, Northampton
went hitless in a 14-0 Eastern Shore Dis-
trict loss at Arcadia. Anna Temich took
the loss for the Yellow Jackets (4-10, 0-4).

BASEBALL
HGCS wins DVCAC title

On Saturday, May 9, Jonathan Young
drove in two runs to lead Holly Grove
Christian School to a 6-4 win over Salis-
bury Christian in the championship
game of the Delaware Valley Christian
Athletic Conference tournament.

Will Dize pitched three innings of
shutout relief to pick up the victory.

The Eagles finished the season with a
7-7 record.

Firebirds top Jackets

On Tuesday, May 12, Dalton Barnes

(Continued on page 20)
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Roundup

(Continued from page 19)

went 4-for-4 with two doubles and
three RBI to lead Arcadia to a wild 15-
13 Eastern Shore District victory at
Northampton.

Dylan Chesser, Larry Handy, and
Josh Woolford added two hits each for
the Firebirds (9-8, 4-1), while Waylon
Watson picked up the win in two in-
nings of relief.

On Friday, May 8, the Firebirds had
three hitsin a 15-2 loss to visiting Lau-
rel in a game called after five innings.

Barnes took the loss on the mound,
giving up 7 runs in 2.1 innings.

On Thursday, May 7, Arcadia suf-
fered a 3-0 district loss at Chincoteague.
Brian White took the loss.

Vikings’ season ends

On Tuesday, May 12, Broadwater
Academy fell, 6-5, at Southampton
Academy in eight innings in the
VISAA state quarterfinals, ending
the Vikings’ season at 10-10.

Broadwater took a 5-4 lead into
the seventh inning, but the Raid-
ers tied it on a wild pitch, sending
the game into the extra inning. The
Vikings went three up, three down
in the top of the eighth, and then
Southampton loaded the bases in the
bottom of the stanza and scored the
winning run when the batter at the
plate was hit by a pitch.

Owen Terry took the loss for BA,
replacing starter Eli Destro (6.2 in-
nings, nine hits, 10 strikeouts).

Terry also had three hits and two
RBI, while Destro added two hits.

On Wednesday, May 6, the Vi-
kings had two hits in a 10-2 loss to
Atlantic Shores Christian in a Metro
Conference semifinal game that was
played at Greenbrier Christian. De-
stro took the loss on the mound.

Chincoteague splits two

On Tuesday, May 12, Chincoteague
dropped a 4-1 Eastern Shore District
decision to visiting Nandua.

Owen Bloxom had the lone RBI for
the Ponies (9-8, 3-2), while starter
Landon Easton took the loss, giving
up three runs in 2.0 innings.

On Thursday, May 7, Bryce Luck

pitched a three-hitter and struck out
10 to lead the Ponies to a 3-0 district
win over visiting Arcadia. Micah
Bennicoff had two hits and Garrett
Daisy had two RBI for Chincoteague.

Warriors now 3-3 in district

On Tuesday, May 12, Orion Lore-
do went 2-for-3 with a homer and
two RBI, and Hayden Williams scat-
tered six hits and struck out 12 in
a 4-1 Eastern Shore District win at
Chincoteague. Williams added two
hits for the Warriors (9-8, 3-3).

On Thursday, May 7, Nandua ex-
ploded for 13 runs in the sixth and
seventh innings to break a 2-2 tie
and rolled to a 15-5 district win at
Northampton. Hayden Williams
homered for the Warriors, while Jor-
dan Snead, Orion Loredo, and Ben
Bonniwell had two hits each. Loredo
pitched 5.1 innings and got the win.

Northampton drops two

On Tuesday, May 12, Northamp-
ton dropped a 15-13 Eastern Shore
District decision to visiting Arcadia.

Trent Ferebee had three hits and
Hayden Seay had three RBI for the
Yellow Jackets (5-8, 0-5).

On Thursday, May 7, the Yellow
Jackets played visiting Nandua to a
2-2 tie through five innings but end-
ed up falling, 15-5, as the Warriors
exploded for 13 runs in the sixth and
seventh stanzas.

Seay went 3-for-4 for Northamp-
ton, and Lucas Kindt and Ferebee
added two hits each. Ferebee pitched
five innings and took the loss.

TRACK & FIELD

Ye wins two golds at Metro

On Wednesday, May 6, Broadwater
Academy’s Steven Ye won the shot
put (45-01) and the discus (149-03) to
highlight the Vikings’ performance in
the Metro Conference Championships,
held at Greenbrier Christian Academy.

The Vikings also got first-place
finishes from Thomas Eno (pole
vault, 11-0) and Aiden Terry (high
jump, 5-04), leading the BA boys
team to third place overall in the six-
team standings. Stonebridge won the
boys team competition.

BA ended up fifth in the girls team
standings. Stonebridge also won the
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girls competition.

Broadwater’s top point scorers
(top-six finish) in each event were:

GIRLS

4x100 relay: Broadwater (4th,
1:02.85; Virginia Custis, Juliana
Morris, Sofia Rader, Crystal Shen)

4x400 relay: Broadwater (4th,
5:22.14); Virginia Custis, Juliana
Morris, Sofia Rader, Crystal Shen)

Pole wvault: Sofia Rader (3rd,
6-00); Crystal Shen (6th, 5-00)

BOYS
4x800 relay: Broadwater (4th,
10:25.11; Justus Scholz, Gabriel

Hughes, Bradley Binard, Aarav Patel)
4x100 relay: Broadwater (3rd,

49.43; Thomas Eno, Justus Scholz,

Preston Floyd, Henry Sabbatini)

300 hurdles: Terry Aiden (4th,
50.20); Henry Sabbatini (5th, 55.75)

800: Justus Scholz (4th, 2:21.38)

200: Thomas Eno (3rd, 25.23)

3200: Carson Crouse (6th, 14:13.62)

4x400 relay: Broadwater (3rd,
4:44.30; Andrew Wu, Aiden Terry,
Carson Crouse, Bradley Binard)

Pole vault: Thomas Eno (1st, 11-
00); Preston Floyd (4th, 6-06); Brad-
ley Binard (5th, 6-00)

High jump: Aiden Terry (1st, 5-04)

Long jump: Justus Scholz (5th,
16-02.00)

Triple jump: Justus Scholz (2nd,
37-11.00); Thomas Eno (4th, 33-07)

Shot put: Steven Ye (1st, 45-
01.00); Logan Arnold (5th, 37-06.50)

Discus: Steven Ye (1st, 149-03);
Logan Arnold (2nd, 127-08); Conner
Stokes (6th, 93-10)

Locals fare well in big meet

On Friday, May 8, Northampton’s
Rylee Coates and Mark Tankard and
Broadwater Academy’s Thomas Eno
and Steven Ye were all top finish-
ers in an enormous 34-team meet
at Grassfield High School, includ-
ing many of the largest schools in
Hampton Roads.

Top-10 finishers from Broadwater
(BA) and Northampton (NH) were:

GIRLS

100 hurdles: Rylee Coates (NH,
3rd, 14.58)

Pole vault:
2nd, 10-06)

Rylee Coates (NH,

BOYS
110 hurdles: Mark Tankard (NH,
10th, 16.63)

Long jump: Mark Tankard (NH,
6th, 20-11)

Triple jump: Mark Tankard (NH,
4th, 43-03.25)

Pole vault: Thomas Eno (BA, 2nd,
11-0)

Discus: Steven Ye (BA, 3rd, 144-3)

Shot Put: Steven Ye (BA, 8th, 46-5.5)

BOYS SOCCER

Warriors tie for district title

On Tuesday, May 12, Kevin Tinoco’s
two goals led Nandua to a 3-0 Eastern
Shore District victory at Arcadia.

Ezekiel Jones added a goal, and
Daniel Rodriguez had an assist for the
Warriors (7-7-1, 3-1), who finished
league play in a first-place tie with
Northampton. Nandua has one more
game, May 21 against York, before the
playoffs.

On Friday, May 8, Nandua lost,
3-1, at Bruton. Tinoco scored Nan-
dua’s goal, assisted by Danny Marti-
nez-Chaves.

On Wednesday, May 6, the Warriors
fell, 3-1, in district play to visiting
Northampton. Tinoco scored Nan-
dua’s goal.

Arcadia drops two

On Tuesday, May 12, Arcadia lost,
3-0, to visiting Nandua in Eastern
Shore District play, finishing league
play at 4-10-1 overall and 0-4 in the dis-
trict.

On Wednesday, May 6, Arcadia fell,
4-0, at Gloucester.

GIRLS SOCCER
Arcadia tops Nandua

On Tuesday, May 12, Diana Hernan-
dez-Gomez scored both goals to lead
Arcadia to a 2-0 Eastern Shore Dis-
trict win at Nandua.

Warriors held scoreless

On Tuesday, May 12, Nandua
dropped a 2-0 Eastern Shore District
decision to visiting Arcadia.

On Wednesday, May 6, the War-
riors lost, 7-0, in a district game at
Northampton.

Northampton rolls

On Wednesday, May 6, the Yellow
Jackets rolled to a 7-0 district win over
visiting Nandua.



Macedonia AME
offers scholarship

For the 15th year, a scholarship is
being offered in memory of Sharone
White Bailey by Macedonia AME
Church in Accomac.

One award in the amount of $1,000
per semester will be granted to a student
enrolled for the 2026-2027 school year.

Applicants must be either a 2026
graduate of Northampton or Ac-
comack County Public Schools or
a college student under the age of
23 who graduated from Accomack
or Northampton County Public
Schools.

Applications can be obtained
through school guidance counselors

High School
sports Schedule
May 15 to May 21

FRIDAY, 5/15

Baseball

Mathews at Northampton, 4 p.m.
Softball

Mathews at Northampton, 4 p.m.
Boys Soccer

Poquoson at Arcadia, 4:30 p.m.
Girls Soccer

Arcadia at Poquoson, 6 p.m.
Northampton at Mathews, 6 p.m.
Track and Field

Broadwater in VISAA Il State Meet, Fork
Union Military Academy, 11 a.m.

SATURDAY, 5/16

Track and Field

Broadwater in VISAA Il State Meet, Fork
Union Military Academy, 11 a.m.

Arcadia at West Point meet, 9 a.m.
Northampton at Nans. River meet, 11 a.m.

MONDAY, 5/18

Baseball

Arcadia at Norcom, 4:30 p.m.
Softball

Arcadia at Norcom, 4:30 p.m.

or by contacting 757-665-4010 or
sat12llc@gmail.com.

The deadline to apply for the scholar-
ship is Monday, May 18.

Spring fire season
concludes in Virginia

During this year’s spring fire
season, the Virginia Department of
Forestry responded to 411 wildfires
that burned 4,558 acres and dam-
aged 14 structures, including three
homes.

Compared to the 10-year average of
348 wildfires and 6,334 acres burned,
Virginia experienced an above-average
number of smaller fires. For compari-
son, 418 wildfires burned 7,701 acres
during the 2025 spring fire season.

Girls Soccer
Nandua at Windsor, 6:30 p.m.
Northampton at Arcadia, 6 p.m.

TUESDAY, 5/19

ftball
Arcadia at Chincoteague, 4 p.m. (ppd from 5/7)

WEDNESDAY, 5/20

Boys Soccer
Middlesex at Northampton, 5 p.m.

Softball
Nandua at Northampton, 4 p.m. (ppd from
5/7)

THURSDAY, 5/21

Track & Field

Eastern Shore District Meet at Arcadia, 2 p.m.
Baseball

Middlesex at Northampton, 4:30 p.m.
Arcadia at Hopewell, 5 p.m.

Softball

Middlesex at Northampton, 4:30 p.m.
Arcadia at Hopewell, 5 p.m.

Boys Soccer

Arcadia at Bruton, 6 p.m.

York at Nandua, 6:30 p.m.

Girls Soccer

Arcadia at Tabb, 6:30 p.m.

Schedule was accurate at press time
but is always subject to change.

Custom Modular Home Builder
Build On Your Lot or We Help You Find Land

Contact Our Design
Team Today!

302-732-3330

» Average Build Time: 6 Months

» Hundreds of Custom Designs

o Turn-Key Home Building
Journey

« Coastal, Ranch, 2-Story, Cape
& In-Law Floor Plans

e Building in Accomack &
Northampton Counties _

Scan to View Our Website &g
www.4ShoreHomes.com @5

Stop By To Tour Our Model Homes
Rt. 113 Dagsboro, DE
302-732-3330
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NORTHAMPTON

A season of firsts for the Shorebots

Northampton High School’s ro-
botics team, the ShoreBots (Team
1908), capped off its most success-
ful season in program history with
an appearance at the FIRST World
Championship in Houston, Texas,
held April 29 to May 2, earning
a place among the elite robotics
teams on the planet.

This historic year was defined by
milestone after milestone, each one
a first for the program. The team
earned its first blue banner as an
event winner; was selected as the first
pick by Alliance 1 for the first time;
served as alliance captain at the dis-
trict championships; qualified for the
FIRST World Championship; got its
first match wins at the World Cham-
pionship; had its first international
competition experience; won its first
Engineering Inspiration Award; had
its first fully student-CAD-designed
robot; and had a robot ranked in the
top tier in the world.

The team’s success came from over
1,200 hours of student work put in
since the season kicked off in January.
Every late night, every prototype, ev-
ery line of code, and every CAD model
contributed to a robot and a team that
proudly represented Northampton
High School and the Eastern Shore of
Virginia on the world stage.

A small team from a rural com-
munity on Virginia’s Eastern Shore
proved that talent, grit, and ded-
ication can stand toe-to-toe with
programs boasting more than 100
students. The ShoreBots showed
the world what is possible when a
tight-knit team commits to excel-
lence and has incredible support
from the community.

In Houston, the ShoreBots com-
peted in the Johnson Division, one
of eight divisions made up of 75
elite teams from around the world.
After two grueling days of qual-
ification matches against tough
competition, Team 1908 finished
ranked 48th with a 4-6-0 record,
with several close matches that

COURTESY PHOTO

Northampton High School’s robotics team had its most successful season in program history. Pictured from left are Mike Zodun,
lead mentor/coach, Stephanie Zodun, mentor, Bear McCormack, Tempie Stamer, Damion Geist, mentor, Reid Travis, Tyler Zodun,
mentor, Ashley Zodun, Kate Latham, mentor, Brycen Joseph, Rodney Walker, cofounding mentor, Grayson Brown, co-captain, and
Abby Zodun, captain. Not pictured are mentors Tim Anderson and John Lowe.

came down to the final seconds.

At the close of the 2026 season,
Team 1908 finished 307th of 3,724
teams worldwide (top 8%) and
255th of 2,944 teams in the United
States (top 9%). Team 1908 was one
of only 10 Virginia teams to qualify
for the World Championship.

The ShoreBots are graduating
four of the team’s six members this
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year, and the program isin dire need
of new students to continue operat-
ing. This historic, world-class pro-
gram cannot survive without the
next generation of ShoreBots step-
ping up to carry the torch.
Robotics is a recognized VHSL
activity and demands intensity,
commitment, and teamwork. Prac-
tices, competitions, and the build

season require dedication, but the
rewards are unmatched.

Northampton High School stu-
dents who are interested in build-
ing, coding, designing, problem
solving, fundraising, marketing,
or being part of an incredible team
that competes on the world stage
can email ncpsrobotics@ncpsk12.
com.



WHO WE ARE

Huff 1s Shore tourism’s
new marketing coordinator

The Eastern Shore of Virginia Tour-
ism Commission has hired Anna Huff
as its new marketing coordinator.

Huff was born
and raised in Dal-
las and graduated
from Texas A&M
University in 2025
with both her bach-
elor’s and master’s
degrees in tourism
sciences, with a fo-
cus on tourism mar-
keting, community
engagement, and
sustainable tourism development.

Her experience includes serving as
ateaching assistant at Texas A&M, in-
terning at the National Museum of the
Pacific War, and most recently work-
ing at Walt Disney World. Through
these experiences, she discovered a
passion for learning what makes a

Anna
Huff

place special and sharing those stories
and experiences with others.

She is excited to bring this per-
spective to her new role on Virginia’s
Eastern Shore. Outside of work, Anna
enjoys reading, history, and spending
time outdoors, and she looks forward
to exploring all that the Eastern Shore
of Virginia has to offer.

“We are pleased to welcome Anna
to the Eastern Shore of Virginia
Tourism Commission,” said Robert
Sabbatini, executive director of the
ESVA Tourism Commission. “Her ac-
ademic background and professional
experience in tourism marketing,
community engagement, and desti-
nation development will be a valuable
asset as we continue to promote and

enhance the visitor experience across
Virginia’s Eastern Shore.”

Huff began her new role with the
tourism commission on May 11.

LIFE AROUND HERE

Downing publishes her fifth
book, ‘From This Day Forward’

Margaret “Peggy” Boole Down-
ing, a resident at Commonwealth
Senior Living at the Eastern Shore
in Onancock, published her fifth
book earlier this year.

“From This Day Forward” is a se-
quel to her 1997 memoir, “Backward
Glances,” which told the story of her
life growing up on the Eastern Shore.
It was printed numerous times and can
still be found at some local bookstores.

“From This Day Forward” chron-
icles her life after marriage. Peg-
gy married Parkes Downing in
1945 and raised three children in
Northampton County. The book
tells the story of Peggy and Parkes

and their family up until Parkes’
death in 2011.

Peggy has been a leading voice
for special education on the East-
ern Shore. Her third son, David,
was born with Down syndrome. Af-
terwards, she became an advocate
for increasing special education
investment in the public school sys-
tem. Her third book, “My Name is
David,” was published in 2022 and
tells the story of raising a child
with Down syndrome.

“From This Day Forward” can be
purchased at Commonwealth Senior
Living at the Eastern Shore.

The cost is $50.

REGIONAL

Food Lion honors three
long-tenured local associates

Food Lion recently honored three
long-tenured associates from the Ex-
more, Onley, and Oak Hall locations.

These associates were celebrated
on April 30 during Food Lion’s annu-
al Service Awards ceremony, where
the company expresses its apprecia-
tion for those reaching major career
milestones. Honorees represent de-
cades of dedication, with individuals
marking 30, 35, 40, and 45 years of
service.

“I am incredibly proud to celebrate
these associates and the remarkable
commitment they’ve shown through-
out their careers,” said Greg Fin-
chum, president, Food Lion. “Every
day, our associates strengthen the
emotional connection we have with

our neighbors in the towns and cities
we serve. Because of them, custom-
ers choose Food Lion to nourish their
families. I appreciate everything
our associates do to bring our brand,
strategy, and culture to life. It’s our
associates who make Food Lion what
it is today.”

Food Lion employs more than
82,000 associates across its
1,100-plus stores in 10 states.

David Thomas, assistant store
manager of the Exmore Food Lion,
and Jimmy Miller, perishable man-
ager of the Oak Hall Food Lion, were
recognized for 30 years of service.

Bruce Kellam, center store associ-
ate of the Onley Food Lion, was rec-
ognized for 35 years of service.

served for 20 years.

operational efficiency and mission success.

on January 31, 2026.

Willie L. Sturgis Jr., MPA, MHRD, & MML

Willie L. Sturgis, Jr., is a native of the Eastern Shore of Virginia.
Following his graduation from Northampton High School in Eastville,
Virginia, he enlisted in the United States Army, where he honorably

During his military career, Mr. Sturgis pursued and achieved several

academic milestones. Respectively, earning an Associate of Arts

from Elizabethtown Community College, a Bachelor of Science in

Criminology from the University of Maryland University College, and

a Master of Public Administration. Also, he completed two sequential

master’s degrees in human resource development and management and

leadership from Webster University. Additionally, Mr. Sturgis obtained

an Executive Certificate in Strategic Leadership from Liberty University and is currently a Doctoral
candidate in Strategic Leadership at Liberty University.

Throughout his service in the U.S. Army, he has held a variety of leadership and instructional

roles, including Advanced Individual Training Instructor, Primary Leader Development Instructor,
Drill Instructor, U.S. Army Fitness School Instructor, and Executive Leaders Course Instructor.
Furthermore, he has served in numerous Transportation Management positions, which contributed to

In Mr. Sturgis’ most recent civilian role, he remotely managed a fleet of railcars for a private company
based in Illinois. In this capacity, he oversaw the safe, efficient, and cost-effective utilization of more
than 6,000 railcars. The position also afforded him the opportunity to travel throughout the Midwest
to collaborate with vendors, suppliers, and conduct repair shop audits. However, he officially retired

Outside of academic responsibilities, he enjoys weightlifting, reading, spending time with his
grandchildren, and mentoring young men across the Commonwealth of Virginia. Correspondingly,
Mr. Sturgis is actively engaged in community service through his memberships in several
organizations, including the Northampton County NAACP, Eastern Shore of Virginia Chamber of
Commerce, Disabled American Veterans, the American Legion, Community Partners of the Eastern
Shore, the Executive Board of the Literacy Committee, the Advisory Council with the Federation of
Virginia Food Banks, and the 100 Black Men of the Virginia Peninsula. Through these affiliations He
remains committed to strengthening and uplifting the community.
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WHO WE ARE

Hines wins youth flounder tourney five straight years

Winning in 2022 at the age of 8. Winning in 2023 at the age of 9.

Winning in 2024 at the age of 10. Winning in 2025 at the age of 11.
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COURTESY PHOTOS

Asher Hines, 12, shows his winning flounder in this year’s Capt. Zed’s Spring
Flounder Tournament. He won the tourney’s youth division five consecutive years.

Next year, he will be too old for tourney’s youth division

The bad news for Asher Hines is
that next year he will be too old to
compete in the youth division of Capt.
Zed’s Spring Flounder Tournament in
Wachapreague.

The good news for everyone else is
that next year Hines will be too old to
compete in the youth division of Capt.
Zed’s Spring Flounder Tournament in
Wachapreague.

The reason for the bad and good news:
Hines has won the tournament for the
past five years, including this year.

He won at ages 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12
— a remarkable feat for anyone, in any
tounament, anywhere.

He is the son of Emily and Scott
Hines, owners of Eastern Shore Out-
fitters in Exmore, so fishing is in his
blood.

“Asher loves to fish and it has really
paid off,” said his mother. “We’re very
proud of him.”

Hines is a seventh-grade student
at Shore Christian Academy in Belle
Haven.



EDUCATION

NCPS recognizes exceptional faculty and staft

COURTESY PHOTOS

Northampton County Public Schools recently honored five faculty and staff members. The recipients of the 2025-26 First Class Teacher of the Year and the Support
Employees of the Year awards, pictured in the collage above, were surprised at their respective schools by members of the NCPS leadership team.

Northampton County Public Schools
proudly announces the recipients of the
2025-26 First Class Teacher of the Year
and this year’s Support Employees of
the Year.

This annual recognition program hon-
ors staff members and a first-year teach-
er whose dedication and contributions
truly make a difference, inspiring pride
and appreciation within the community.

These awards highlight the “unsung
heroes” across our division — individ-
uals who consistently go beyond their

basic job duties with an unwavering
commitment to student success, in-
structional innovation, and the divi-
sion’s overall mission. Highly respected
by their peers, these honorees maintain
a positive influence that fosters a sup-
portive and high-achieving environ-
ment for Northampton’s students.

NCPS recognizes the following employ-
ees for their exceptional contributions:

B First Class Teacher of the Year:
Colton Collins, Kiptopeke Elementary
School

B Professional and Technical
Support Employee of the Year:
Brittany Annon, Northampton
Middle School and Northampton
High School

B Service Support Employee of the
Year: Melvin Burton, Northampton
Middle School and Northampton High
School

B Instructional Support Employee
of the Year: Amariah Nottingham,
Occohannock Elementary School

B Administrative Support Employee

of the Year: Erin Staub, Northampton
Middle School and Northampton High
School

The winners were genuinely sur-
prised at their schools by members of
the NCPS leadership team, celebrating
their hard work alongside their col-
leagues and students.

Northampton County Public
Schools extends its warmest congrat-
ulations to these outstanding profes-
sionals for their well-deserved recog-
nition.
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BROADWATER ACADEMY STUDENTS EARN BOATING CERTIFICATIONS

COURTESY PHOTO

All of Broadwater Academy’s grade six students earned their Virginia Safe Boating Certification in partnership with Virginia Marine Resources Commission.
Students learned about basic components of a vessel and safe operation of waterways, as well as many concepts of marine conservation. This certification is a
lifetime certification with the commonwealth. Pictured are Broadwater Academy’s grade six students with their VMRC instructors.

ON THE WATER

National Sate Boating
Week runs May 16 to 22

National Safe Boating Week
is May 16 to 22, and the Virginia
Department of Wildlife Resourc-
es reminds all boaters to stay safe
this summer and always wear a life
jacket while on the water. No mat-
ter where you boat or what type of
vessel you are on — wearing a life
jacket is essential for safety.

While preparing for the season,
boaters should make sure they have
U.S. Coast Guard-approved life
jackets in good condition that fit
every occupant of the boat. Safe
boating week is a great time to in-
spect gear, including inflatable life
jackets. Inflatable life jackets make
it easy for adults to enjoy their time
on the water and be good role mod-
els for young people on their boats.

No matter what time of year you
go boating, always put safety first
while planning a trip. Let some-
one know where you are going and

when you expect to return. When
planning your trip, always be aware
of the weather. Check the forecast
while planning your trip and double
check it before departing. Weather
conditions and a marine forecast
can be found on the National Weath-
er Service website, and the United
States Geological Survey has water
temperatures for many creeks and
rivers, as well as streamflow. Also,
know your vessel and have a plan to
re-board your boat in case the unex-
pected happens and you end up in
the water by accident.

To learn more about boating in
Virginia, including information
on applicable laws, education and
water safety, please visit the DWR
boating webpage. Remember, every-
one wants to have a safe, enjoyable
day on the water. Do your part by
wearing your life jacket and taking
a boating safety education course.
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CANNON SHOOTS A HOLE-IN-ONE

COURTESY PHOTO
Kevin Cannon, of Machipongo, aced the 15th hole at Great Hope Golf Course in
Crisfield, Md., recently for his first hole-in-one, just days before his 74th birthday.
He used a 3-wood against strong winds for the par 3, 158-yard hole.



RECREATION

Local chess players
square oif in Pocomoke

The 3rd Annual Oskar Jensen Memo-
rial Chess Tournament was held at the
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church Parish Hall
in Pocomoke City on May 2. The tour-
nament was sanctioned by the United
States Chess Federation, the governing
body for chess in the United States. Play-
ers from Delaware, Maryland, and Vir-
ginia competed.

Oskar Jensen was the grandfa-
ther of the tournament director,
Thomas Moskios. Jensen was a fine
chess player in his heyday. He lived
to the age of 103. The tournament
was held in his honor.

The tournament was divided into
two sections, the open section and
the reserve section. The reserve sec-
tion was restricted to players with
Elo less than 1,200 (Elo is the rating
system used by USCF); whereas the
open section generally had players
with Elo greater than 1,200 (com-
peting in this section was available
to lower-rated players who specif-
ically requested to compete in the
open section). Ten players competed
in the open section, and six players
competed in the reserve section.

Both sections were organized as
Swiss-system tournaments. Swiss-sys-
tem is a type of non-elimination tour-
nament, whereby in each round win-
ners are paired against winners and

losers are paired with losers until an
ultimate winner is determined.

The open section required four
rounds to determine a winner, while the
reserve section required three rounds.

Roliet Mendoza and Benjamin
Contreras, both of Accomack Coun-
ty, shared first place in the open
section with scores of 3.5 (three
wins and one draw).

Ronei Leonel earned third place
with a score of 3 (three wins).

Moskios and Noah Backof shared
fourth place with a score of 2.5 (two
wins and one draw).

In the reserve section, Michael
Neithardt won first place with a score
of 3.0. Bruce Austin and Henry Buell
shared second place with a score of 2.0.

Youngsters were encouraged to partic-
ipate because the entry fee for students
was dropped to a very low price. Three
youths under 18 participated in the open
section and performed very well.

Out of 16 total participants (in
both sections), seven players received
cash prizes.

Although the youth entry fee was
relatively inexpensive, prize winners
received the higher cash prizes thanks
to sponsorship by Pushing Paper book-
keepers in Salisbury, Md., and Eastern
Shore Scholastic Chess in Accomack
County.

Ballyhoo Cabinets
Wholesale
Kitchen Cabinets
Contact 757.619.1628

Exmore, VA

Trading Chores
for Choices

How Senior Living Upsizes Your Life

When you visit your parents, are you spending time making
memories — or making repairs? You're invited to Commonwealth
Senior Living's exclusive event where we will explore how
downsizing a home can actually upsize your life. Discover how
offloading the burdens of home maintenance opens the door to
purposeful days, stronger relationships, and a lifestyle where every
choice is theirs, and every chore is ours.

Tuesday, May 19th, from 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

at Captain's Cove Golf & Yacht Club
3323 Dock Court, Greenbackville, VA

RSVP and reserve a New Chapter Toolkit today!
757-655-7783

COMMONWEALTH

SENIOR LIVING at THE EASTERN SHORE

Wblowssee Forsee

Independent Living, Assisted Living & Memory Care

www.CommonwealthSL.com
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NORTHAMPTON

New plan hatched at old Birdsnest school

COURTESY IMAGE
A rendition included in the zoning application for the former Birdsnest School shows
the new, three-story addition on the west side.

NEW MEDICAL CLINIC
6759 MADDOX BLVD, CHINCOTEAGUE, VA

804-938-9898

(” We treat anxiety, depression, grief, stress, ADHD

~

We manage weight loss and recommend safe use of
prescribed GLP1, tirzepatide and semaglutide medications

We treat minor illnesses and chronic medical conditions

We offer smoking cessation, men’s wellness and erectile
\dysfunction treatment )

WE RRE OPEN and offering medical and mental health services

Accepting new patients NOW!
Make your appointment today!

(HEVNTECRATEDNERLIH

www._freyintegratedhealth.com
email: freyintegratedhealth@gmail.com
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LIKE us on Facehook

BY JIMMY SHOCKLEY
Eastern Shore Post

A Virginia Beach woman is working
to turn the former Birdsnest School
into a historic inn and restaurant.

Katherine Campbell requested a
special-use permit at the Northamp-
ton County Board of Supervisors
meeting on May 12 to renovate, ex-
pand the building, and house the busi-
ness there.

Her request was granted.

“I’d be delighted to see that build-
ing get rehabbed,” said Supervisor
Betsy Mapp.

Under Campbell’s plan more would
happen than just renovating the
building.

A three-story addition would be
constructed on the west side of the
building along with an elevator.

Other changes would include turning
the former cafeteria into a restaurant
and locating a gift shop in the lobby.

The building has not been used as a
school for decades.

Campbell is working to acquire
funding for the project. By her esti-
mations, once funding is acquired the
construction would take nine months
to one year to complete.

The board voted unanimous-
ly to approve the special-use permit
and the board expressed interest in
and endorsed the project to save the
long-abandoned building.

Vice Chairman Oliver Bennett said
that the Eastern Shore has plenty of
places to stay on or near the water,
but none where visitors reach a high-
er vantage point and see the surround-
ing lands.

“It’s different,” he said of the
plan.

Campbell also posed the question
of whether or not the county could
run sewer service from Nassawadox to
the site in Birdsnest, but nothing has
been decided on the expansion and no
action was taken.

County Administrator Matt Spuck
said officials are currently working to
determine the capacity of the Nassaw-

EASTERN SHORE POST/IIMMY SHOCKLEY
The former Birdsnest School hasbeen ap-
proved for renovation and new construc-
tion to make it an inn and restaurant.

adox system for other reasons.

The permit approval had been rec-
ommended by the county planning
commission.

The applicant said plans include a
60-seat restaurant and more may be
added in the future.

There will be additional dining
space on the second floor, where bar
food would be served, she said. There
would also be a veranda and balcony
on the second floor.

Campbell’s application stated that
the building was constructed in 1920.
The inn would have no more than 10
rooms.

The proposed reuse of the building
brought back memories for at least one
member of the board of supervisors.

“Some of us actually went to that
school,” Chairman Dixon Leatherbury
said, smiling.



NORTHAMPTON

In Oyster, plan for $3M berm proceeds

BY JIMMY SHOCKLEY

Eastern Shore Post

Northampton Administrator Matt
Spuck said during the May 12 board of
supervisors meeting that the $3 mil-
lion berm project in the community of
Oyster is proceeding and the design of
the berm is currently being decided.

Oyster is one of the lowest-lying
towns on the Eastern Shore by ele-
vation and frequently sees flooding
during storms, a problem that is only
going to get worse with sea-level rise,
officials said.

Northampton County and The Na-
ture Conservancy are collaborating
to build a bulkhead and earthen berm
that work in conjunction to help keep
flooding away from homes.

After all grants and other fund-
ing, the county only needs to pay for

$10,000 of the project — a very small
percentage of the roughly $3 million
total cost for both the earthen berm
and the bulkhead.

Once complete, the berm will have
minimal maintenance costs, Spuck
said.

Supervisor Jon Dempster asked
how the berm would affect property
values in Oyster and if property val-
ues would increase and decrease dif-
ferently based on their positioning to
the berm.

Spuck said there is a similar berm
in Norfolk that has been in place for
years that can be referenced to help
predict property values as well as how
the berm ages.

The board voted to continue the
planning phase of the project.

“This doesn’t seem like a big risk for
us,” Dempster said.

EXMORE
Charming 3BR/2BA Eastern Shore home on an acre. Features
include afirst floor bedroom, a garage/workshop, an attached
ADU with utilities, and recent updates. Less than 5 miles to
Morley's Wharf for easy Chesapeake Bay access.

MLS 71374 $214,000

COASTAL SH@RE
_ O REAL ESTATE

UNDER CONTRACT

CAPE CHARLES
3BR/2BA furnished home, perfect as a full time residence or
getaway. Features include a paved and concrete driveway, a
charming gazebo, and a spacious outbuilding. Convenient
to public boat ramps and historic Cape Charles.

MLS 71358 $320,000

Three locations serving the Eastern Shore of Virginia

Chincoteague Island
6426 Maddox Boulevard
Chincoteague Island, VA 23336
757.336.5100

Captain’s Cove
37054 Stateline Road
Greenbackville, VA 23356
757.824.5195

CoastalShoreSales.com

Cape Charles
300 Mason Avenue | Suite C
Cape Charles, VA 23310
757.331.2500

a

Groundwater portal

Spuck is working to create an East-
ern Shore groundwater portal after
hearing concerns about the quanti-
ty and quality of the Eastern Shore’s
groundwater.

He said he has heard comments at
meetings that additional development
of the Eastern Shore cannot be sup-
ported due to overdrawing from the
aquifer, which he says is inaccurate.

Spuck said that while the aquifer
does replenish slowly and that only 2%
of rainfall goes down to the aquifer, it
is very well managed.

Only 7% of the Eastern Shore’s wa-
ter pumping comes directly from the
aquifer and the other 93% comes from
elsewhere, Spuck explained.

The portal would contain statistics
explaining that the aquifer supply is

VACATION

still plentiful in a way most people can
understand.

Entertainment venue?

Late in the meeting, during the
section for matters presented by the
board, Supervisor Betsy Mapp said the
county needs an entertainment venue.

Spuck, who formerly was town man-
ager of Onancock, said Onancock just
finished one.

He said he will get the cost and other
figures of that venue and report back.

Mapp said the county needs a loca-
tion to host concerts and other events.

Cape Charles has held well-attend-
ed summer concerts at a town park on
the grounds of the former high school
football field.

The area, Central Park, also hosts
other events during the year.

RENTAL

INSPECTORS /}leeded!

in the Northampton County/Cape Charles Area

OI/'I VO SR

Ed

”l",|",," w |"’Jrrl‘p
Call or Text Us at
757.695.9616

CoastalShore.com

300 Mason Avenue | Suite C
Cape Charles, VA 23310
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NORTHAMPTON

Exmore mulls hiring additional police officer

BY JIMMY SHOCKLEY
Eastern Shore Post

Exmore Police Chief Adam Zieg-
er asked the Town Council during the
Monday, May 11, meeting if the town
could hire another police officer.

Zieger said a need has been realized
recently, especially following three re-
ports of shots fired within the town in
the last three weeks.

Zieger said that some officers have
had to wait for quite some time after
requesting backup.

He also said the additional officer
would make it easier to cover for per-
sonnel taking time off for vacation or
illness.

Zieger said he already has a candi-
ate in mind if the position is granted.

The town interviewed a candidate
to fill a recent vacant position, but the

town hired an officer who already had
completed training.

The candidate Zieger would like
to hire as an eighth officer isn’t yet
trained, but the next offering of po-
lice school starts June 29 — so not
much time is available to make a
decision.

The council expressed interest in tak-
ing Zieger’s recommendation, but Coun-
cilman Chase Sturgis said he wants to
see the budget before making a decision.

“I feel like we need to see it in the bud-
get before we make the hire,” he said.

Comp plan progress

Recent discussions about proposed
housing developments in Exmore
have prompted the town to begin the
process of rewriting and updating its
comprehensive plan.

TOP 3 REASORNS YOUR CHILD
NEEDS A PEDIATRIC PROVIDER
D Care made just for children.

Children aren’t just small adults.

Preventive care that supports healthy growth.
Regular care helps catch concerns early,
when they’re easier to treat.

A trusted partner for parents.
Pediatric providers help families make informed
decisions and know when care is needed.

Michelle Jugovich

Dr. Nicole Marsh  Dr. Nicole Merritt
Onley Atlantic & Onley

et
Mo\'\‘,‘d"s\
e“en\“g =
Jenn Eaton Heather Frisby
Atlantic Onley Eastville
Ap, y
uya,g‘;”/’ nts
7l'le:dq
eye,,,-”gsi;

Hermes Silva
Atlantic

Dr. Uday Tiwari
Eastville
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A town’s comprehensive plan is sup-
posed to be reviewed and updated as
needed every five years, the state code
specifies. Exmore’s hasn’t been updat-
ed in 11 years.

The Accomack-Northampton Plan-
ning District Commission quoted the
town $30,790 for a rewrite.

The cost to rewrite the plan does
not include advertising and printing
costs, nor is any grant funding avail-
able to the A-NPDC for the rewriting.

The town requested two other
quotes from other firms to update the
plan, both of which were significantly
more expensive.

The council unanimously voted to
choose the A-NPDC quote.

Excess equipment

Exmore has identified equipment

that the town no longer uses that is
valuable enough to sell.

The town will be listing an opera-
ble trash truck, two functioning lawn
mowers, and two generators, which
are thought to be non-functioning, on
the website govdeals.com

The council approved the decision
to list these items for auction on the
site.

New burning rules

The town has imposed new rules
surrounding open burning on private
property.

Residents are not permitted to burn
on private property between the hours
of midnight and 8 a.m.

Fires also cannot be within 25 feet
of any structures or within 10 feet of
a property line or public right of way.

WALK-INS WELCOME

at all medical locations.

Is your kid sick? Come on in!

We treat things like sore throats, earaches and minor
injuries without an appointment.

You’ll be seen by the next available
provider who can help you!

OF SERVING ESVA

esrh.org




PFAS

(Continued from page 1)

2017. The substances have been linked
to firefighting foam used at NASA
during training. The town and NASA
stopped using the affected wells and
installed a water treatment system for
Chincoteague.

“We don’t know what the levels
were back then,” he said

There have been no PFAS detected
in wells from households surrounding
the NASA facility, the report stated.

The report comes after a heightened
awareness of the potential impacts on
Eastern Shore groundwater. In Janu-
ary a Texas-based company withdrew a
proposal to inject poultry waste 5,000
feet underground, which had prompt-
ed fears among some that it would
threaten groundwater.

The report said PFAS “have rarely
been detected” in drinking water in
the town and NASA facility since mit-
igation work began after their discov-
eryin 2017.

The agency also is unable to determine
whether PFAS from town drinking wa-
ter before April 2017 could increase can-
cer risks, according to the report.

The agency recommended NASA
continue to test drinking water for
PFAS. It further recommended test-
ing local marine life for traces of the
chemicals.

“Testing fish and shellfish from the
area could provide information needed
to evaluate potential PFAS exposure
from seafood consumption,” the re-
port stated.

It stated “there is no evidence”
that people could be exposed to PFAS

Read the report

The report by the Agency for Toxic
Substances and Disease Registry
regarding "forever chemicals" at
the NASA Wallops Flight Facility
can be found by visiting this link:

https://tinyurl.com/mpme7rhr

through local fruits and vegetables.

PFAS can increase cholesterol lev-
els and lower response to some vac-
cines, according to the agency. There
is an association between PFAS and
kidney and testicular cancers and
changes in liver enzymes, according to
an agency fact sheet.

The report was prompted after a lo-
cal arm of the American Federation
of Government Employees asked the
agency to assess exposures to PFAS at
the base.

In addition to the 200-foot barrier
to prevent discharge of PFAS, many
other initiatives have been undertak-
en to mitigate exposure.

NASA is replacing all wastewater
piping, “which will essentially elimi-
nate the PFAS from entering the Wal-
lops wastewater treatment system”
from Wallops Island, according to
information presented at the public
session.

It also has installed a vacuum sys-
tem that removes PFAS from waste-
water plant discharge.

“A lot of the technologies to treat
PFAS are brand new but we are try-
ing them out,” said Kristi Francisco,
the remediation project manager at
Wallops.

Town of Chincoteague

Notice of Public Hearing

The Chincoteague Town Council and the Planning Commission will conduct a joint
public hearing commencing at 6PM on May 21, 2026 in the Council Chambers at
the municipal building located at 6150 Community Dr. Chincoteague, VA 23336 to
afford interested parties the opportunity to be heard or present written comments
concerning the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit for a digital sign to be located
at 4074 Main Street in the C-2 Zoning District. The full content of the Conditional
Use Permit application may be viewed at the Town office. Written comments may be
submitted to the Town Manager until 5PM on May 21, 2026 at the above physical
address or to mtolbert@chincoteague-va.gov.

CHINCOTEAGUE

Spring Garden Tour
benefits Village Neighbors

Be inspired by some of the most
beautiful gardens on Chincoteague
Island and support Village Neigh-
bors, the local organization that
helps seniors age at home.

The Spring Garden Tour takes
place on Saturday, May 30, from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m.

Tickets are $20 and can be purchased
at www.village-neighbors.org or in per-
son at Sundial Books and H&H Phar-
macy on Chincoteague. Those interest-
ed can also purchase tickets on the day
of the tour at the Chincoteague Mu-
seum, 7125 Maddox Blvd., where the
programs with addresses for the tour
will be given out.

Those who have already pur-
chased tickets should also come
to the Chincoteague Museum to
receive their programs and get

started.

Enjoy this special opportunity to
visit eight private gardens and talk
with the gardeners.

Each unique garden showcases
beautiful plantings and methods for
working with Mother Nature here on
the Eastern Shore.

Also on the tour is the Pollinator
Garden on the Chincoteague Nation-
al Wildlife Refuge, where master
gardeners will be on hand to offer
tours and answer questions. Show
your garden tour ticket at the toll
booth to get on the Refuge free of
charge.

The tour is rain or shine. The tour
allows no pets.

For more information, call Village
Neighbors at 757-349-9969 or visit
the website.

Town of Chincoteague

Notice of Public Hearing

The Chincoteague Town Council will conduct a public hearing commencing
at 7PM on June 1, 2026 in the Chincoteague Center building located at 6155
Community Dr. Chincoteague, VA 23336 to afford interested parties the
opportunity to be heard or present written comments concerning a proposed
Short-Term Rental ordinance. The full content of the proposed ordinance may be
viewed at the Town office and on the Town’s website www.chincoteague-va.gov.
Written comments may be submitted to the Town Manager until 5PM on
June 1, 2026 at the above physical address or to mtolbert@chincoteague-va.gov.

Town of Chincoteague

Notice of Public Hearing

The Chincoteague Town Council and the Planning Commission will conduct a joint public
hearing commencing at 7 PM on June 1, 2026 in the Chincoteague Center building located
at 6155 Community Dr. Chincoteague, VA 23336 to afford interested parties the opportunity to
be heard or present written comments concerning the removal of “tourist vacation homes” as
an allowable use by-right from Appendix A, Article Ill, Section A- R-1-Single Family Residential
District of Town Code. The full content of the proposed changes may be viewed at the Town
office and on the Town’s website www.chincoteague-va.gov. Written comments may be

submitted to the Town Manager until 5PM on the June 1, 2026 at the above physical address
or to mtolbert@chincoteague-va.gov.
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Recognize
the Signs &
Symptoms of a

Stroke/Brain Attack!

Balance - Is there a sudden loss
of balance or coordination

Eyes - Is there a sudden loss of vision
in one or both eyes or blurry vision

Facial Drooping - Is there
sudden weakness in the face

Arm Weakness - Is there
weakness in an arm or leg

Speech - Is there sudden Call 911 if
difficulty speaking or experiencing
slurring of speech these

o Time to call 911 symptoms!

Talk to your health care provider
about how to reduce your risk.

Riverside
Health

riversideonline.com/stroke
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It's Just Better Metal
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3 02-492 -

METAL PANELS BUILDING SUPPLIES POST FRAME
Durable, precision-cut From fasteners to sealants - BUILDING
panels for roofing and everything for your build. Gustom kits and

siding. components for pole barns
and ag buildings.

302-492-6295

300 RIDGELY ST. | DOVER, DE 19904
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VIRGINIA MUNICIPAL
LEAGUE MEETS
ON CHINCOTEAGUE

Chincoteague Mayor De-
nise Bowden laughs after
presenting an “Honorary
Oyster Shucker” hat to
Virginia Municipal League
President Dwayne Tug-
gle on Thursday, May 14,
during the league’s Vir-
ginia Small Towns Confer-
ence, which was hosted by
Chincoteague. The event
drew a large crowd to the
island and the Chincote-
ague Community Center.
Tuggle is the mayor of the
town of Amherst. Bowden
gave him the hat because
he does not like to eat
oysters — sohe canbe a
designated shucker.

EASTERN SHORE POST/
JIMMY SHOCKLEY
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